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Plan for 
this 
session
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Searching bibliographic 
databases

Planning a search and practise 
standards search techniques

Where to find subject-specific 
information

Where to find preprints, open 
materials, and other resources



Feedback 
and 
questions

You can write questions in the chat
or use the padlet for anonymous 
questions, comments or feedback

https://tinyurl.com/iSkillsComments

https://tinyurl.com/iSkillsComments


Where do you search 
for 
research information? 

Add your answers to the Teams Form
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Finding resources: SOLO & 
Browzine



Browzine

• For journals from 2005 onwards

• Check SOLO for previous content



Bibliographic
databases

BOOKS (OFTEN 
CHAPTER LEVEL 

INDEXING)

JOURNALS CONFERENCES

PATENTS GREY 
LITERATURE



Content on databases

• Mostly peer-reviewed

• Selected before being added to the 
database

• Indexed by subject specialists

• Keywords assigned to each paper



Databases features

Search

• Search for any 
topic, author or 
publication

1
Employ

• Employ a wide 
range of advanced 
search tools

2
Offer

• Offer plenty of 
options to filter, 
sort and analyse 
results
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Finding 
databases: 
SOLO Search

• You can search SOLO for a database by its name

• You can also use Databases A-Z 



Planning a search 

Research topic:

Where's Wall-e?

Design of a position control system for 
autonomous vehicles

Image: Wall-E at D23 Expo - Disney Parks & Resorts Pavillion by Loren Javier CC BY ND 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/lorenjavier/3909023930
https://www.flickr.com/photos/lorenjavier/


Breaking down a research topic in concepts

Concept 1 Concept 2

Keywords
"position 
control"

"autonomous 
vehicle"



Activity with padlet – Add 
alternative terms -
https://tinyurl.com/TopicKeyword

Concept 1 Concept 2

Keywords



Wildcards and Phrases 

Wildcard symbols for word variants:

Truncation:
control* for controls, controller, controlling…

British and American spelling:
characteri?ation

Phrases:
“position control*”



• AND – includes

• OR – broadens out

• NOT – excludes
“unmanned 

vehicle”
underwater

“position 
control”

“path 
tracking”

“position 
control”

“mobile 
robots”

Boolean commands



Boolean operators

OR: synonyms and keywords for the same concept:

“Position control*” OR “path tracking”

AND: different concepts:

“Position control*” OR “path tracking”

AND 

(“Autonomous vehicle*” OR “Mobile robots”)



Live Demo: 
Searching 
databases



Live Demo: 
Google Scholar

Great when unsure about 
article details or journal 
abbreviations.

We'll cover

• Setting up the Find 
it@Oxford link

• Google Scholar Button



Useful databases for 
specific subjects

• IEEE Xplore

• ACM Digital Library

• SPIE Digital Library

• Find more relevant databases on your 
Subject LibGuide



Standards

• British Standards Online

• BS, BS ISO, BS EN and PAS 
standards

• OU VPN needed when off-
campus

• FileOpen plug-in required

• BSOL Research Guide

• ASTM Standards

• IEEE Standards
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https://help.it.ox.ac.uk/vpn
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/BritishStandards


Patents

• Intellectual Property Office: About patents 
(GB)

• World Intellectual Property Organization 
(WIPO)

• https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/patents

http://www.ipo.gov.uk/types/patent/p-about.htm
http://www.wipo.int/patentscope/en/
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/patents


Theses

Oxford: SOLO & ORA

Non-Oxford: EThOS, 
DART-Europe

Worldwide: Proquest 
Dissertations and Theses 
Global
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https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://ora.ox.ac.uk/
https://ethos.bl.uk/
https://www.dart-europe.org/
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/89vilt/LGDBaz/31803852


Finding open 
access material
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ORA – Oxford University Research 
Archive

CORE (COnecting REpositories) -
open access content from the UK 

and worldwide repositories

BASE (Bielefeld Academic Search 
Engine) - 60% of the indexed 
documents are accessible for free

https://ora.ox.ac.uk/
https://core.ac.uk/
https://www.base-search.net/


Finding pre-prints
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ArXiv - physics, mathematics, computer science, electrical engineering and 
systems science

OSF Preprints: - all subjects

Find out more on OA material and preprints in the Tools and Resources 
section of the Open Access website

https://arxiv.org/
https://osf.io/preprints
http://openaccess.ox.ac.uk/tools-resources/


Open Access resources 

DOAJ: Directory of Open Access Journals

Open Access Training 

For any questions on Open Access contact 
openaccess@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
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https://www.doaj.org/
https://openaccess.ox.ac.uk/training/
mailto:openaccess@bodleian.ox.ac.uk


Is there something we 
don’t have in Oxford?

• If you can’t access the electronic version :

• Do we have the print version?

• Talk to your subject librarian

• Interlibrary loan

More information is available on the 
Bodleian Interlibrary loan webpage

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley/using-this-library/ill


Questions?



Thank you! If you have questions, contact your 
Subject Librarian

Alessandra Vetrugno -

Engineering Science

• Email:

alessandra.vetrugno@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

• LibGuide:

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/enginee
ring

• Twitter: @radcliffescilib

Rachel Scanlon –

Computer Science

• Email:

rachel.scanlon@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

• LibGuide:

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/comput
er_science

• Twitter: @radcliffescilib

mailto:alessandra.vetrugno@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/engineering
mailto:rachel.scanlon@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/computer_science
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