
CURATORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
Committee for library provision and strategy in Archaeology and Anthropology 

 
Wednesday 3 May 2017 at 12:00pm, New Seminar Room, 51-53 Banbury Road 

 
Present: Aimee Burlakova, Louise Clarke, Mark Dickerson, Rachel Dlugatch, Elisabeth Hsu 
(Chair), Liam McNamara, Martin Pevsner, Karl Smith, Helen Worrell   
In attendance: Kate Atherton (minutes) 

 
1. Introductions and apologies:  

1.1 Apologies: Zoe Chan, David Gellner, Alice Jaspars, Gil Middleton, Jess Mundy, 
Robert Parkin, Laura Peers, Siobhan Shinn, Eleanor Stanley, David Zeitlyn. 

1.2 Liam McNamara (Egyptology) and Karl Smith (Archaeology student representative) 
were welcomed to the Committee. 

 
2 Minutes of the last meetings and matters arising not covered elsewhere:  

2.1 Minutes accepted with a minor change. 
2.2 [Item 3.2] H Worrell has asked V Dean for reading lists but there were none for TT. 
2.3 [Item 4.1] The standing desks in the Tylor Library are screwed into the wall but H 

Worrell is looking at how these can be converted into seating desks, as requested 
by the students. 

 
3 Reports from Libraries: 

3.1 Tylor Library (HW/MP): budget expenditure is on target for the year. Three 
bibliographic skills workshops were run in Hilary term and were quite well attended. 
These may move to Michaelmas Term. Course conveners will be notified via K. 
Atherton. 
 

3.2 Sackler Library (HW): a new class for research skills for archaeologists held in 
Hilary term was very well attended. This will run again in Hilary 2018 or more often 
as requested. A bibliographic skills class for Chinese Archaeology students was 
also held. The Sackler Library continues to aim to improve its Central and East Asia 
resources. H Worrell has met with academics from the Khalil Research Centre to 
discuss areas of interest. The budget expenditure is on target for the year. 

 
3.3 Balfour Library (MD): the Pitt Rivers Museum has completed its strategic plan and is 

now beginning its consultation for implementation. It is likely that the ground floor of 
the Balfour Library will be used for another Museum service which will mean that 
part of the collection may have to be moved. Multiple and/or duplicated copies are 
being moved and the core specialist library will be retained on the first floor. 
M Dickerson is now administrating photographic orders for the Museum. 
 

3.4 Anthropology eResources report (paper presented):  
A paper was presented to clarify how the Tylor Library budget is spent on 
eResources. At 65%, this is generally in line with other libraries. The Tylor Library 
also benefits from eResources that are available across the University. 
 

3.5 Tylor Space Creation project (papers presented):  
Books: 200 books are added to the Tylor Library shelves each year and 
approximately 1,000 books are out on loan at a time. The Committee approved the 
following methods for creating space: 

 The removal of duplicate copies of books which hadn’t been borrowed for 
three years (this will de-accession 785 items); 

 Old editions to be removed from open shelves (original editions will still be 
held in the BSF); 



 Updated versions of reference works to be bought and outdated volumes 
removed. 

Journals: this is a continuation of the journal rationalisation project. The Tylor 
Library has 31 open subscriptions and receive 40 new journal issues a year. The 
Committee approved the following recommendations: 

 Closed subscriptions but with continued electronic access to be removed; 

 Items that have been removed from SOLO but are still on the shelves 
should be removed to the BSF where they will be catalogued; 

 Newsletters older than five years should go to the BSF. 
The School will be informed. 
 

3.6 Proposed Transfer of Tylor archival material to the Pitt Rivers Museum (paper 
presented):  
The Committee approved the recommendation that archival material should be 
moved to the Pitt Rivers Museum where it can be properly stored in alarmed and 
climate-controlled conditions and where it will be united with associated physical 
and sound objects. 
 

3.7 ELISO2: reviewing Humanities eresource provision and desiderata  
A paper on the progress of this ongoing project was tabled for information. 
 

3.8 Sackler Library Technical Services move: 
The staff responsible for Technical Services will be moving to Osney One. The 
logistics for the move are currently being examined and any concerns should be 
sent to H Worrell.  
Opinions are sought on whether the Sackler Library new book display should be 
retained. The Committee indicated it should be kept if possible. 

 
4 Comments from students: 

4.1 No comments from Anthropology or Archaeology students. 
 

5 Bodleian Libraries and Curators report (paper presented). 
5.1 L Clarke gave an update of the RSL project. An external lift is currently being 

installed in the Radcliffe Science Library to move Museum objects to and from the 
basement. This is part of a wider project to refurbish the RSL which will include 
spaces for public engagement with research. The RSL open-shelf collections will be 
held in the reading rooms above ground level. 

 
6 Items from other library committees 

6.1. Nothing to report from other library committees. 
 

7 Faculty developments with library implications: nothing to report 
 

8 Athena Swan: the library membership was reviewed in light of Athena Swan. 
 

9 Archaeology Chair of Committee 2017-18 
H Worrell will take this to the Archaeology School meeting in Week 3. Once a member of 
Archaeology is selected, Anthropology will formally invite them to chair. 

 
10 Items for SSD Library Committee, SSD Board or Curators: none raised 

 
11 Any other business 

9.1. E Hsu was thanked for her service to the Committee as Chair and R Dlugatch was 
thanked for her service as Anthropology student representative. 

 
12 Date of next meeting: 12pm, Wednesday 18 October 2017 (Week 2, Michaelmas Term). 


