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Background 
The Bodleian Libraries are fortunate to hold the machines and equipment to support a fully 
operational hand-press printing workshop.  This workshop, located on the ground floor of the 
Old Library, hosts courses and classes for students and the public, drop-in visits on open days, 
and experiments for researchers. For the opening of the Weston Library to the public in 2015, 
the Bodleian also moved, from the English Faculty, a replica wooden common press, made in 
London in 1951, which is suitable for use with the public visiting the Weston Library exhibition 
galleries.  
 
A printing workshop was first opened in the New Bodleian Library in 1949, with the aim of 
providing practical experience in composing and printing, to enable postgraduate students of 
literature at Oxford to better understand works published in the period before 1800.  This is 
still a function of the room, with weekly classes for postgraduates during two university terms, 
on the same basis as in previous years. Printing activities at the Bodleian Libraries now also 
include more outreach and public engagement with research, through public-participation 
printing at the replica wooden press in Blackwell Hall, in the Weston Library, and through visits 
by school groups to the workshop.  

2016-17 
In 2016-17, the workshop presented classes for visiting university groups from Columbia, 
Warwick, Southampton, and Reading. The workshop was also used for printing 'experiments,' 
including printing of Euclid by members of the AHRC-funded research project, 'Reading Euclid,' 
and printing of Luther's 95 theses by the Professor of Medieval German, the Regius Professor of 
Modern History, and their students. These resulted in numerous visits by academic and public 
groups from Oxford and beyond.  In 2016-17, the opportunities afforded to University 
researchers by the Bibliographical Press were recognized in an award from the Vice-Chancellor 
for ‘Building Capacity’ in Public Engagement with Research. The presses are an integral part of 
the Bodleian’s growing Education programme, and provide inspiration for new engagement 
events in other print media. 
 
The Bibliographical Press hosted printing workshops for King Alfred’s School (Wantage), Focus 
School (Wilton), Oundle School, St Helens and St Katherine’s School, and Wallingford School, 
and for the Oxfordshire Art Teachers network. In addition, the Bodleian provided free workshop 
visits for programmes managed by the University’s Widening Participation and Access office, 
and for Oxford Spires Academy students printing the cover of their sonnet booklet. 
 
Engagement of the public with the presses, and with University research by means of the 
presses, came through the dissemination of the 'Luther 500' project with additional printing for 
visitors throughout the year; a 'Print-a-thon' in May 2017 to celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
Leonard and Virginia Woolf's imprint, the Hogarth Press, and to commemorate, and attempt to 
replicate, their hand-printing of poetry; the printing, with Kathryn Sutherland and students, of a 
duodecimo sheet of Jane Austen's Sense and Sensibility, to illustrate Austen's experience of 
proofreading a sheet from the printer (the finished sheet was placed on display in the major 
exhibition, 'Which Jane Austen?', at the Weston Library); and the recording of the sounds of 
presses in the workshop for a contemporary folk music performance, 'Broadside Ballads,' which 
toured the UK, as well as the loan of modern table-top presses which were used onstage during 
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the performance. At other occasions such as exhibition opening weekends, Oxford Open Doors, 
Alice's Day, and on Saturdays in July, the wooden press in Blackwell Hall was supported by 
volunteers enabling members of the public to print keepsakes.  This year, in September 2017, an 
accurate count at Oxford Open Doors weekend recorded 700 visitors to the workshop in the Old 
Library during one day (Saturday 9 Sept). Of these 20% were under 18. 
 
In 2016-17, the Bodleian used the printing presses to engage with over 1200 researchers, 
students, adult learners, families and the public, during a total of 283 hours (compared to 244 
hours in 2014-15). This included engagement in the main public space in the Weston Library, 
Blackwell Hall, during key events such as exhibition opening weekends, Alice’s Day, and Open 
Doors. Separate from these figures, a change in the management of the hand-press workshop 
means that the workshop has been open 2.5 hours per week in term-times for free open 
workshop sessions for experienced printers, with a supervisor paid for half of these sessions 
and volunteering (unpaid) for the other half. This was a total of 60 recorded hours. The same 
activity in an earlier year, 2014-15 occupied a recorded 180 hours.   
 
Use of the Bodleian hand-presses in 2016-17 
Members of the public visiting the workshop or participating in keepsake printing: 
Oxford Open Doors Weekend September 2016 (estimated); 320* 
Printing keepsakes in Blackwell Hall (estimated, over 10 occasions): 500 
Total: 820  
Schools (pupil and teacher) participants: 214 
Researchers/University participants in printing activities/courses: 238  
 
 

 2016-17 

132 
Total hours of classes and printing for higher 
education and research 

30.5 Total hours of workshops for schools 

60 
Total hours of free open workshop sessions for 
experienced printers (with supervision) 

4 
Total hours recorded for printing the OU Society 
of Bibliophiles' Termcard 

129 
Total hours of public events and courses open to 
the public 

355.5 TOTAL 
 
 
- Alexandra Franklin, 4 October 2017 
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Sonnets alive! Event with schools and letterpress printers (11 Nov 2016)  

 
The 'Sonnets 2016' project commenced with a call in January 2016 to letterpress printers 
worldwide, asking for contributions of Shakespeare’s 154 Sonnets (one each per press) printed 
in the 400th year after his death. The call elicited sonnets from 150 presses in 9 countries. To 
receive the collection into the Library, an event on 11 November, in collaboration with a 
schools-based sonnet writing project by local poet Kate Clanchy, invited local printers to see 
highlights of the collection of sonnets printed in 2016, and to hear sonnets written by local 
schoolchildren, read by the children who were greeted by the Professor of Poetry, Simon 
Armitage.  
 
Participants in a pamphlet-making workshop with graphic artist Dario Utreras heard from the 
display’s curator, Ben Bollig and (Medieval and Modern Languages) about the culture of cordel 
literature in Latin America, and made their own pamphlets using the risograph. Pamphlets from 
the workshop were included in the display in July. 
 
 

 

ENGAGEMENT 
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The Bodleian Libraries won a Vice-Chancellor’s award for ‘Building Capacity for Public 
Engagement with Research’, for the use of the printing presses. The award was based on the 
following examples of use of the presses to enable researchers to engage with the public: 

● Professor Henrike Lähnemann and Professor Lyndal Roper, with postgraduate and 
undergraduate students, printed Luther’s 95 Theses and an indulgence.  

● Adam Smyth, Professor of English Literature and the History of the Book (Oxford), joined 
participants from 12 countries, Oxford schools, undergraduates, staff and Alumni in the 
effort to print all of Shakespeare’s sonnets for the Bodleian in 2016. 

● Benjamin Wardhaugh (All Souls) and two researchers from the ‘Reading Euclid’ AHRC-
funded project (History Faculty) printed a theorem from Euclid’s Elements.  

● Three folk musicians came to research the important collection of early printed ballads at 
the Bodleian, which has been the subject of John Fell and JISC-funded research projects in 
the English Faculty and Department of Engineering Sciences, resulting in the online 
collection ballads.bodleian.ox.ac.uk. The musicians used the printing equipment to devise 
a musical performance and spoke about their work at Broadside Day, a conference at the 
Weston Library on 25 February 2017 

● Jacqueline Reid-Walsh, Associate Professor of Education (Penn State) made a replica of a 
17th-century pop-up book, which was printed for visitors at ‘Broadside Day’ in February. 

● David Pyle, Professor of Earth Sciences, (Oxford), spoke with art teachers and members 
of the public about his research at two workshop sessions connected with the Bodleian 
exhibition, Volcanoes. 

● Kathryn Sutherland, Professor of English (Oxford) commissioned postgraduate students 
to print a replica of one duodecimo sheet of Sense and Sensibility, for display in ‘Which 
Jane Austen?’ exhibition at the Bodleian 

● Poet Kate Clanchy and students from Oxford Spires Academy printed the cover of a 
booklet of their own sonnets for an ACE-funded project, ‘Shakespeare, Dead or Alive!’ 

Also this year, a ‘print-a-thon’ (pictured, cover) experimented with printing the typographically 
challenging ‘Paris: a Poem,’ by Hope Mirrlees, one of the publications of the Hogarth Press, in 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Hogarth Press by Leonard and 
Virginia Woolf. Dennis Duncan (Oxford) and Nicola Wilson (Reading) organized the day in 
connection with other centenary events.

RESEARCH 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/research/public-engagement/engaged-research/engagement-awards
http://www.ox.ac.uk/research/public-engagement/engaged-research/engagement-awards
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The Bodleian Summer School in 2017 was convened by Elizabeth Savage (University of London, 
Institute of Advanced Studies) on the subject of printed book illustration.  Seminar sessions with 
Bodleian special collections materials occupied every morning, and afternoons were spent in 
the printing workshop with hands-on demonstrations of wood-engraving, intaglio printing, and 
letterpress printing. The students came from Brazil, the USA, UK, Hungary, and Sweden. They 
were academic historians, professional librarians, and postgraduates in literature, book history, 
library science, and art history. 
 
Two letterpress courses for adults ran in 2016-17. These meet weekly for 6 weeks, on a Tuesday 
or Wednesday evening. Both courses were fully subscribed with 8 participants. 
 
Artists Robin Wilson and Rosie Fairfax-Cholmeley ran two one-day linocut workshops, at which 
participants took inspiration from the displays in the Bodleian’s major exhibition, ‘VOLCANOES,’ 
to create their own posters of volcanic themes. Wilson and Fairfax-Cholmeley also guided a 
group of 7 students through an intensive 'make a book in a week' course in July, 2017. 
 
Hours of teaching to adults: 75 
Number of adults: 44 
 
In addition to courses for adults, the Bodleian presented printing history workshops for school 
groups. These included free sessions for state schools and academies, including Wallingford 
School (visiting the display about explorer Richard Hakluyt, with a curator talk, and visit to the 
Museum of the History of Science to examine instruments, and drypoint etching and printing of 
a map) and King Alfred's Academy, Wantage; three visits by the Oxford Schools Museum Club, 
organized by the University Widening Access and Participation Office; and an evening visit by 
the Oxfordshire Art Teachers Network to the VOLCANOES exhibition, followed by linocut 
printing in the workshop.  
 
Hours of schools and teacher visits: 30.5  
Number of schools (student and teacher) participants: 214 
 
 

COURSES 
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Broadside Day with EFDSS and Broadside Ballads project with Oxford Contemporary Music;  
(Feb 2017)  http://www.sounduk.net/events/broadside-ballads/  

 
 
At the printing press located in the Weston Library's main public entrance foyer, Blackwell Hall, 
visitors were able to print a keepsake during Oxford Open Doors in September 2016; on the 
opening weekends of major exhibitions Staging History (October 2016); Volcanoes (Feb 2017) 
and Which Jane Austen? (June 2017); on Oxford-Bonn weekend in May 2017; and on Saturdays 
in July 2017 (including Alice's Day). 
 

Oxford Contemporary Music introduced three musical artists, Lisa Knapp, Sam Lee, and 
Nathaniel Mann, to research the Bodleian’s collection of broadside ballads, and to develop a 
programme of updated songs.  Printing was featured during the concerts performed at 5 venues, 
beginning with a concert at the Holywell Music Room on 25 February (shown above). 
 

As part of the Libraries' growing educational outreach, Bodleian Education Officer Rosie 
Sharkey organized a festival stand for Bodleian printing at the Leys Festival, on 8 July 2017.  
 
Members of the public visiting the workshop or participating in keepsake printing: 
Oxford Open Doors Weekend September 2016 (est); 320* 
Printing keepsakes in Blackwell Hall (est., over 10 occasions); 500 
Total: 820  
 
* NOTE: In the current year, September 2017, an accurate count at Oxford Open Doors weekend 
recorded nearly 700 visitors to the Bibliographical Press workshop in the Old Library during one 
day (Saturday 9 Sept). Of these 20% were under 18.

 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 

http://www.sounduk.net/events/broadside-ballads/

