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Content

• Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts online catalogue

• The Summary Catalogues of Western Manuscripts

• Other Bodleian printed archives and manuscripts catalogues

• National archive gateways
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What is in Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts?
• Over 180,000 boxes of archival material.

• Full descriptions for all holdings catalogued 
after 2001.

• Summary Catalogue of Western Manuscripts.

• Full descriptions for some holdings 
catalogued prior to 2001, following the 
conversion of descriptions from typescript to 
digital form.

• Music archives and manuscripts.

• Collection level descriptions of most of the 
collections described in our published 
hardcopy catalogues. 
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What is not in Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts?

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/oriental-sc

https://medieval.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/universityarchives
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Bodleian Archives & 
Manuscripts

Demonstration

7



How to order archives & manuscripts
• Click the button to see instructions on 

how to order.

• Create an account at 

https://requests.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/

• Restricted or offsite material cannot 

currently be ordered via the requests 

service. Where this is the case, it will be 

noted in the catalogue record and you 

will be asked to contact reader services 

to place your order. 

• For restricted items, you will need to 

provide information about your 

research.

• Further details on how to order archives 

& manuscripts: 

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collection

s-and-resources/special-
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Ordering archives & manuscripts that 
don’t have online descriptions

• Orders can be placed via Bodleian 
Archives & Manuscripts Requests: 
https://requests.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
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Accessing the Weston Library

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/libraries/weston
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The Summary Catalogue
• The ‘Old Summary Catalogue’

• Archives and manuscripts acquired 
1602-1915

• The ‘New Summary Catalogue’
• Post-medieval archives and 

manuscripts acquired 1916-1975

• Now available online in Bodleian 
Archives & Manuscripts.

• The indices have not yet been 
converted to digital format for 
Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts.
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How to use the Summary Catalogue:
SC numbers
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How to use the Summary Catalogue:
Shelfmarks
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How to use the Summary Catalogue:
The index

• The Old and New Summary Catalogue each have a separate 
index.

• Note that there is a separate index of owners and donors.
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Summary Catalogue:
Online searchable PDFs

Old Summary Catalogue:

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/perm
alink/f/n9grc9/oxfaleph010116452

New Summary Catalogue:

http://solo.ouls.ox.ac.uk/permalink
/f/n9grc9/oxfaleph010801538
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The ‘Quarto’ catalogues

• Ashmole

• Canonici

• Digby

• Greek manuscripts

• Laud

• Rawlinson (partially online in 
Bodleian Archives & Manuscripts)

• Tanner (online in Bodleian Archives 
& Manuscripts)

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc/quarto
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Other printed catalogues

• Post-1975 catalogues
• Card index in Weston Rare 

Books and Manuscripts 
Reading Room

• Unpublished catalogues

• Classified shelfmark
sequences

• African & Commonwealth 
collections

https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc/catalogues
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Web Archives

https://www.webarchive.org.uk/

https://archive-it.org/home/bodleian
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Where can I find more information?
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Special Collections at the Weston Library: 
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/libraries/weston/special-collections

Subject guides: https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-
resources/special-collections/subject-guides

Archives & Modern Manuscripts LibGuide:
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc

Early Modern Manuscripts LibGuide: 
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/early-sc

Web Archives LibGuide: https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/web-
archives

https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/libraries/weston/special-collections
https://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/collections-and-resources/special-collections/subject-guides
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/modern-sc
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/early-sc
https://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/web-archives


https://oac.web.ox.ac.uk/
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Discovery

http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk 21



Archives Hub

https://archiveshub.jisc.ac.uk/
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AIM 25

https://aim25.com/
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Questions?

24



#OxFOS23 – Save the date!

Oxford Festival of Open Scholarship 2023 – Save the date: 6th-17th March 2023

What in the world is going on with open access and open research?

Come along and hear from an array of exciting national and 
international speakers – and find out! 

Organised by the Bodleian Libraries, for Oxford staff and students, The 
Oxford Festival of Open Scholarship (OxFOS) covers a range of topical 
issues for a fortnight each year. This is an opportunity to explore and 
debate issues, and jointly look for solutions. We hope to interest and 
inspire you!

For updates join the mailing list by emailing - oxfos-subscribe@maillist.ox.ac.uk 
Website - https://openaccess.ox.ac.uk/oxfos-23


