John Johnson Collection: pre-1960 ephemera
London Play Places

This section has been catalogued and digitised (with the exception of items in copyright).

For the 18th century: catalogue records and images for the 18" century can be found on
the Digital Bodleian site and the John Johnson Collection online catalogue

For the 19th century, catalogue records (only) are on the John Johnson Collection online
catalogue. Records and images are on The John Johnson Collection: an archive of
printed ephemera (JISC-funded project, partnered by ProQuest)

Extent: 12 boxes and 12 Entertainments folders

Box 1

Adelaide Gallery & Lowther Arcade: 1832, 34, 35, 50, n.d.

Alexandra Palace: 1871, 72, 76, 77, 78, 79, 98, 99, 1900, 03, 05, n.d.

Agquarium (Royal Aquarium, Westminster): 1876, 77, 78, 80, 84, 85, 86, 87, 90, 91, 93,
94, 95, 96, 97, 99, 1903

Argyll Rooms: 1826, 28, 48, 56, n.d.

Astley’s Royal Saloon

Box 2

Bazaars

Carlton

Corinthian

King Street, Portman Square: 1851

London Crystal Palace: 1876

New Royal Bazaar, Leicester Square: 1830

Queen’s: 1836-8

Royal Victoria Bazaar, Holborn: 1834

British Institution (Illustration published by R Ackermann’s Repository of Arts): 1808
Bullock Museum (see also Egyptian Hall)

Cider Cellars, Covent Garden

Cole Hole Tavern, Fountain Court, Strand: 1853, n.d.

Coliseum

Colosseum General: Prospectuses, handbills, advertisements: 1822/23, 23, 27, 28, 29, 30,
33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 45, 48, 53, 54, 63, 75, n.d.

Box 3

Colosseum Newspaper clippings: 1822/3, 29, 30, 33, 36, 37, 38, 45, 46, 52, 59, 60, 63, 75,
n.d.
Colosseum Illustrations: 1826, 27, 28, 45, 63
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Colosseum Cyclorama: 1848, 49, 50, 53, 54

Crystal Palace:
Programmes, handbills etc: 1856, 67, 81, 82, 84, 87, n.d.
Newspaper clippings

Box 4

Cremorne Gardens: 1850, 52, 57, 60, 77, n.d.
Crown and Anchor, Strand: 1840
Cupers Gardens: 1879, n.d.
Exeter Hall: 1836, 38, 50, 51, n.d.
Fitzroy Arms: 1854
Free-mason’s Hall
Gardens, misc.:
The New Wells: 1740
Island of St Helena Tea Gardens: 1780
Royal Spa Gardens: 1803
Grand Temple of Flora/ Spring Gardens: 1830s
St Pancras Gardens: 1877
Royal Hospital Gardens, Chelsea: 1925
Grecian Saloon, Grecian Harmonic Hall: 1831, 32, 43
Hanover Square Rooms (Concerts material transferred to Concerts 2): 1841
Historic Monuments and Buildings, misc.: 1833, 99, n.d.
Holborn Casino, Casino de Venise: 1841, 50
Holborn, Royal Amphitheatre: 1867, 70
Tulley’s Lounge, Holborn 1834, n.d.
Islington Spa/ Islington: 1772, n.d.
King William Street Rooms
Lambeth Gymnasium
Lambeth School of Arms: 1887
Lambeth Baths: 1865
Leverian Museum, Albion Street: 1772, 79, 90, 93, n.d.
Leicester Square: 1852, 74, n.d.
General
[llustrations

Leicester Square, Saville House: 1822, 33, 39, 54, 65, 78

Cafe Chantant, Saville House
Calonnian Museum, Saville House



Lillie Bridge Grounds: 1880

Box 5

Marylebone bowling green and Gardens: 1749, 78, 1842
Museum of Manufactures and Mechanical Arts: 1833, 35
Museum of Ornamental Art, Marlborough House: 1853

Music Hall General

Albert Palace

Canterbury: 1898, 1903, n.d.
Royal Canterbury: 1891

Empress, Brixton

Euston: 1908

Holborn Empire: 1909
Marylebone Theatre

Middlesex Music Hall: 1898
Myddelton Hall; 1856

National Music Hall: 1843

Royal Albert Music Hall: 1888
Royal Cambridge Hall of Varieties: 1893
Royal Holborn: 1895, 96

Royal Standard: 1905

St. George’s Hall: 1881, 82, n.d
Weston’s Grand Music Hall: 1861

Music Rooms and Concerts

Albion Hall: 1850
Freemason’s Hall (including Eiseddvod)
New Rooms, Tottenham Street
Ruckholt-House, Essex: 1742, 49
Napoleonic Museum
General: n.d.
Auction catalogue: 1873
Napoleon Misc.: n.d.
National Gallery: 1861
North Woolwich Gardens: 1848, 53, 58, 69, 76, n.d.
Olympia: 1896, 1906, n.d.
Panopticon, the 1852, 53, 54, 55, 97, n.d.
General
Auction catalogue



Box 6

Parks: 1858, 60, 91, 1908, n.d.
Polytechnic Institution: 1866/7, n.d.

Prospectuses

Exhibition Rooms: 1850
General Exhibition Company: 1856
Glaciarium and Frozen Lake: n.d
Indian Collection and Museum of Mankind: 1850
National Repository for the exhibition of specimens of new and improved productions of
the artisans and manufacturers of the United Kingdom: 1829
Panarmonicon: 1829
Royal Elysium: 1812
Ranelagh Park: 1750, 1791
Misc Rooms:
Hickford Rooms
Kendall House
Large Rooms (parody of advertisement for a Room)
Lisle Street, Leicester Square
Macklin’s Great Room
Nathan’s Assembly Rooms
People’s Palace
Polygraphic Rooms
Salle de M. Robin
Misc.
Rosherville Gardens/Kent Zoological and Botanic Gardens
- 1834, 39, 42, 43, 46, 48, 49, 64, 66, 68, 70, 72, 92, n.d
- Illustrations: 1841, 43, 48, 93, n.d.
St. George’s Gallery: 1853

Box 7

St. James’s Music Hall: 1858, n.d.
St. James’s Palace and Park: 1856, n.d.
St. Martin’s Hall: 1853, 56
Spring Gardens
Surrey Zoological Gardens (including Royal Surrey Gardens)
1849, 50, 51, 60, 72
Illustrations: 1848, 56, n.d.
Royal Surrey Gardens/ Theatre
Theatres: 1727, 84, 1836, 52, n.d.
Royal Rifle Galleries, Tichborne Street
Vauxhall Gardens
Advertisements etc 1790s, 1827, 30, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 41, 44, 48, 54, 56,
59, n.d.



Illustrations: 1750, 1821, 1833, 42, 51, n.d.
Related illustrations

Box 8
Vauxhall Gardens

Newspaper clippings: 1786, 1789, 1790s, 1803, 12, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29,

30, 31, 39, 46, 49, 59, n.d.
Tusculanum (Smith’s Tea Rooms adjoining Vauxhall Gardens)
Pamphlets: 1797, 1838, n.d.
Walhalla Leicester Square: 1846, 47, 48, 49, 51, n.d.
White Conduit House: 1832, 35, 49
Z00s
Chambers’s Journal (Brighton Aquarium) 1873

Country Life (Whipsnade, London Aquarium and Tower of London) 1952, 53, 55

Whipsnhade, n.d.
Zoological Society: 1825, 26, 28, 34
Misc.

Misc. and General

Newspaper clippings: 1780, 1822, (32 & 45), 39, 99, 1918, n.d.
[lustrations: 1813, 18, 32, n.d.
Misc. (manuscript): n.d.

Box 9

Egyptian Hall:

Animals on Show: 1822, 29, 37, 39, 41, 41-3, 45, 48, n.d.

Catlin’s North American Indian Museum 1840, 43, 44, 45, n.d.

Concerts: 1824/7, 1830, 39, 47, 75, 78, n.d.

Dioramas & Panoramas:

1826, 43, 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 57, (52-58), (58-60), 73, 74
Parodic/comedic panorama — Artemus Ward : 1866
Secondary material: n.d.

Box 10

Egyptian Hall:

Dioramas & Panormas (Cont.)
Dioramas and Panoramas (booklets): 1822, 23/24, 24, 28, 48, 49, 52, 55, 59
Diorama/Panorama booklet misc. — Kasperl (Punch) booklet by Albert Smith:
1857



Dudley Gallery: 1862
Exhibitions: 1821, 32, 38, 39, 42, 43, 46, 47, 48, 65, 80, 85, n.d.
Exhibitions (booklets): 1816, 25, 28, 29
Humans: 1829, 38, 44, 45, 46, 65, 80, 84, n.d.
Magic and Mystery
Prof Herrmann: 1870/72, 71, 72, 73, n.d.
Mr. Robin: 1862
Mysterious Lady: 1848

Box 11

Egyptian Hall:

Magic and Mystery (Maskelyne & Cooke): 1875, 77, 78, 79, 81, 83, 85, 94, 95, 96, 98,

1904, n.d.

Models
Battle of Waterloo: 1838, 39, 42, 45
Venice: 1843

Napoleon museum

Museum: 1843, 44, 45, n.d.

Secondary/Misc. n.d.

Newspaper cuttings/Illustrations

Cuttings: 1839, 60, 65, 1907, 54, n.d.

[llustrations: 1828

Misc. (Auction catalogues): 1828, 33, 34, 45, n.d.

Box 12

Egyptian Hall
Miscellaneous entertainments/ secondary material
1837, 64, 67,72,73, 74,75, 77, 78, 82, 83, 85, 1904, n.d.

Historical note: there were formerly no boxes 7, 8 and 12. The London Play Places
section has expanded due to improved housing at the time of the ProQuest project. Boxes
7, 8 and 12 were created at that time. Old references to London Play Places might
therefore be inaccurate.

See also
Entertainments folders (outsize sequence)

Folder 1
London Venues (alphabetically) (1) — (50)



Folder 2

Vauxhall Gardens (1) — (19)
Other London Gardens (20) — (40)

Folder 3

Colosseum (1) — (27)
Olympia (28) — (35)

Folder 4
Egyptian Hall (1) - (33)

Folder 5

Provincial Venues (1) — (28)
Misc. Provincial and Foreign Venues (29) — (37)
Provincial (29) - (32)
Ireland (33) — (34)
France (35) — (36)
United States (37)

Folder 6
Panoramas: Leicester Square (1) — (69)

Folder 7

Panoramas: London Venues (1) — (42)

Bazaar, Baker Street (1)

Bow and Bromley Institute (2)

The Colosseum (3)

The Egyptian Hall (4) — (9)

Lyceum, Strand (10) — (19)

Panorama Strand/Panorama in the Strand (20) — (32)
Royal Apollonian Rooms (33)

Great Room, Spring Gardens (34) — (38)
St. James's Hall (39)

Surrey Masonic Hall, Camberwell (40)
Thames Tunnel (41)

Westminster Panorama (42)

Panoramas (Provincial, Foreign and Misc.) (43) — (59)

Provincial Venues (43) — (51)
Foreign Venues (52)
Misc. (53) — (59)

Folder 8
Circuses (1) — (30)



Circuses (1) - (12)

Acrobats (13) — (15)

Clowns (16)

Equestrian (17) — (18)
Performing Animals (19)
Rope Walking (20) — (27)
Misc. Circus Acts (28) — (30)

Waxworks (31) — (33)
Folder 9
Animals on Show (1) — (28)

Humans (29) — (49)

Dwarfs & Giants (29) — (32)
Disabilities (33) — (39)

Fire-Proof Men & Women (40) — (42)
Pig-Faced Ladies (43)

Fasting (44)

Idiots and Madmen (45)

Primitive People (46)

Misc. (47) — (49)

Folder 10

Minstrels (1) — (15)
Bell Ringers (16) — (21)
Lectures (22) — (35)
Folder 11

Misc. (1) - (32)

Folder 12 (Large)

Large items (1) — (34)
London Venues (1) — (18)
Provincial Venues (19) — (31)
Unknown Venues (32) — (34)



Folder 13 (Large)

Royal Aquarium (large items, mostly Japanese paper) (1) — (21)
Royal Pavilion (large items, all Japanese paper) (22) — (25)
Folder 14 (Large)

Misc. (1) - (11)



