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CURATORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES
Committee for library provision and strategy in Archaeology

Minutes of the meeting held at 11.00 on Wednesday May 28th 2014 in the Meeting Room, Sackler
Library

Present: Elizabeth Frood (Chair) (EF), Graham Piddock (GP), Christina Marini (CM), Philipp
Niewöhner (PN), Elisabet Almunia (EA- minutes)

Apologies: Mark Dickerson (MD), James Legg (JL)

1. Membership: Arrangements have been made for Dan Hicks to succeed EF as chairman of
the committee from Michaelmas 2014. PN will also be leaving the committee creating a
further gap in the membership. EF undertook to write to Andrew Wilson to ask him whether
he would want to look for replacements for the short term.

2. Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10th February 2014: these were approved.

3. Matters arising from the above:

a. Item 7a- Advertised closing times: GP stated that the closing procedures during
weekdays take around half an hour due to the fact that there are very few members
of staff present in the building, so the time after which no admission is possible
should remain unchanged (21:40). There would be more scope to make small
adjustments to the closing procedures on Saturdays when the Library is busier, by
ringing the bell somewhat later and asking the staff to stay longer if necessary. GP
also said that the frequency of the bells could be decreased to improve the process.
EF welcomed this proposal and stressed that signage on closing procedures should
be clear. GP mentioned that the possibility of Sunday opening would be explored
again, but warned that it might be difficult to find the necessary funding which in the
case of other Libraries has mostly come from external sources.

b. Item 7b- Recycling facilities: new recycling bins were installed.

4. Reports from Libraries:
a. Sackler Library (GP):

1) Electrical works: wiring work to enable the installation of disabled refuge
call points on the lift lobbies and the stairs landings has recently been
completed with minimal disruption.

2) Book moves: no book moves are planned for the lower part of the building
for the forthcoming months.

b. Balfour Library: MD was not present at the meeting but wrote to say there was
nothing to report.

5. Bodleian Libraries: JL had previously provided a series of papers for general information.



a. Electronic legal deposit – Trinity Term update. GP thought that it may be too
early to assess the impact that the changes in legal deposit would have and that the
situation remained unpredictable, with numerous publishers making separate
decisions on how to deposit but with any changes so far relating to periodicals. It is
anticipated that overall the rate of depositing would be higher for electronic than for
current print legal deposit, but there were difficulties to be overcome in making the
material easily accessible to readers, apart from any specific concerns about image
reproduction. GP recommended that this item is kept on the agenda.

b. Planned moves of Special Collections to Weston Library
c. Proposal for future use of Duke Humphrey’s Library: EF welcomed the proposal

to focus Duke Humphrey’s on Medieval Studies.
d. Bodleian Humanities Libraries general update

6. Undergraduate issues: there was no UG representative present at the meeting. GP had
written to the person named as representative but had not had a reply. EF will follow this
up.

7. Postgraduate issues:

a. Sunday opening: Sunday opening remains a topic under discussion in the
postgraduate community. EF felt that there were mixed feelings about Sunday
opening and GP reminded the committee that the results of a survey carried out a
few years ago asking users if they would agree to cut weekday hours in favour of
Sunday opening were broadly in favour of the status quo. GP stated that the cost of
opening on a Sunday would be proportionately higher than on weekdays and that
this would have to be taken into consideration when costing any proposals. He
added that the Libraries were planning to ask the University for additional funding to
extend opening hours. Longer Saturdays hours were also briefly discussed. CM felt
this would be welcomed by the postgraduate community.

b. Book recommendations: CM said that she had been pleasantly surprised that a
book she recommended was purchased by the Library. She thought students are not
aware that books can be recommended or would not think their recommendations
would be taken into account. GP pointed out that book recommendations are always
gratefully received by the librarians and it was agreed that this facility should be
publicised more widely, together with an indication that such recommendations will
receive serious consideration.

8. Academic staff issues: no items

9. Committee on Library Provision and Strategy in Humanities:

a. Minutes of last term’s meeting were circulated in advance.
b. No items to be referred on to Humanities CLIPS.

10. Any other business: no items

Next meeting: Monday 10 November 2014 at 12.00 in the Sackler meeting room.


