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History Faculty, University of Oxford and CERL 

 

A manuscript from Dover Priory 

This 13th-century manuscript of the Elucidarius of Honorius Augustodunensis, a popular 

dialogue of Christian doctrine, comes from the library of Dover priory. The details given at 

the foot of the right-hand page – shelfmark (C VII 3), ‘dictiones probatoriae’ (-ratur. Illa 

itaque), number of leaves (100), and number of works in the volume (2) – correspond 

precisely with an entry in the Dover catalogue (displayed alongside). Only twenty volumes 

survive out of some 440 listed in the Dover catalogue: this one was given to the Bodleian in 

1612 by Thomas Twyne. 

MS. Bodl. 678 

 

 
Dover Priory Mss. now in the Bodleian Library: 68,  MS. Bodl. 920; 69,  MS. Bodl. 678; 

 70, MS. Digby 13 

 

The Dover Priory catalogue 

The catalogue of the library at Dover priory, one of the most sophisticated to survive from 

medieval England, was compiled in 1389 by the precentor John Whytefelde, though it may 

not be in his hand. The ‘prima pars’ is a simple shelflist; the ‘secunda pars’ consists of the 

same list, but now identifying each text with folio number and incipit; finally the ‘tercia pars’ 

lists the texts in alphabetical order. The entry from the ‘secunda pars’ for MS. Bodl. 678 

(displayed alongside), under the shelfmark C VII 3, is on the left-hand page. The 



circumstances in which the catalogue was acquired by the Bodleian, probably around 1614, 

are unknown.  

MS. Bodl. 920  

 

 

A Laudian donation from Würzburg 

The Concordia canonum attributed to the 6th-century bishop Cresconius is a collection of 

the canons of the early councils of the Church. The manuscript was written in the first half of 

the 9th century, in an insular script, probably at the cathedral of St. Kilian at Würzburg: it 

was certainly in the cathedral’s possession early in its life. Interlinear glosses, in Old High 

German as well as Latin, are found predominantly in the first part of the text. The 

manuscript was acquired in 1637 by William Laud, Archbishop of Canterbury and Chancellor 

of Oxford University; his donations to the Bodleian derived largely from religious houses in 

Germany which had suffered depredations during the Thirty Years’ War. 

MS. Laud Misc. 436  

 

 
A Venetian Bible from Pinelli’s Collection 

Biblia Latina (Venice: Franciscus Renner, de Heilbronn, 1480) [=Bod-inc. B–275] 

The inscription on display (‘Iste liber est monachorum congregationis S. Justine de Padua 

deputatus in S. Georgii maioris Venetiarum  .773’) shows that this Bible was once in the 

collection of the Benedictine house of S. Georgius maior in Venice (a member of the 

Congregation of Sta Justina of Padua). The house was dissolved in 1782, and the book was 

acquired by Maffeo Pinelli (1735–1785), the hereditary director of the official Venetian Press; 

the catalogue of his library was prepared by Jacopo Morelli in 1787. Pinelli’s books were 



subsequently purchased by the London bookseller James Edwards for £600, and auctioned 

by him in 1789, when the Bodleian Library bought this along with some 78 other incunables. 

Auct. M 2.12 

A blogpost about this item was made in The Conveyor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An Incunable from Tegernsee 

Gualtherus Burlaeus, De vita et moribus philosophorum ([Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, not 

after 1473]; Honorius of Autun, De imagine mundi ([Nuremberg: Anton Koberger, 1472?]) 

[= Bod-inc. B–610(1)] 

This volume, containing two works printed by Anton Koberger and bound in a contemporary 

binding from the Nuremberg workshop of Johann Sulzcpach, has initials decorated in a 

typical southern-German style. It was given by Andreas Hindermair (fl. 1479–1493), 

chaplain of Passau, to the Benedictine monastery of Tegernsee, as indicated by inscriptions 

on the pastedowns (one is illustrated in the photograph). Tegernsee was dissolved in 1803. 

The book was among those subsequently sold in 1837 as duplicates by the Royal Library in 

Munich, at which point it was purchased by the Bodleian. 

Auct. 2Q 3.46  

A blogpost about this item was made in The Conveyor 

 

 

http://theconveyor.wordpress.com/2012/03/05/monastic-provenances-of-early-printed-books-in-bodleian-collections-case-1/
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