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Bodleian Social Science Library: Committee on Library Provision and Strategy 

2.00pm, Friday 26 May 2017 

Large Discussion Room, Social Science Library 

Manor Road Building 

APPROVED MINUTES 

1. Introductions and apologies 
 
Present:  
 
Academic members: Fran Bennett (Social Policy and Intervention), Jessie Blackbourn (Socio-Legal 
Studies), James Forder (Economics, Chair), Killian Mullan (Sociology).  
 
Student members: Dominique Doering (Sociology), Rachel Parlour (Geography). 
 
Library members: Louise Clarke (Head of Social Sciences Libraries), Jo Gardner (Bodleian Social 
Science Librarian, Minutes), Elizabeth Martin (Nuffield College Library), Sarah Rhodes (Bodleian 
Social Science Library).  
 
Apologies:  

Academic members: Alpa Parmar (Criminology). Student members: Linda Eggert (Politics), Owain 

Johnstone (Socio-Legal Studies), Henriette Max (Sociology). Library members: John Southall 

(Bodleian Social Science Library).  

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 

2.1 Availability of Office 365 Pro Plus for students (agenda item 6) 

JG has forwarded the suggestion that this should be promoted to the University IT Services. 

 

3. Report from the Social Science Librarian, Jo Gardner  
 

3.1  Review of Library Support for Chinese Studies 

The Committee supported the reviewed recommendation, which clarifies that the SSL will retain 

China-specific titles that are on general reading lists for courses that are supported by the library. 

The intention remains to send all other China-specific titles to the China Centre Library (CCL) or the 

Book Storage Facility during summer 2017.  
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3.2 Library Support for Taught Courses 

JG reported that the IT-Capital funded project to pilot a commercially available reading list tool has 

been delayed until further notice. The SSL used the WebLearn reading lists tool for 5 departments 

during 2016-17; IT Services have advised that they are likely to withdraw technical support for this 

tool during 2017-18.  

 

The SSL is looking at other ways to increase efficiencies in purchasing material for taught courses. 

These will be informed by the Trinity Term Student Survey, which took place during 8-20 May 2017. 

The online survey focussed on library support for taught courses, and yielded 263 responses from 

students. 

Action – JG to provide a report of the findings and actions arising from Trinity Term Student Survey. 

 

 

3.3 Bodleian Libraries Cards for Visitors 

The committee supported the recommendation that the SSL will advise departments hosting new 

programmes for visitors that University or Bodleian Libraries Cards are required for access to library 

services, and refer them to the Bodleian Libraries Admissions Office. This was extended to include 

colleges hosting new programmes for visitors. The SSL will continue to explain to departments and 

colleges hosting established programmes that their visitors’ experience of the library will be 

improved if they are assigned Cards.  

 

4. Subject Consultants’ Reports 
 

JG (Politics and International Relations, Criminology, Socio-Legal Studies) had sought feedback on 

the renewal of two online resources, Americas Barometer and World Press Trends Database. 

Positive feedback was received, and JG renewed the subscriptions for another year. New resources 

include the Box of Broadcasts, an on-demand TV and radio service for education, and the Churchill 

Archive. Both subscriptions are funded jointly with other social sciences and humanities budgets. JG 

confirmed that members of the University can create playlists using the Box of Broadcasts service.  

JS (Data Access and Management, Economics, Sociology, Social Policy and Intervention) continues 

to deliver regular iSkills courses on various aspects of data management and research practice, 

which are free to attend. JS can advise students and researchers who need to access data produced 

by Eurostat or UKDA or other data sources. Links to data from the Wisconsin Longitudinal Study and 

the UK Biobank have been added to the Bodleian Data Library website.  

SR (International Development, Forced Migration, African and Commonwealth Studies) reported 

that the Brookings Institution has donated their Internally Displaced Persons Project archive to the 

Bodleian Libraries. This covers the Institution’s work in raising the issue of internal displacement to 
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the international agenda during 1990-2012. The University of Oxford Refugee Studies Centre has 

provided the funds to archive this collection over the summer.  

AG (Slavonic and Eurasian Studies) has organised a free trial of the Donetsk and Luhansk 

Newspaper Collection. The digital archive contains press coverage from 10 rare newspapers from 

the self-proclaimed Donetsk and Luhansk republics of Ukraine, and it can be access via SOLO and 

OxLIP+ until 7 June 2017.  

 
 

5. Bodleian Libraries and Curators Report, Louise Clarke 
 

5.1  Bodleian Libraries Update for Trinity Term 2017 

The Committee received the Update. LC reported that the Bodleian Libraries Strategic Plan for 
2017-2022 would be discussed at the Trinity Term Divisional CLiPS meeting. LC also drew attention 
to the works planned for the Radcliffe Science Library [RSL] over the summer: As part of a broader 
project to refurbish the RSL, the books currently located in the Underground Reading Room will be 
moved to the upper floors. The print journals currently located in the upper floors will be sent to 
the Book Storage Facility [BSF]. No Geography books will be removed or sent to the BSF.  
 
Bodleian Libraries has purchased the customer ledgers of Ducker & Son, a well-known Oxford 
shoemaker which traded from 1898 until 2016.  
 
Thomson Reuters will discontinue the financial services tools Thomson One and DataStream, and 
the Bodleian Libraries subscription to these will end on 31 July 2017. The replacement tool, Eikon, is 
not available as an institutional licence so 24-hour individual-access licences will be made available 
to members of the University on request. JF queried if this would be enough at crunch times (e.g. 
before thesis submissions) and LC advised that further details on the provision of Eikon licences are 
needed.  
Action – JS to work with the Sainsbury Library in switching to the new service, and provide a report 
at the next meeting on how demand might be monitored and managed and how the password 
administration will work. 
 
 

6. Comments from Student Representatives 
 

DD reported that Sociology students provided feedback via the Trinity Term Student Survey. 
No further comments were noted. 
 
 
 

7. Comments from Staff Representatives 
 

None noted.  
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8. Items for Divisional CLiPS and Curators 
 
None noted. 
 
 

9. Any other business 
 

None noted. 

 

10. Date of next meeting 
 

Friday 10 November 2017, 2pm. 


