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 Early English Books Online Text Creation Partnership 

The Early English Books Online Text Creation Partnership (EEBO-TCP) is a collaboration between 

the Universities of Oxford and Michigan and the commercial publisher ProQuest. The project, 

initiated in 1999 and in production at the Bodleian since 2001, creates fully transcribed and 

encoded XML editions of works printed in English or in England in the period 1473-1700. The full 

texts are available alongside the digital images on ProQuest’s site http://eebo.chadwyck.com, and 

there are also local implementations at Michigan and Oxford (http://eebo.odl.ox.ac.uk/e/eebo/). 

Further details of the work of the Bodleian team can be found on our project website, 

www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp, which also contains details of our conferences. Currently there 

are just over 44,000 EEBO-TCP texts available online to subscribers. One major upcoming 

milestone for the project is the release of the first 25,000 of these EEBO-TCP texts into the public 

domain on 1 January 2015. This release will be marked by a public launch event at the Bodleian in 

December 2014. 

 

 Queen Victoria’s Journals 

The Queen Victoria’s Journals project – a 

collaboration between the Bodleian Libraries, 

the Royal Archives and ProQuest – was 

completed in 2013 and delivery of the free UK 

site will soon transfer from ProQuest to BDLSS.  

The department’s project team (David Tomkins 

and Amanda Flynn) have been working on 

various visual support materials which will also 

be hosted by the Bodleian, while also 

publicising the resource at various events.  

Meanwhile, preliminary discussions have been 

held with the Royal Household and others 

regarding similar projects to deliver online 

Queen Victoria’s correspondence and the 

papers of George III.  Queen Victoria’s Journals 

is available at www.queenvictoriasjournals.org. 

‘Queen Victoria’, by Henry Pierce Bone, 1843 (Supplied by 
Royal Collection Trust / © HM Queen Elizabeth II 2012) 

 

http://eebo.chadwyck.com/
http://eebo.odl.ox.ac.uk/e/eebo/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp
http://www.queenvictoriasjournals.org/


  

 

 ElEPHãT: Early English Print in the HathiTrust  

We are delighted to announce 

the ElEPHãT project — Early 

English Print in HathiTrust, a 

Linked Semantic Worksets 

Prototype — the first formal 

funded collaboration between 

the University of Oxford e-

Research Centre and BDLSS. A 

child of the HathiTrust Research 

Centre's Mellon-funded project 

Workset Creation of Scholarly 

Analysis, the project will apply 

Linked Data and Semantic Web 

technologies to early printed 

texts in the HathiTrust and Early 

English Books Online Text Creation Partnership (EEBO-TCP) corpuses. The resulting “worksets” can 

be studied and analysed to facilitate and improve academic investigation of the texts involved. 

Software development will be undertaken by the Oxford eResearch Centre, while BDLSS brings 

expert understanding of the two collections and digital editing principles. The 

project hosted a successful consultative workshop in June, with invited experts 

from the scholarly community, including libraries, special collections, editors, 

researchers and teachers. We look forward to the collaboration and to continuing the 

conversation with our academic and library consultants. 

 

 Bodleian First Folio 

 

The successful Sprint for Shakespeare public campaign ran from 

August to December 2012. Drawing on the research of Emma 

Smith (Hertford College), the campaign sought donations from 

the public to conserve, digitize, and publish freely online this 

copy of the First Folio of Shakespeare's plays.  

With champions including Vanessa Redgrave, Stephen Fry, Tom 

Hiddleston, Greg Doran, Sir Peter Hall, Thelma Holt, Sir Peter 

Stothard and Jonathan Bate, the campaign gained national and 

local press interest (featured on Radio 4's Six O'Clock News and 

BBC Oxford's evening news). It attracted guest blog posts from 

a diverse community of Shakespeare-lovers.  

http://www.oerc.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.oerc.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.hathitrust.org/htrc
http://www.hathitrust.org/htrc
http://worksets.htrc.illinois.edu/worksets/
http://worksets.htrc.illinois.edu/worksets/
http://www.hathitrust.org/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp/
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eebotcp/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/


  

Colleagues throughout the Bodleian, from Rare Books, Imaging 

Services, Conservation and Collection Care, Communications, 

the Bodleian Printing Workshop at the Story Museum, the 

University’s Development Office and IT Services, worked to 

bring the project to the public and we were delighted to have 

launched the digital facsimile on Shakespeare’s 449th birthday, 

23 April 2013. 

Public generosity exceeded the funding target, and with the 

extra resources Emma Smith and Pip Willcox ran a free day's 

workshop aimed at Key Stage 5, at Hertford College: Teaching 

with Shakespeare's First Folio. 28 teachers attended from 

around the country and feedback was excellent. This workshop 

model is one the English Faculty is keen to use again.  

To celebrate his 450th birthday this year, BDLSS relaunched the 

First Folio website, designed by BDLSS’s Monica Messaggi Kaya 

with the software developed by the University of Oxford 

eResearch Centre working in conjunction with BDLSS. The new website includes a digital edition of 

the First Folio. The XML-encoded edition brings a new accessibility to the images of the book, 

providing a searchable, reusable text with a clear, intuitive interface. Images and text are freely 

available for download and reuse, under a Creative Commons Attribution licence. The software is 

open source. 

This new phase in the First Folio’s life online was funded by a 

lead gift from Dr Geoffrey Eibl-Kaye and generous support from 

the Sallie Dickson Memorial Fund/Dallas Shakespeare Club Fund, 

Mr James Barber and another private individual.  

 

 SOLO: Resource Discovery 

Work on resource discovery in this academic year has included several 

rounds of improvements to SOLO, including new features to be released 

in July 2014 as well as the major upgrade at the start of September 2013. 

SOLO remains the main service used for resource discovery at the 

Bodleian Libraries, with usage at around 1 million searches a month. Many other services are in 

use alongside SOLO, as well as tried and tested non-digital resource discovery methods such as 

discussing research with colleagues over a coffee. 

This year has, however, seen the establishment of a group to oversee future work in resource 

discovery, with wide representation from within the Bodleian Libraries and from colleges. This will 

look at all aspects of resource discovery, taking a user requirement oriented focus to work out 

how the needs of the Oxford user community in this area can best be met. The first two termly 

meetings have produced a list of research questions to be answered, which (it is hoped) will form 

the basis for the design of a series of projects to improve existing services, to look at new services, 

and to produce a strategic vision of the future of resource discovery. 

http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/the-project/rare-books/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/the-project/imaging-studio/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/the-project/imaging-studio/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/the-project/conservation-and-collection-care/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/the-project/prize-draw/
http://firstfolio.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/the-project/supporters/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/2013/07/02/furnish-and-instruct-great-teachers/
http://shakespeare.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/2013/07/02/furnish-and-instruct-great-teachers/
http://firstfolio.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


  

 

 New to SOLO: the Institute of Energy Studies 

We are happy to announce that the Institute of Energy 

Studies will be joining the list of libraries on SOLO in the 

very near future. The Institute specializes in advanced 

research into the economics and politics of international 

energy and is a recognised independent centre of the University of Oxford. Scott McLachlan, the 

Institute’s librarian, is currently cataloguing the collection, having undergone his cataloguing 

training, and titles will begin to be made visible to SOLO users over the course of the summer.  

 

 Book Storage Facility 

A landmark in the development of service from the Bodleian 

Storage Facility (BSF) happened this term when they ingested the 

first items from a non-Bodleian Library. Magdalen College Library is 

undergoing major building work this year which will result in the 

opening of an extended and renovated library. Whilst this is going 

on access to the collections will be maintained from a temporary 

library building and by using the stack requesting system for items 

that have been 

temporarily re-housed 

in the BSF. For more 

information about the 

New Library at 

Magdalen please see their website at 

http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/libraries-and-

archives/news/library-redevelopment-plans. 

 

 Text Inc 

On 1 April 2014 we began work on a five-year ERC funded project called ‘The 15th-century Book 

Trade: An Evidence-based Assessment and Visualization of the Distribution, Sale, and Reception of 

Books in the Renaissance’. Led by Christina Dondi in the History Faculty, the objectives of the 

project are to examine (1) the distribution and trade-routes, national and international, of 15th-c. 

printed books, along with the identity of the buyers and users (private, institutional, religious, lay, 

female, male, and by profession) and their reading practices; (2) the books' contemporary market 

value; (3) the transmission and dissemination of the texts they contain, their survival and their loss 

(rebalancing potentially skewed scholarship); and (4) the circulation and re-use of the illustrations 

http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/libraries-and-archives/news/library-redevelopment-plans
http://www.magd.ox.ac.uk/libraries-and-archives/news/library-redevelopment-plans


  

they contain. Finally, the project will experiment with the application of scientific visualization 

techniques to represent, geographically and chronologically, the movement of 15th-c. printed 

books and of the texts they contain.  

The Bod-Inc online catalogue (incunables.bodleian.ox.ac.uk) is being used as the basis for a new 

database that will bring together information about all existing editions of incunabula. The project 

will allow us to make significant technical changes to the Bod-Inc online that will make it easier 

both to update and sustain. 

 

 Polonsky Foundation Digitization Project 

This four year collaborative digitization project with the 

Vatican Library is reaching its halfway point. We have 

digitized over 200,000 pages and made 255 works 

available online (primarily Greek manuscripts, plus some 

early printed books). In the first 48 hours after the launch in December 2013, the project website 

received 46,037 visits from users located across the globe. More than six months later the site, 

and the digitized manuscripts it links to, are still receiving over 100 visits per day. About a third of 

these visits come from the project's loyal following of repeat users. The project has also been 

regularly promoted on the BDLSS Twitter account, with tweets about damaged manuscripts and 

marginalia attracting interest from libraries and academics worldwide. 

 

 Building the Digital Manuscript Toolkit – Shared Canvas 

We have recently been successful in securing a $685,000 grant from the Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation for a two year project building on the existing Shared Canvas International Image 

Interoperability Framework tools. 

The Shared Canvas project has been a long-running international collaboration in which BDLSS 

have played an integral role. It will offer scholars of many disciplines the means to be able to 

compare, annotate and share digitized manuscripts on one platform from collections at any 

participating institution, revolutionizing the way Humanities research is practised. This recent 

donation will pay for development work, new roles and small trial projects commissioned from 

within Oxford. There will be more news as things take off. 

 

 Cultures of Knowledge 

This project has been based at the 

University of Oxford’s History 

Faculty, with Professor Howard 

Hotson as its leader, and at BDLSS 

since 2009, thanks to the generous 

support of the Andrew W. Mellon 

Foundation.      

file:///C:/Users/bodl0983/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/incunables.bodleian.ox.ac.uk
http://www.shared-canvas.org/
http://iiif.io/
http://iiif.io/


  

Now in its second funded phase, until the end of 2014 we are focused on the metadata 

aggregation, systems development, and community-building necessary to turn Early Modern 

Letters Online (EMLO) into a major resource in the field. Two pilot projects and a programme of 

events are adding depth and context to these activities, while we also curate a growing archive of 

resources and regularly share progress, news, and views on our Blog 

(http://www.culturesofknowledge.org). 

 

 Thus speaks Arshama 

Colleagues from Oriental Collections approached us to 

create a new website for the Arshama project to display 

information, images and publications arising from the 

Faculty of Classics’ AHRC-funded project, Communication, 

Language and Power in the Achaemenid Empire: The 

correspondence of the satrap Arshama.  

In addition to the prince’s letters, the Arshama collection 

contains clay sealings with intricate details. These are 

difficult to view as standard two dimensional scanned images. Colleagues from Bodleian 

Conservation Research scanned the sealings using Reflectance Transformation Imaging (RTI) which 

is a photographic method that allows the surface relief of an object to be viewed as if a light were 

angled on the object.  

BDLSS added these RTI images to it to allow users to view the sealings interactively. Using a Java 

plugin with the browser, users can see the light changing as it ‘plays’ over the object, revealing the 

shadows and details of inscriptions. 

 

 News in Brief 
 

 Colleagues from BDLSS organized and appear in a video produced by the Oxford Impacts team in 

Research Services, introducing Digital Humanities at Oxford: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdlOC0sFo5k. 

 

 July saw another successful Digital Humanities at Oxford Summer School, a collaboration 

organized by James Cummings of IT Services, BDLSS, Oxford Internet Institute, Oxford eResearch 

Centre and The Oxford Research Centre in the Humanities. Two colleagues sit on the Organizing 

Committee, and 11 members of BDLSS staff participated in its teaching: 

http://dhoxss.humanities.ox.ac.uk/2014/about.html. 

 

 We are delighted to welcome two interns from the University of Illinois’s Graduate School of 

Library and Information Science, Jamie Wittenberg and Elizabeth Wickes, who are jointly hosted 

by BDLSS and the University of Oxford eResearch Centre. 

 

 

http://www.culturesofknowledge.org/
http://arshama.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://arshama.classics.ox.ac.uk/
http://arshama.classics.ox.ac.uk/
http://arshama.classics.ox.ac.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zdlOC0sFo5k
http://dhoxss.humanities.ox.ac.uk/2014/about.html
http://www.lis.illinois.edu/
http://www.lis.illinois.edu/


  

 Staff Profile: Digital Research Facilitator 

What is a ‘research facilitator’? The answer to that varies enormously across Oxford, the 

requirements reflecting the particular needs of the division or department in which the role sits. 

For BDLSS, research facilitation means assisting the Programmatic Heads with scoping out the 

requirements and costs of any new project we may take on; helping to source ideas for future 

projects; seeking out possible funding sources and supporting applicants by ensuring that they 

address the funder’s requirements for the best possible chance of success; liaising and building 

relationships with collaborators across the university, from other departments of the Bodleian to 

academic faculties and research centres; liaising with external institutions and collaborators; and 

helping to develop processes and procedures that will define our approach to digital research 

projects… so quite a few different things! 

Alongside supporting current project proposals in the Pipeline, I am working on a project to gather 

all the statistical data about our applications past and present, our success rates and our research 

income in order that we can develop an increasingly well-informed and strategic approach to 

applications and collaborations. Doing this involves colleagues throughout the department, the 

wider Bodleian and Research Services – so everyone’s knowledge and expertise may be called 

upon at some point! I am also getting involved with the Digital Humanities at Oxford Summer 

School (DHOxSS), co-presenting two sessions: one with Ruth Kirkham on successful project 

planning and management from “Pipedream to Project”, and one with our very own Pip Willcox 

on public engagement and knowledge exchange, “Beyond the Academy: engagement, education, 

and exchange”. 

In real life, I do a part-time PhD in Geography at UCL on “Geographical Imagination and the Marvel 

Universe” (yes, comics), am heavily engaged in London film culture and the immersive theatre 

scene, and pursue enthralling daily adventures on the Oxford Tube. 

Matthew Kimberley 

 Enabling Research: University of Western Australia  
 

Pip Willcox is currently a Short Stay Visiting Fellow at the 

University of Western Australia’s Institute for Advanced Studies. 

She will be working with Dr Brett Hirsch, a current collaborator 

on the Digital Renaissance Editions project, as well as giving a public lecture on the Bodleian’s First 

Folio and presenting a digital humanities research seminar. 

 

 

 Recent Publications 

 

S. M. Tarte, D. De Roure, and P. Willcox.  Working out the Plot: the Role of Stories in Social 

Machines.  In: WWW '14: Companion Publication of the 23rd International World Wide Web 

Conference.  2014. ACM. [ DOI: 10.1145/2567948.2578839] 

 

Newsletter Editor: Shirin Hine   shirin.hine@bodleian.ox.ac.uk 

http://www.ias.uwa.edu.au/
http://digitalrenaissance.uvic.ca/
http://www.ias.uwa.edu.au/lectures/willcox
http://www.ias.uwa.edu.au/lectures/willcox
http://www.ias.uwa.edu.au/masterclass/willcox
http://ora.ox.ac.uk/objects/uuid:6df95de1-93a7-4c93-bd23-0f04e9975927
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