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Bodleian Social Science Library: Committee on Library Provision and Strategy  
2.00pm, Friday 19 February 2021 

 
Meeting held online via Zoom 

 
FINAL MINUTES 

 
1. Introductions and apologies 

 
Present: 
 
Academic members: Ariell Ahearn Ligham (SoGE), Rossella Ciccia (DSPI), James Forder 
(Economics, Chair), Carolyn Hoyle (Criminology), Marti Rovira (Sociology), Anna Tsalapatanis 
(CSLS). Student members: Otto Barrow (PPE), Samuel Dong (DPIR), Anna Kahlisch 
(Criminology), Masie Kemp (SoGE), Alexandra Kersley (ODID), Johanna Roth (Economics), 
Eleanor Whittingdale (CSLS). Library members: Aimee Burlakova (St Antony’s College 
Library), Louise Clarke (Head of Social Sciences Libraries), Jo Gardner (Bodleian Social Science 
Librarian, Minutes), Angelina Gibson (Social Sciences Libraries), Andy Kernot (Social Science 
Library), Sarah Rhodes (Social Science Library), John Southall (Social Science Library), 
Elizabeth Wells (Law Library).  
 
Apologies received:  Tim Baxter (SoGE), Rachel Condry (Criminology), Anne Irfan (ODID), Izzy 
Monnickendam (ODID), Virginia Nizza (DPIR), Nick Owen (DPIR), Shree Shah (DPIR), Nickolai 
Soukup (DSPI).  
 
 

2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 

2.1 Economics e-textbooks (agenda item 5) 
 
James Forder wrote to the Director of Graduate Studies at the Department of Economics to 
advise him that many core economics textbooks are not available online. Johanna Roth 
reported that most required textbooks are available online this term, and this is an 
improvement.  
 
 

3. Social Science Librarian Report  
 

3.1 Update on site-based services at the SSL 
 
Jo Gardner announced that the SSL remains open to readers from 10am-4pm, Monday-
Friday, and that the LibraryScan and Click and Collect services remain in place. Maisie Kemp 
reported that SoGE students have found it hard to book a space in the library, and that the 
opening hours do not take account of students attending daytime online lectures and 
corresponding Q&A opportunities. Ariell Ahearn, Alexandra Kersley, Rossella Ciccia and Otto 
Barrow all confirmed that their lectures were live, not recorded. Otto asked about library 
hours for the Easter Vacation and Louise Clarke responded that an update would be 
available soon.  
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4. Bodleian Libraries Report 

 
4.1 Bodleian Social Sciences Libraries HT21 Report 

 
Louise noted that a phased increase in reading room study spaces in Hilary Term now 
provides 1,380 daily booking slots including the SSL and Law Library. Recent enhancements 
to the library booking tool include automated cancellations and reducing the booking 
horizon to 3 days. Work to introduce same-day bookings and re-introduce an overbooking 
protocol is in hand. The libraries have increased e-resource provision. E-textbooks from CUP 
and OUP are now available, and over 100,000 new ebooks have been added to SOLO 
through EBA (Evidence-Based Acquisition) projects with Springer, Brill, CUP and others. 
Access to the HathiTrust Emergency Temporary Access Service has been reinstated, and 
8,500 HathiTrust links have been added to relevant citations in ORLO. Louise noted that the 
Live Chat service remains available for remote support.  
 
Eleanor Whittingdale reported that the increased ebook provision is helpful, but LibraryScan 
requests are limited to one chapter per book which is a problem for comparative law. Louise 
responded that these limits are governed by copyright legislation and recommended ebook 
requests as an alternative. Otto asked if the library booking tool could be enhanced to 
enable full-day bookings and a more seamless interaction with Single Sign-On. Louise will 
pass these suggestions on and noted that the booking tool will be re-opened to non-
University readers, so the second development is unlikely.  
 
 

4.2 Bodleian Libraries LibGuides Review 
 
The committee was briefed on the LibGuides review, which has been set up to clarify the 
purpose of the online guides to library resources and their relationship with the Bodleian 
Libraries website. Any feedback should be sent directly to Louise.  
 
 

4.3 Bodleian Libraries Changing the Narrative Project Report 
 
Louise drew attention to recent achievements and an amendment to the Bodleian Libraries 
collection management policy to develop collections in previously under-represented areas. 
The Archaeology and Tylor Anthropology Librarian is leading the project and works with 
various networks and subject librarians to raise awareness of Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusivity (EDI) in several areas. The project has trialled major online resources in areas such 
as LGBT+ and BME Studies, and it has successfully advocated for a dedicated fund for books 
that don’t otherwise fall into a clear subject area.  
 
 

5. Comments from student representatives 
 
Izzy Monnickendam had asked Jo before the meeting if it would be possible to extend the 
LibrayScan service to include college libraries. Aimee Burlakova responded that all readers 
are welcome to contact any college library to request a scanned chapter from that library’s 
collection if the item is not available elsewhere in the Oxford libraries. 
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Izzy also passed on feedback that LibraryScan requests can take several days to arrive, and 
this is too long for books on student reading lists. Jo responded that course coordinators can 
ask the library to scan chapters for their reading lists and/or purchase ebook versions in 
advance. Library staff are also adding relevant LibraryScan requests to reading lists for future 
convenience.  
 
Otto asked when teaching would resume in the Q Step Centre Lab.  
ACTION: Jo will follow this up with DPIR, who organise most of the sessions in this room.  
 
 

6. Comments from staff representatives: None noted. 
 
 

7. Items for Divisional CLiPS  
 

Library opening hours need to take account of students attending daytime online lectures. 
 

8. Any other business: None noted. 
 
 
Date of next meeting: Friday 28 May 2021, 2pm.  


