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Structure of Special Collections

Special 
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Medieval & Early 
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Oriental 
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University 
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Archives and Modern Manuscripts:
Summary of holdings

• Post 1800

• Personal archives

• Archives of organizations:
– Businesses

– Charities

– Academic organizations

– Political organizations and activist groups



Archives and Modern Manuscripts:
Summary of holdings relevant to the Social Sciences

 Politics

 Economics

 International Relations

 International Development

 Other Social Science disciplines



• The extent and quality of the collection

• GDPR and other access restrictions

• The format/accessibility of the material

• Palaeography issues

• The level of detail of the written record

• The level of detail of the descriptive catalogue

• Lack of subject classification

• Availability of complementary material

Archives and Modern Manuscripts:
Factors to consider when using archival material



Finding archival resources: 
The options

• Published guides:

– Modern political papers in the Bodleian 

Library (1996)

– A subject guide to the collections (2004)

• Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts

• National Archives Discovery

• LibGuide to finding aids



Finding archival resources: 
Published guides to holdings



Finding archival resources: 
The options

• Published guides:

– Modern political papers in the Bodleian 

Library (1996)

– A subject guide to the collections (2004)

• Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts

• National Archives Discovery

• LibGuide to finding aids



https://archives.bodleian.ox.ac.uk



Bodleian Archives & 
Manuscripts

Demonstration



Finding archival resources: 
National Archives Discovery 1



Finding archival resources: 
National Archives Discovery 2



Finding archival resources: 
National Archives Discovery 3



Finding archival resources: 
National Archives Discovery 4



Finding archival resources: 
National Archives Discovery 5



Finding archival resources: 
The options

• Published guides:

– Modern political papers in the Bodleian 

Library (1996)

– A subject guide to the collections (2004)

• Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts

• National Archives Discovery

• LibGuide to finding aids



Finding archival resources: 
LibGuides



Finding archival resources: 
Requesting material

• Manual system (not on SOLO!), using traditional order slips 
available in the reading room:

• Takes about 2 hours (or order in advance via email)

• Staff-mediated orders for archives stored off-site: 24 hours 
minimum



Using the reading rooms

• No food or drink (lockers available)

• Pencils only

• Limited amount of archives at one time

• Ensure order is kept

• Gloves for photographic materials

• Digital photography (conditions)



Useful web pages and links 
Weston Library home page:

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/weston

Subject guides to Bodleian archives & manuscripts:

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-
collections/finding-aids-and-catalogues

LibGuide – Finding aids for Archives and Modern Manuscripts:

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc

Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts:

https://archives.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

National Archives Discovery:

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/

Advance orders for manuscript orders (24hrs notice):

Specialcollections.bookings@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/weston
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-collections/finding-aids-and-catalogues
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc
https://archives.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
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