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Aim today
• Provide an overview of electronic resources for History 

• Tips how best to access subscription resources 

• Give examples of useful resources: 

• Bibliographic databases 

• Reference sources 

• Primary Sources

• Audio-visual resources 

• Data sources 

• Maps

• Websites

• Questions 

Not covering archives. See 
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-collections

for more on archives.

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-collections


Quality resources

✓ Authoritative 

✓ Accurate 

✓ Comprehensive 

✓Up-to-date 

✓ Scholarly apparatus

Also consider:
• What has not been digitized, 
microfilmed, published

• Vast amount of information

• Trap: searching only by keywords 
➢ browse, use indices & advanced searches 



Mind the Terms & Conditions

Use of Oxford eresources is governed 
strictly by licence agreements:

• E-resources may be used for study and research 
but NOT for commercial purposes

• You may NOT share your password or pass 
content from e-resources to anyone else

• Systematic downloading or viewing of excessive 
amounts of data is strictly forbidden

• Failure to comply may result in:

• Referral to the University Proctors

• Publishers withdrawing content from the 
whole university



Guides, guides and more guides

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history

• Art History
• Legal history (e.g. Witchcraft & the law in 

early modern Europe)
• Criminal and judicial statistics from 1800 to 

the present day
• Newspapers and other online news sources 

from the 17th – 21st centuries  
• Official Papers
• Oral History
• Women's Studies 
• WWI Primary Resource Guide

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history


Access to subscriptions

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk Databases A-Z (via SOLO) Off-campus access: 
Single-Sign On 

(SSO)

During this talk: If you see a URL, then it’s free on the web. If not, then access is via SOLO or Databases A-Z.

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?vid=SOLO
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/az.php


What SOLO does that Google can’t

Over 43,100,000 results none of which give you 
access to University of Oxford subscription, as Google 
doesn’t know the URL.

✓ Use SOLO / Databases A-Z to find and 
access Oxford subscription resources.



Finding eresources in SOLO



Finding eresources in Databases A-Z



Types of resources

Bibliographical databases
books, articles, dissertations

Reference sources
dictionaries & encyclopaedias, directories, etc.

Full-text alternative
eJournals, eBooks, online newspapers, digitised source

material, maps, images, data, etc.

Search engines & portals



Bibliographical databases: 
books

Library catalogues:

SOLO http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

Explore British Library http://explore.bl.uk

JISC Library Hub Discover https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk

Karlsruhe Virtual Catalog https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu/

WorldCat [via SOLO or Databases A-Z]

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo-explore/search?vid=SOLO
http://explore.bl.uk
https://discover.libraryhub.jisc.ac.uk/
https://kvk.bibliothek.kit.edu/
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/kb750l/LGDBaz/31802808


African Studies

Atlantic History

Chinese Studies

International Relations

Islamic Studies

Jewish Studies

Latin American Studies

Medieval Studies

Military History

Renaissance & Reformation

Oxford Bibliographies Online

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213907107026


OBO: Atlantic History > Haitian Revolution



Finding journal articles



Specialist catalogues

Incunabula Short-Title Catalogue 

(pre-1501) https://data.cerl.org/istc/_search

BL Newspaper catalogue

http://explore.bl.uk> Advanced Search

https://data.cerl.org/istc/_search
http://explore.bl.uk/


Use Search Everything with caution & patience if doing literature searches:
Includes only a selection of published output &

can’t do sophisticated searches (e.g. limit by historical period)

SOLO 
Search Everything

“Search Everything”: searching only 
articles what have been digitised AND 
what Oxford has subscribed to (which is 
not everything).



Is JSTOR the answer? 

Searching only what has been digitised 
AND what Oxford has subscribed to 
(which is not everything).

And then there is Google Scholar…



Bibliographical databases

Use bibliographical databases to systematically search for journal 
articles, etc. They index relevant publications including those 
only published in print.

Bibliographical databases tell you what has been published, not 
what is held in Oxford!



Historical Abstracts

Various search options

Limit by historical period



Bibliographical details

Abstracts

Save citations

Follow 
Find It @ Oxford



Bibliographical databases: 
articles 

• Bibliography of British & Irish History 

• Historical Abstracts (world history, 1450-) 

• International Medieval Bibliography (500-1500) 

• Bibliography of the History of Art

• ATLA Religion Database (history of religion & church) 

• Index Religiosus

• EconLit (incl. economic history) 

• Philosopher’s Index (incl. intellectual history) 

• Web of Science (esp. good for book reviews, citation searches) 

• C19: The Nineteenth Century Index (19th century indices)

Databases A-Z > History > Finding critical literature

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213894307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213938107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213920307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213795907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213929907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213900407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213796007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213846507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213865707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213802107026


Bibliography 
of British & 
Irish History

Excellent for local history, from Roman times to contemporary 
Britain & Ireland.

Also covers British Empire (third of the world at some point)
https://blog.history.ac.uk/2016/07/the-global-
reach-of-the-bibliography-of-british-and-irish-
history/

https://blog.history.ac.uk/2016/07/the-global-reach-of-the-bibliography-of-british-and-irish-history/


Bibliographical databases: 
other countries

• America: History & Life (N America)

• Index Islamicus (Oriental)

• Bibliography of Asian Studies

• American Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies

• Chicano Database

• Handbook of Latin American Studies

• Hispanic American Periodicals Index (HAPI)

Databases A-Z > History > Finding Critical Literature

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213818207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213921407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213867507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213929007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213931207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213930207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213885007026


Bibliographical databases: 
dissertations 

• ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (Global full text plus UK and 

Ireland abstracts)

• Theses in progress & completed (1970- via Institute of Historical 

Research website) http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses

• EThOS for finding the full-text for UK HE dissertations http://ethos.bl.uk

Note: not all universities, including Oxbridge, are participating! 

Databases A-Z > Theses and Dissertations

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213782407026
http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses
http://ethos.bl.uk/


Dictionaries & encyclopedias 

• Gateways 
• Oxford Reference

• Cambridge Histories Online

• Subject-specific 
• International Encyclopedia for the Middle Ages

• Oxford English Dictionary

• Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy

• Oxford Art Online

Databases A-Z > Reference Works

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213929707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213845507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213920507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma990198768100107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213851107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213931007026




Biographical Information 

• World Biographical Information System

• Oxford Dictionary of National Biography (British)

• Who is Who / Who was Who (British)

• Dictionary of Irish Biography

• American National Biography

• Allgemeine/Neue Deutsche Biographie https://www.deutsche-biographie.de

• Welsh Biography Online https://biography.wales/

• Dictionary of New Zealand Biography https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies

Ancestry.com and FindMyPast are freely available in Oxfordshire Country Libraries
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reference-online/family-history-and-biographies

Databases A-Z > Biographical Resources

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213936907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213817507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213790107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213783207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213935207026
https://www.deutsche-biographie.de/
https://biography.wales/
https://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/leisure-and-culture/libraries/reference-online/family-history-and-biographies




ODNB detail & finding archives



World Biographical Information System (WBIS)



Other useful reference sources 

• Historical Directories of England & Wales (Victorian England)
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4

• Historical currency & value of money
Inflation: value of the pound 1750-2011 https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/rp12-31/

Currency converter 1270-2017 (TNA) https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter/

• Historical calendars, e.g. http://www.timeanddate.com/

http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/rp12-31/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/currency-converter/
http://www.timeanddate.com/


Historical Directories of 
England & Wales



Full-text: Digital libraries

• Digital.Bodleian http://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

• British History Online (IHR) http://www.british-history.ac.uk/

• Europeana http://www.europeana.eu/

• Gallica (Bibliothèque nationale de France) http://gallica.bnf.fr/

• Deutsche Digitale Bibliothek https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/

• Digital Public Library of America https://dp.la/

• Trove (National Library of Australia) http://trove.nla.gov.au/

• And many more

http://digital.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
http://www.europeana.eu/
http://gallica.bnf.fr/
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/
https://dp.la/
http://trove.nla.gov.au/


British History Online



5-minute break
Next:
Full-text resources for 
medieval, early modern & 
modern history



Full-text: Medieval, 300-1500 

• British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/

• Early Church Texts

• Monumenta Germaniae Historica (MGH)

• Medieval and Early Modern Sources Online (MEMSO)

• Manchester Medieval Sources Online

• Medieval Travel Writing

• Medieval Family Life

• Parliament Rolls of Medieval England, 1275-1504 (PROME)

• Regesta Imperii http://opac.regesta-imperii.de/lang_en/

Databases A-Z > History > Medieval, 300-1500

Databases A-Z > Byzantine Studies, Theology, Philosophy, etc.

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213874707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213927007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213836807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213927307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213847007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213798107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Parliament%20Rolls%20of%20Medieval%20England,%201275-1504&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=44OXF_INST:SOLO&offset=0
http://opac.regesta-imperii.de/lang_en/


Parliamentary Rolls of England (PROME)



PROME detail



Medieval and Early Modern Sources Online





Medieval Travel Writing



Full-text: Early modern, 1500-1800 

• Cecil Papers

• Early English Books Online (EEBO) 

• Early European Books (EEB) Parts 1-4: Danish, Italian, Dutch, some French

• Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO) 

• Digital Library of the Catholic Reformation 

• Digital Library of Classic Protestant Texts

• Electronic Enlightenment

• The Grand Tour

• Making of the Modern World (1450-1850 Part I only, strong social & economic history)

• Proceedings of the Old Bailey, London 1674-1913 http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/

• State Papers Online I-IV: Tudors, Stuarts & Commonwealth 1509-1714

• UK Parliamentary Papers (incl. 18th century)

• and more…

Connected Histories: British History Sources, 1500-1900 
http://www.connectedhistories.org/

Databases A-Z > History > Early Modern, 1500-1800

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213870407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025214037807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213834407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213822807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213819207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213819307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213824107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213838207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213821707026
http://www.oldbaileyonline.org/
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213846207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213874607026
http://www.connectedhistories.org/




Early English Books Online (EEBO)



State Papers Online Parts I-IV (1509-1714) Foreign & Domestic

State Papers Online: an introduction to documents on 
Tudor and Stuart society, life, and government 

24 Feb 2.15-3.45pm, Weston Library 

Book at 
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/ISKILL0078

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/ISKILL0078


Eighteenth Century 
Collections Online 
(ECCO)





Full-text: Modern, 1800-

Printed publications - Personal or institutional archives - Government papers

• Making of the Modern World (1450-1850 Part I only, strong social & economic history) 

• Queen Victoria's Journals (1832-1901) 

• Victorian Popular Culture 

• London Low Life 

• Confidential Print: 
• Africa, 1834-1966

• Middle East, 1839-1969 

• North America 1824-1961

• Latin America, 1833-1969  

• Japan: Occupation of Japan, 1946-1952

• Documents on British Policy Overseas 

• First World War: Personal Experiences 

• Mass Observation Online 

• UK Parliamentary Papers (incl. Hansard) 

• The Cabinet Papers 1915-1982 

• European Colonialism in the early 20th century

Other subject librarians
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/subject-librarians

iSkills: Information Resources for Modern Global History
Slides: https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4

Databases A-Z > History > Modern, 1800-

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213821707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213903507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213798307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213798507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Confidential%20Print%20adam%20matthew&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=44OXF_INST:SOLO&facet=rtype,include,database&offset=0
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213898007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213797507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213893607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213874607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213843207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,European%20Colonialism%20in%20the%20early%2020th%20century&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=44OXF_INST:SOLO&facet=rtype,include,databases&offset=0
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/subject-librarians
https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4


Related resource:

John Johnson Collection of 
Printed Ephemera





UK Parliamentary and Government materials
Guidance via https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/op 

Hansard, Commons Sitting of Friday, June 27, 1856.

UK 
Parliamentary 
Papers

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/op


Confidential Print: Middle East, 1839-1969

iSkills: Confidential Print and Foreign Office files: Sources 
for 19th and 20th century studies

Tues 7 Nov. 2-3pm, Teams.

Book https://tinyurl.com/bd78vvzb

https://tinyurl.com/bd78vvzb


French Colonialism in Africa

Archives Unbound series
Databases A-Z: Gale (Firm): Archives unbound (ox.ac.uk)

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/az.php?v=66572&q=Archives%20unbound


US Declassified 
Documents Online

Bethan Davies, US Studies Subject Librarian

iSkills: Sources for U.S. History
Slides: https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4

https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4


Diversity and Inclusivity 1
• Disability History resources (LibGuide) https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/disability-history-

resources/home

• London Low Life 
• Mass Observation Online

• Africa and the New Imperialism
• Black Thought and Culture
• Empire Online
• India, Raj and Empire
• Slavery, Abolition and Social Justice
• Slavery and Anti-Slavery: A Transnational Archive, part II: Slave Trade in the Atlantic World
• Slavery, Exploitation and Trade in the West Indies, 1759-1832
• Slave trade records from Liverpool, 1754-1792
• United Society for the Propagation of the Gospel (USPG) [selections]

and more, esp. in Databases A-Z: African Studies, Caribbean Studies, US studies, etc.…

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/disability-history-resources/home
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213798507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213893607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213803107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213809807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213816307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213845307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213808207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025317667707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213915407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213900807026
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/az.php?q=United%20Society%20for%20the%20Propagation%20of%20the%20Gospel%20(USPG)


Disability History Resources (LibGuide)



Slavery, Abolition and Social Justice



London Low Life



Diversity and Inclusivity 2

• Archives of Sexuality and Gender, part I: LGBTQ History and Culture Since 1940
• British and Irish Women’s Letters and Diaries 1500-1950 [has international reach]
• Defining Gender, 1450-1910 
• Epistolae: Medieval Women’s Latin Letters
• Feminae: Medieval Women and Gender Index
• Gerritsen Women's History Collection of Aletta H. Jacobs
• International Women's Periodicals, 1786-1933: Social and Political Issues
• LGBT Magazine Archive Collection 1
• Nineteenth Century Collections Online: Women: Transnational Networks
• North American Women's Letters and Diaries
• Orlando: Women's Writing in the British Isles from the Beginnings to the Present
• Perdita Manuscripts: Women Writers 1500-1700
• Women in the National Archives
• Women, War and Society, 1914–1918 (Archives Unbound)
• Women and Social Movements, International

59

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213878507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213893807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213817807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213858707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213858607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213818607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025214033607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213878407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213869507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213818907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213922307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213907707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213881607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213877307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025214037407026


Archives of Sexuality and Gender



British Women Letters & Diaries 1500-1900 



British Women Letters & Diaries –
Domestic Life



5-minute break
Next:
Newspapers
Visual Resources
Maps
Advanced Google Searching



Full-text: Newspaper: Britain & Ireland

Historical (British) 
17th & 18th Century Burney Newspapers 

17th & 18th Century Nichols Newspapers

Eighteenth Century Journals 

British Library Newspapers, Parts I-V (1732-1950] [regional English newspapers]

Times Digital Archive 1785-2019

The Guardian (1821-2003) / The Observer (1791-2003)

The Telegraph Historical Archive 1855-2016
Irish Times (1859-2018) / Weekly Irish Times (1876-1958)
The Scotsman (1817-1950) 

Illustrated London News Historical Archive 1842-2003 

Daily Mail Historical Archive 1896-2016

Times Literary Supplement Historical Archive 1902-2019

Economist Historical Archive 1843-2020

Financial Times (1888-2016)

Welsh Newspapers Online (1804-1919) http://newspapers.library.wales/

LibGuide https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers

1980s - current (British & Global) 
Nexis UK 

Factiva

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213844407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213787907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213816407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213925607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213867807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213897107026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213869407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213896907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213897007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213833407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213908507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213933207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213816507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213907807026
http://newspapers.library.wales/
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers/home
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213867407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213867907026


Full-text: Newspapers: Europe 1

Austria

ANNO Historische österreichische Zeitungen und Zeitschriften https://anno.onb.ac.at/

Belgium

BelgicaPress https://www.belgicapress.be/?lang=EN

France

Gallica
http://gallica.bnf.fr/html/und/presse-et-revues/les-principaux-quotidiens

http://gallica.bnf.fr/html/und/presse-et-revues/presse-locale-et-regionale

https://gallica.bnf.fr/html/und/presse-et-revues/presse-coloniale

Germany 

Deutsches Zeitungsportal https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper?lang=en

Zefys Zeitungsinformationssystem http://zefys.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/

LibGuide https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers

https://anno.onb.ac.at/
https://www.belgicapress.be/?lang=EN
http://gallica.bnf.fr/html/und/presse-et-revues/les-principaux-quotidiens
http://gallica.bnf.fr/html/und/presse-et-revues/presse-locale-et-regionale
https://gallica.bnf.fr/html/und/presse-et-revues/presse-coloniale
https://www.deutsche-digitale-bibliothek.de/newspaper?lang=en
http://zefys.staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers/home


Full-text: Newspapers: Europe 2

Netherlands

Delpher - Boeken Kranten Tijdschriften http://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/

Portugal

Publicações Periódicas (Biblioteca Nacional Digital) https://bndigital.bnportugal.gov.pt/

Spain

Biblioteca Virtual de Prensa Histórica http://prensahistorica.mcu.es/arce/es/micrositios/inicio.cmd

Biblioteca Digital Hispánica http://www.bne.es/es/Catalogos/BibliotecaDigitalHispanica/Inicio/index.html

LibGuide https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers

http://www.delpher.nl/nl/kranten/
https://bndigital.bnportugal.gov.pt/
http://prensahistorica.mcu.es/arce/es/micrositios/inicio.cmd
http://www.bne.es/es/Catalogos/BibliotecaDigitalHispanica/Inicio/index.html
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers/home


Full-text: Newspapers: rest of world

Historical (rest of world) – examples
19th Century US Newspapers 
African American Newspapers series I (1827-1998)
American Periodicals (1740-1940)
Washington Post (877-2004)
New York Times (1851-2019)
International Herald Tribune Historical Archive, 1888-2013

Caribbean Newspapers, 1718-1876
East African Newspapers
Latin American Newspapers 1805-1922 
Pravda Digital Archive (1912-2009)
Times of India (1838-2010)
Chinese Newspapers Collection (1832-1953)
North China Herald (1850-1940) 
The Japan Times Archives Online (1897-2018) 

1980s - current (British & Global) 
Nexis UK 

Factiva

iSkills: Newspapers and other online news sources 
from the 17th-21st centuries

6 Feb 10-11.30am, Teams

Sign up:
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/ISKILL0064

Slides: https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213790607026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213870907026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213883307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213935707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213781407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025214036707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025214027507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213801307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/discovery/search?query=any,contains,Latin%20American%20Newspapers%201805-1922&tab=Everything&search_scope=MyInstitution&vid=44OXF_INST:SOLO&offset=0
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213833707026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213884807026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213864207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213863307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213876207026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213867407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213867907026
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/ISKILL0064
https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4


The value of newspapers

• News & views

• Commentary on politics, economics, social and cultural life, foreign affairs, 
justice system

• Ephemera, e.g. births, deaths, court circular, advertising, images, cartoons, 
weather, sports results, stock market, fashion, etc.

• BUT need to understand your newspaper: political, religious, class, gender, 
racial affiliation

Good source: Waterloo Directory of English Periodicals and Newspapers, 1800-1900

5

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213935807026


Calcutta Chronicle; and General Advertiser, Volume 02 
- 1787-1788 - Issue 55 - © Adam Matthew Digital

Calcutta Chronicle; and General Advertiser, Volume 
02 - 1787-1788 - Issue 72 - © Adam Matthew 
Digital

Bombay Courier, Volume 12 - 1803 - Issue 536 - © Adam Matthew Digital
Eighteenth Century Journals - examples

32



LibGuide for Newspapers

70

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/newspapers


Visual sources 

Examples: 

ArtStor

Bridgeman Education 

Victorian Popular Culture 

John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephemera

VADS (Visual Arts Data Service) http://www.vads.ac.uk/

Europeana http://www.europeana.eu/

Digital Public Library of America http://dp.la/

Google Images 

Creative Commons Image search (Flickr, Europeana, etc.) https://search.creativecommons.org/

Important: Check terms of use & copyright! 

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/digitaltheses/theses_copyright

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213822507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213886007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213798307026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213919307026
http://www.vads.ac.uk/
http://www.europeana.eu/
http://dp.la/
https://search.creativecommons.org/
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/digitaltheses/theses_copyright


ArtStor

Moving to JSTOR. ArtStor website 
will retire 1/8/24.



Audio-visual sources 

BoB (Box of Broadcasts) 

World Newsreels Online 1929-1966

British Council Film Collection http://film-directory.britishcouncil.org/british-films-directory

British Film Institute https://www.bfi.org.uk/

British Library Sound Archive http://sounds.bl.uk/

British Universities Film and Video Council http://bufvc.ac.uk/

Colonial Film Unit http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/

Film Archives Online http://www.filmarchives-online.eu

Pathé http://www.britishpathe.com/ - http://www.gaumontpathearchives.com/

YouTube http://www.youtube.com/

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213914507026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213829807026
http://film-directory.britishcouncil.org/british-films-directory
https://www.bfi.org.uk/
http://sounds.bl.uk/
http://bufvc.ac.uk/
http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/
http://www.filmarchives-online.eu/
http://www.britishpathe.com/
http://www.gaumontpathearchives.com/
http://www.youtube.com/


Box of Broadcasts (BoB)



World Newsreel Online 1929-1966

Storm over Britain. Anonymous HBO, 1947. https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/storm-over-britain .

https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/storm-over-britain


British Library Sounds



Colonial Film

http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/

http://www.colonialfilm.org.uk/


Data sources 

Examples: 
• International Historical Statistics 1750-2010 

• Historical Statistics of the US: Colonial Times to 1970

• Histpop - Online Historical Population Reports Website http://www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/

• UK Data Service https://www.data-archive.ac.uk

• A Vision of Britain through Time (1801-2001) http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/

• Roper iPoll (US historical polls)

• Gallup Analytics

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/economics/stats

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213911407026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991022176033407026
http://www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/
https://www.data-archive.ac.uk/
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213920007026
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213915207026
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/economics/stats


Available as 
PDF or Excel

International Historical Statistics 1750-2010



UK Data Service• Browse by theme: Ageing, 
Crime, Economics, 
Environment, Education, 
Ethnicity, Food, Health, 
Housing, Information & 
Communication, Labour, 
Politics, Poverty

• Browse by data type: UK 
Surveys, Cross-national 
surveys, Longitudinal 
studies, International 
microdata, census data, 
business microdata, 
Qualitative methods, 
administrative data, etc.

SSO needed to 
access datafile



Maps & Mapping 

Examples:

Digimap

Digimap Historic Map Services

David Rumsey Historical Map Collection http://www.davidrumsey.com/

ORBIS: The Stanford Geospatial Network Model of the Roman World http://orbis.stanford.edu/

Digital Atlas of Roman and Medieval Civilizations (DARMC) https://darmc.harvard.edu/

Regnum Francorum Online: interactive maps and sources of early medieval Europe 
http://www.francia.ahlfeldt.se/index.php

Mapping Gothic France http://mappinggothic.org/

Linguistic geographies: The Gough Map of Great Britain http://www.goughmap.org/

Map of Early Modern London https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/map.htm

Layers of London https://www.layersoflondon.org/

Historical geography (British History Online) http://www.british-history.ac.uk/catalogue/maps

Charles Booth Online Archive: poverty maps of London http://booth.lse.ac.uk/

More information & GIS mapping, Map Department, Weston Library http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/maps

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991025213817007026
Digimap%20Historic%20Map%20Services
http://www.davidrumsey.com
http://orbis.stanford.edu/
https://darmc.harvard.edu/
http://www.francia.ahlfeldt.se/index.php
http://mappinggothic.org/
http://www.goughmap.org/
https://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/map.htm
https://www.layersoflondon.org/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/catalogue/maps
http://booth.lse.ac.uk/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/maps


the Roman World



Charles Booth Online Archive



Layers of London



• Browse through Databases A-Z for history resources:
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/az.php

• Subject Librarians
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/subject-librarians

• For Bodleian’s archival finding aids, see
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-collections/finding-aids-and-catalogues

British Library:

• List of eresources not in Oxford

http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/2013/05/03/eresources-in-the-bl/

• Remote access for registered readers:

http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/2017/06/06/remote-access-to-bl-resources/

More resources

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/az.php
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/subject-librarians
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/weston/finding-resources/catalogues
http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/2013/05/03/eresources-in-the-bl/
http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/2017/06/06/remote-access-to-bl-resources/


Advanced Google searches

Victorian women inurl:ac.uk

intitle:poverty intitle:history inurl:.edu

iSkills: Google for academic research
Slides: https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4

https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4


Gale Digital Scholar Lab

Suffragettes data set: sentiment analysis of 200 documents, plotted 1810-1950.



• Ian Milligan, The Transformation of Historical Research in 
the Digital Age (CUP, 2022).

• Lara Putnam, The Transnational and the Text-Searchable: 
Digitized Sources and the Shadows They Cast, The 
American Historical Review, Volume 121, Issue 2, April 
2016, Pages 377–402, https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/121.2.377

• Mateusz Fafinski, Facsimile narratives: Researching the 
past in the age of digital reproduction, Digital Scholarship 
in the Humanities, Volume 37, Issue 1, April 2022, Pages 
94–108, https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqab017

• Gerben Zaagsma, Digital History and the Politics of 
Digitization, Digital Scholarship in the Humanities, 2022; 
fqac050, https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqac050

• Thylstrup, Nanna Bonde. The Politics of Mass Digitization. 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 2019. 

Further reading

https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/44OXF_INST/1c6cdll/alma991022140991407026
https://doi.org/10.1093/ahr/121.2.377
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqab017
https://doi.org/10.1093/llc/fqac050
https://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/permalink/f/ds4uo7/oxfaleph021444684


More information skills sessions

• Keeping up to date with research 20 February 10-11.30, Teams

• Referencing: Zotero, 12 February 13:30-16:30, IT Services

• Referencing: Zotero 20 February 10:00-11:00, Teams

• Referencing: EndNote 16 February 9:30-12:30, IT Services

• Referencing: EndNote 21 February 14:00-16:00, Teams

More classes and handouts of previous classes:

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/

e.g. Information resources for modern global history (pdf)

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/ISKILL0038
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/REFER0009
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/REFER0010
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/REFER0003
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/course/REFER0002
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ask/workshops#/
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/bodreader/documents/media/iskills-informationresourcesformodernglobalhistory-presentation.pdf


Questions?

Isabel Holowaty, History Librarian (Research)
isabel.holowaty@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Slides are available at https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4

Rachel D’Arcy Brown, History Librarian (Teaching)
rachel.darcy-brown@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

mailto:rarachel.darcy-brown@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
https://tinyurl.com/53yjwyh4
mailto:rachel.darcy-brown@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

