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Bodleian Social Science Library: Committee on Library Provision and Strategy  
2.00pm, Friday 28 May 2021 

 
Meeting held online via Zoom 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
1. Introductions and apologies 

 
Present: 
 
Academic members: James Forder (Economics, Chair), Katrin Mueller-Johnson (Criminology), 
Nick Own (DPIR), Marti Rovira (Sociology), Anna Tsalapatanis (CSLS). Student members: 
Kelsea Jeon (Socio-Legal Studies), Virginia Nizza (IR), Library members: Aimee Burlakova (St 
Antony’s College Library), Louise Clarke (Head of Social Sciences Libraries), Jo Gardner 
(Bodleian Social Science Librarian, Minutes), Angelina Gibson (Social Sciences Libraries), 
Andy Kernot (Social Science Library), Sarah Rhodes (Social Science Library), John Southall 
(Social Science Library), Elizabeth Wells (Law Library), Helen Worrell (Tylor Anthropology 
Library) 
 
Apologies received: Ariell Ahearn Ligham (SoGE), Tim Baxter (SoGE), Rossella Ciccia (DSPI), 
Anne Irfan (ODID), Johanna Roth (Economics).  
 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
The Committee noted a clarification to Item 5 Comments from student representatives, and 
the minutes were updated and finalised.  
 
 

2.1 Q Step Centre Lab (agenda item 5) 
 
The Department of Politics and International Relations (DPIR) confirmed that they would not 
resume face-to-face teaching in the Q Step Centre Lab this term.  
 
 

3. Social Science Librarian Report  
 

3.1 Pilot study to increase access to books at the Social Science Library 
 
The Committee supported the recommendation that the Social Science Library (SSL) will 
convert a subset of Library Use Only [LUO] books to loanable as a pilot study for 1 year, in 
line with the Bodleian Libraries’ recommendation to “incrementally increase the proportion 
of post-1900 book collections available for borrowing, including books received through 
legal deposit, within a carefully managed framework”. The last printed copies of core 
reading list title will be excluded, so they can remain available for consultation and for the 
scanning service.  
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3.2 Trinity Term Student Survey 
 
Jo Gardner reported on the Trinity Term Student Survey, which took place during 10-23 May 
2021 and received 137 responses. Feedback was generally positive, and there was a small 
increase since the 2018 survey for respondents who stated there were ‘enough’ copies of 
essential/core books on their reading lists (66% from 64%) and further 
reading/recommended books on their reading lists (63% from 60%). A higher percentage of 
respondents prefer ebooks to print books (57% from 47%), and there were a lot of positive 
comments about library staff.  
 
 

3.3 Tylor Anthropology Library move to the Social Science Library 
 
Helen Worrell, Archaeology and Tylor Anthropology Librarian, reported that the 
anthropology collection in the Tylor Library is being prepared to transfer in June/July 2022 to 
the SSL ahead of the move of SAME [School of Archaeology and Museum Ethnography] to 
the Le Gros Clark Building. This move has been approved by the Curators of the University 
Libraries. All books in the main collection will transfer to the SSL. Print serials will be 
transferred to the Book Storage Facility and the SSL in line with the outcome of a 
consultation exercise with SAME. Anthropology theses and library-owned DVDs will also 
transfer to the SSL.  
 
 

4. Bodleian Libraries Reports 
 

4.1 Bodleian Social Sciences Libraries Trinity Term 2021 Report 
 
Louise Clarke noted that access to the HathiTrust Emergency Temporary Access Service will 
continue until at least 20 June, at which point it will be subject to review. Bodleian Libraries 
has introduced a suspension policy for repeated non-attendance, due to the pressure on 
library spaces and high no-show rates. This is underpinned by support for disabled students 
and a system-wide appeals process. The no-show rate has dropped from 32% to 13%.  
 
Books on loan have been automatically renewed until 1 June, and free postal return services 
are available for readers who are not returning to Oxford. The new Bodleian Libraries 
website went live at the end of March to improve accessibility, navigation and content.  
 
 

4.2 Additional student representatives 
 
The Committee welcomed the proposal from the Social Sciences Divisional Library 
Committee to co-opt up to 3 additional student representatives, so that discussions can be 
better informed by the student perspective. The Committee agreed to identify 
undergraduate student representatives and inform Louise. ACTION: Jo will follow this up in 
October with the new student representatives for this committee.  
 
 
 
 



3 
 

5. Comments from student representatives 
 
Kelsea Jeon asked whether the Bodleian Libraries Inter-Library Loans service is available. Jo 
replied that it is possible to order copies and the service is currently free of charge; further 
information is at https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/interlib  
 
 

6. Comments from staff representatives: None noted. 
 
 

7. Items for Divisional CLiPS: None noted. 
 

 
8. Any other business: None noted. 

 
 
Date of next meeting: Friday 12 November 2021, 2pm.  

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/interlib

