Access to the Bodleian Library Central Site
(Includes Old Bodleian Library, Clarendon Building, Radcliffe Camera and also the area around the Sheldonian Theatre)
Entrance

There are six (6) entrances to the central complex, three (3) on Broad Street (facing North), two (2) on Catte Street (East) and one (1) from the Radcliffe Square (South)
Entrances via Catte Street (recommended):

· Great Gate – Main entrance: This entrance provides direct access to the Old School Quad and the Old Bodleian Library. There is a small ramp to assist in passing from the road level to the pavement level and the Quad is on levelled ground. Please note that the stone flags are not perfectly aligned. If you need assistance, please contact a member of staff at the Wooden Lodge at 277575. The distance from the entrance to the Old Schools Quad is approximately 25m.
· Entrance on the North End of Catte Street (facing the Sheldonian Theatre). Coming from Catte Street, you will have to negotiate the pavement height and four (4) steps. There is a handrail in the centre of the staircase. Then follow the paved way turning left into the archway that will take you to the Old Schools Quad. The archway’s entrance has ramped access. The distance from the entrance to the Old Schools Quad is approximately 55m.
  Entrances on Broad Street:
· Doorway next to the Museum of the History of Science: entrance via a ramped slope, no handrails to a narrow 0.7m archway. Turn left and when you are next to the Clarendon Building (neo-classic building), follow the paved way leading into the archway that will take you to the Old Schools Quad. The archway’s entrance has ramped access. The distance from the entrance to the Old Schools Quad is approximately 95m.
· Sheldonian gates: coming from Broad Street you will have to negotiate the pavement height and five (5) steps to enter the main complex. There is no handrail in these stairs. Turn left and when you are next to the Clarendon Building (neo-classic building), follow the paved way leading into the tunnel that will take you to the Old Schools Quad. The archway’s entrance has ramped access. The distance from the Sheldonian entrance to the Old Schools Quad is approximately 80m.
· Entrance via Clarendon Building: This is the least accessible entrance to the main site. Coming from Broad Street you will have to negotiate the pavement height, eight (8) steps up, go through the corridor and the descend three (3) steps. ) Then follow the paved way leading into the archway that will take you to the Old Schools Quad. The archway’s entrance has ramped access. The distance from the entrance to the Old Schools Quad is approximately 70m.
Entrance from the Radcliffe Square:
This entrance can be particularly difficult to use due to the Oxford cobblestone pavement. There are 3 steps before reaching the entrance to the Old Schools Quad. The distance from the entrance to the Old Schools Quad is approximately 25m.
Old Schools Quad
Once you reach the Old Schools Quad, the Old Bodleian Library entrance faces west. There are two (2) glass doors that can be opened using the push pads provided. Please note that the doors will open inwards. A ramp is in place to facilitate access to the Proscholium.
Divinity School
From the Proscholium you can have access to the Divinity School. There is a temporary ramp in place to enable wheelchair access. Please contact a member of staff, if you need assistance.
Exhibition Room

The entrance to the Exhibition Room is via the Old Schools Quad. A ramp enables access to the room. However, due to the fragile nature of most objects in display, there is also an interior door. If you experience difficulties opening this door, staff will be happy to assist you. Please contact 01865 277178, or ask at the Wooden Lodge for assistance. The distance from the entrance to the Exhibition Room is approximately 20m
The exhibition room is equipped with a portable hearing loop, one (1) magnifier and five (5) acetate coloured sheets.

Bodleian Shop

The entrance to the Shop is via the Old Schools Quad. There is a ramp leading to a small hallway through to the shop. If you require assistance with viewing any item, staff members will be happy to assist.
Standard Tour

If you purchase a ticket for a standard tour, you will also be able to visit:
Convocation House

Access to the Convocation House is normally made via 4 (four) steps in the Divinity School. There is a ramp outside Chancellors Court providing an alternative entrance. If you need to use the ramped entrance, please call 01865 277039 in advance of your visit.
Duke Humfrey’s Library 

The Duke Humfrey’s Library is a reading room located in the second (2nd) floor of the Bodleian Library. The staircase is composed of twelve (12) sets of five (5) steps each and two (2) individual steps, making a total of sixty-two (62) steps. There is a left handrail throughout the stairs and at certain points also a right handrail. Once inside the reading room occupies only one level.
Extended tours

Upper Reading Room

The Upper Reading Room is located on the second (2nd) floor of the Bodleian Library, above Duke Humfrey’s Library. The staircase is composed of twelve (12) sets of five (5) steps each plus one set of thirteen (13) steps, making a total of seventy-three (73) steps. There is a left handrail throughout the stairs and at certain points also a right handrail. Once inside the reading room occupies only one level. 

Radcliffe Camera

There is no ramped access to the Radcliffe Camera. There are thirteen (13) steep steps into the building. There are the thirty-seven (37) shallow steps up in a spiral staircase with handrails on both sides to reach the Upper Camera Reading Room and twelve (12) shallow steps down in a spiral staircase with handrails on both sides to reach the Lower Camera Reading Room (access to the tunnels). There is no lift access.

Tunnels

The tour leads seventeen (17) steep steps down to the underground section below the Radcliffe Camera. It finishes in the New Bodleian Library. The staircase there is composed of 3 (three) sets of 15 steps with a handrail on the right hand side. There is no lift access.[image: image1.png]
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