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This exhibition illustrates the 
graphic design of handwritten 
manuscripts and inscriptions for 
the first thousand years of English, 
across the Middle Ages.
Suitable for all ages. No booking required. 

ST LEE GALLERY, WESTON LIBRARY     

ADMISSION FREE     

EXHIBITIONS

Ada Lovelace: The Making of a 
Computer Scientist
Christopher Hollings, Ursula Martin, 
Adrian Rice 
HB £20

Georgia: A Cultural Journey Through the 
Wardrop Collection Nikoloz Aleksidze  
HB £40

Lost Maps of the Caliphs
Yossef Rapoport, Emilie Savage-Smith

HB £40

OPEN NOW UNTIL 3 FEBRUARY 2019

UNTIL 22 APRILBodleian Treasures  
Sappho to Suffrage:  
women who dared

Pirates and poets; suffragettes and 
explorers – 100 years of women’s 
votes. This exhibition celebrates the 
achievements of women who dared 
to do the unexpected by showcasing 
some of the Bodleian’s greatest 
treasures alongside items that have 
rarely been displayed before. 

On show will be photographs, ancient 
papyrus, letters, scientific instruments, 
games, unique texts and much 
more, displaying the work of literary 
geniuses like Mary Shelley and Jane 
Austen as well as ground-breaking 
scientists like Maria Sibylla Merian 
and French royal midwife Louise 
Bourgeois.
Suitable for all ages. No booking required. 

THE TREASURY, WESTON LIBRARY    ADMISSION FREE  

Designing English  

Available in the Bodleian Shops or order 
online at www.bodleianshop.co.uk

 NEW FROM BODLEIAN PUBLISHING

LAST CHANCE TO SEE



Tolkien: Maker of Middle-earth
Catherine McIlwaine

HB £40  PB £25
Collector’s Edition £295

 Tolkien: Treasures
Catherine McIlwaine

PB with flaps £12

Tolkien
Maker of Middle-earth

OPEN  1 JUNE –28 OCTOBER

Tolkien: Maker of Middle-earth explores 
Tolkien’s amazing legacy from his genius 
as an artist, poet, linguist, and author to 
his academic career and family life.

The exhibition takes you on a journey 
through Tolkien’s famous works,  
The Hobbit and The Lord of The Rings, 
displaying an array of draft manuscripts, 
striking illustrations and maps drawn 
for his publications. Discover Tolkien’s 
early abstract paintings from The Book of 
Ishness, the touching tales he wrote for 
his children, rare objects that belonged 
to Tolkien, never before seen fan mail, 
and private letters. 

Book your free ticket now at:  
https://tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk
£1 booking fee per transaction.

There will be a limited number of tickets available  
each day on a first come, first served basis.
Suitable for all ages. 

ST LEE GALLERY, WESTON LIBRARY  ADMISSION FREE

Available in the Bodleian Shops 
from 1 June or preorder online  
at www.bodleianshop.co.uk

 NEW FROM BODLEIAN PUBLISHING

Tolkıen
M A K E R  O F  M I D D L E -E A R T H

Catherine McIlwaine
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Catherine 
McIlwaine

BODLEIAN 
LIBRARY

£25.00  $40.00
www.bodleianshop.co.uk

9 781851 244973

ISBN 978-1-85124-497-3

This lavishly illustrated book explores the 
huge creative endeavour that lies behind Tolkien’s enduring 
popularity. Using pages from his manuscripts, drawings, 

maps and letters, it traces the creative process behind his most 
famous literary works – The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings and The 
Silmarillion – and reproduces personal photographs and private 
papers, some of which have never been seen before in print. 

Tolkien drew on his deep knowledge of medieval literature and 
language to inform his literary imagination. This book charts the 
main themes in Tolkien’s life and work including the influence 
of northern languages and legends on the creation of his own 
legendarium; his concept of ‘Faërie’ as a literary construct; the central 
importance of his invented languages and visual imagination as well 
as the encouragement he derived from the literary group known as 
the Inklings. 

Bringing together the largest collection of original Tolkien material 
ever assembled in a single volume and drawing on the Tolkien 
Archive at the Bodleian Libraries, Oxford, and at Marquette 
University, Milwaukee, as well as private collections, this book draws 
together the many worlds of J.R.R. Tolkien – scholarly, literary, 
creative and domestic – offering a rich and detailed understanding 
and appreciation of this extraordinary author.

CatheriNe MCilWaiNe is the Tolkien Archivist at 
The Bodleian Libraries, University of Oxford.

‘It is written in my life-blood, such as that is, 
thick or thin; and I can no other.’ 

J.R.R. Tolkien



TALKS & EVENTS

To avoid disappointment for popular events, book your tickets in advance online:  
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson Booking fees may apply.

Mythopoeia: myth-
creation and Middle-earth
Tue 5 June | 6–7.30pm
Panel discussion with Marina 
Warner, Dimitra Fimi, Verlyn 
Flieger.

Booking required:   
https://tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Library Lates: Tolkien
Sat 16 June | 7–9.30pm
Booking is essential for this 
special Library Late. Enjoy an 
evening of talks and activities 
in the imaginative world of 
Tolkien’s Middle-earth.
BLACKWELL HALL, WESTON LIBRARY

Booking required:   
https://tolkien.bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Maria Sibylla Merian – 
naturalist and illustrator 
par excellence
Mon 25 June | 1–1.45pm
Dr Jeyaraney Kathirithamby
Maria Sibylla Merian was one 
of the first naturalists to make 
careful observations of the 
metamorphosis of insects and 
amphibians, at a time when 
little was known about it. This 
talk will discuss her work.

Thinking 3D
Wed 27 June | 5–6pm
Laura  Moretti & Daryl Green
This Byrne-Bussey Marconi 
talk will tell the story of the 
landmark texts which are 
shaping the narrative and 
informing the curatorial work 
of the Bodleian’s Treasures 
exhibition in 2019, Thinking 3D 
from Leonardo to present.

SaturDIY: Sappho to 
Suffrage 
Sat 19 May | 12–5pm

Drop in to play the game 
of Suffragetto and make 
your own badge inspired 
by women who dared. The 
Young Women’s Music Project 
will be creating their own 
interpretations 
of the 
exhibition  
and playing 
a set at 
4pm. 

A lab of one’s own: science 
and suffrage in the First 
World War
Wed 25 July | 5–6pm
Professor Patricia Fara
2018 marks a double 
centenary: peace was declared 
in war-wracked Europe, and 
British women won the vote 
after decades of struggle. This 
talk commemorates both 
anniversaries by revealing the 
untold lives of female scientists, 
doctors and engineers who 
helped to win the war.

Free talks and events on subjects relating to the 
exhibitions at the Weston Library 
ALL TALKS ARE IN THE LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY

ADMISSION FREE BOOKING REQUIRED



TALKS & EVENTS

THE LYELL  
LECTURES  
2018

Book ownership in 
Stuart England
David Pearson, Lyell Reader in 
Bibliography 2017-18

This lecture series will 
explore seventeenth-
century personal book 
ownership, looking not  
only at book acquisition 
patterns but also 
investigating motives  
and collecting cultures.  
A key theme will be the  
use of material evidence 
from books themselves 
to help to enhance 
our understanding of 
seventeenth-century 
values.

LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY    
ADMISSION FREE BOOKING REQUIRED

Setting the scene:  
trends and patterns
Tue 24 April | 5–6pm

Books for use and  
books for show
Thu 26 April | 5–6pm

Women and books in the 
seventeenth century
Tue 1 May | 5–6pm

Books for the common 
man
Thu 3 May | 5–6pm

Cultures of collecting  
in the seventeenth century
Tue 8 May | 5–6pm

Ballads at the Bodleian: 
songs of life & love
Sun 22 April | 11am–4.30pm
As part of Oxford Folk 
Weekend, festival director 
Cat Kelly has unearthed 
six popular songs from 
the Bodleian’s collection 
of broadside ballads and 
written new arrangements 
for local community choirs.
Drop in to enjoy 
storytelling, printing, folk 
music performances, an 
introduction to broadside 
ballads and a song sharing 
workshop. 
BLACKWELL HALL, WESTON LIBRARY
ADMISSION FREE

The Polish-Italian  
royal wedding of 1518: 
dynasty, memory and 
language
Wed 25 April | 5–6pm
Dr Natalia Nowakowska
In 1518, the Milanese-
Neapolitan princess Bona 
Sforza travelled to Krakow 
to marry King Sigismund I of 
Poland, in one of the most 
celebrated weddings seen in 
Renaissance Central Europe.

This lecture explores the 
meeting of these two 
cultures and considers the 
new political ideas generated 
by the royal wedding.
LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY   
ADMISSION FREE BOOKING REQUIRED

Persian arts of the book 
Wed 16 May |10am–1pm

Dr Mandana Barkeshli and Sadra Zekrgoo 

Learn about the materials used to create traditional Persian 
manuscripts. Introducing the ingredients used for dyeing 
paper and making ink, the lectures also explain how modern 
scientists are able to identify the materials used in the 
making of manuscripts. 
LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY   ADMISSION FREE BOOKING REQUIRED



A renaissance  
royal wedding
17 March – 13 May

Marking the 500th anniversary 
of a lavish Renaissance royal 
wedding, this small display 
explores the surprising Italian-
Polish connections created by 
the marriage of Bona Sforza 
and King Sigismund I in 1518.
BLACKWELL HALL, WESTON LIBRARY

Necessity and invention: 
science from the Great War
31 March – 2 June

The First World War was one 
of mechanization and science. 
This display looks at some of 
the scientific advances born 
of the crisis which would 
leave a positive legacy after 
the guns fell silent.
PROSCHOLIUM, OLD SCHOOLS QUAD

Looking at Euclid
19 May – 15 July

This display will explore the 
geometrical worlds of the 
early modern British Isles by 
looking at the reception of 
Euclid’s Elements.
BLACKWELL HALL, WESTON LIBRARY

Curiosity uncovered: 
opening the child’s library 
cabinet, 1800
Opens 9 June 

How did the 
cabinet of 
literature open a 
curious world of 
science, history, 
and language? 
Through the 
child’s library, this 
display uncovers 
the evolving technology of 
early nineteenth-century 
educational ephemera. 

Check online for final opening 
dates www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
whatson
PROSCHOLIUM, OLD SCHOOLS QUAD

DISPLAYS

All displays are open daily. Check opening hours online before visiting. 
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson
ADMISSION FREE

Check online for booking information at  www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson

Linocut one-day course
Sun 6 May | 10am–4pm
Robin Wilson and Rosie Fairfax-
Cholmeley

Learn to make a linocut print, 
from a blank sheet of paper 
to a glorious poster, in one 
day.
SCHOLA MUSICAE, OLD BODLEIAN LIBRARY
BOOKING REQUIRED £60  

Make a hand printed 
book in 5 days
23-29 July | 10am–5pm
Design, type-set, illustrate 
and print your own booklet 
using hand-operated presses 
in the Bodleian’s printing 
workshop.
SCHOLA MUSICAE, OLD BODLEIAN LIBRARY
BOOKING REQUIRED £400  
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FRIENDS OF THE BODLEIAN EVENTS

Friends of the Bodleian events are open to all with free admission, unless otherwise stated. 
To avoid disappointment please book online at www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson
Booking fees may apply.

Turn End, the film: 
the home and garden of 
architect Peter Aldington
Thu 10 May | 5.30–7.30pm

This special viewing of the 
film Turn End, tells the story 
of the creation of the houses 
and garden and will be 
followed by a Q&A with film 
creators led by John Creaser.
LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY  
BOOKING REQUIRED £12   

When Oscar Wilde  
came to Oxford 
Tue 22 May | 1–1.45pm

Michèle Mendelssohn, Associate Professor 
of English Literature, University of Oxford; 
2017-8 Visiting Professor, McGill University 
Institute for the Study of Canada

A talk about the previously 
untold story of Oscar Wilde’s 
undergraduate days in a 
Victorian England tottering 
towards modernity.

LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY

Goethe à l’anglaise: 
singing the poet’s song  
in a strange land
Fri 8 June | 6–7pm

Lecture by Dr Derek McCulloch illustrated 
with music performed by Café Mozart

Special event about 
the nature of ‘song’, the 
relationship between words 
and music, and when a ‘song’ 
is not a song.
CONVOCATION HOUSE, BODLEIAN LIBRARY  
BOOKING REQUIRED £10   

What would Morris say?
Tue 12 June | 1–1.45pm

Dr Phillippa Bennett, Senior Lecturer 
in English, University of Northampton; 
Fellow, Higher Education Academy

This talk will consider how 
the legacy of William Morris 
might help us understand 
and respond to some of the 
most pressing issues of our 
own era.
LECTURE THEATRE, WESTON LIBRARY

SUPPORT THE BODLEIAN MAKE A DONATION TODAY
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Help safeguard some 
of the world’s greatest 
literary and cultural 
treasures by making 
a donation to the 
Bodleian Libraries 
today. Your support 
will allow the Bodleian 
to keep exhibitions 
free for all, broaden 
access to collections 

through digitization, 
and ensure fragile 
items are conserved 
for future generations.

To donate online or 
find out more about 
the ways you can 
support the Bodleian 
Libraries, please visit 
www.bodleian.ox.ac.
uk/get-involved/give

You can also contact 
us at development@
bodleian.ox.ac.uk   
or  01865 611552.

Already leaving a 
legacy to the Bodleian 
Libraries? Please let us 
know so we can make 
sure to include you 
in our Bodley’s Circle 
members group.



www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson

  

BODLEIAN TOURS
A trip to Oxford is incomplete 
without a visit to the world 
famous Bodleian Libraries.   
Guided tours to see inside its 
ancient rooms run daily.

The magnificent gothic Divinity 
School, the University’s earliest 
teaching room which was 
designed to inspire, is also 
available to visit, or take an audio 
tour around the historic exterior 
quadrangles. 

The Weston Library on Broad 
Street is the home of the 
Bodleian’s special collections, 
some of which can be seen in  
the exhibition galleries.  Don’t 
forget to also visit our fantastic 
café and shop.

To find out more, visit  
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson/visit  
Phone: +44 (0)1865 277094 
Email: tours@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

 

BODLEIAN SHOPS
Take a treasure home. Visit the Zvi 
Meitar Bodleian Libraries Shop in 
the Weston Library or the Libraries 
shop set in the tranquil, historic 
Old Schools Quadrangle, offering 
gifts inspired by the Libraries’ 
collections. Opening hours are 
Mon to Fri 10am-5.30pm; Sat 
10am-5pm; Sun 10am-5pm.

Also available for purchase online 
at www.bodleianshop.co.uk 
 @bodleianshop

BODLEIAN PUBLISHING
Bodleian Library Publishing 
produces beautiful and 
authoritative books which help 
to bring the riches of Oxford’s 
libraries to readers around the 
world. Our titles include non-
fiction, high-quality illustrated art 
books, facsimiles, stationery, gift 
and children’s books, as well as 
titles related to our exhibitions. 

Email: publishing@bodleian.
ox.ac.uk to request a free 
catalogue. 

www.bodleianshop.co.uk 
 @BodPublishing 

FIND US 

Bodleian Libraries, Broad Street  
Oxford, OX1 3BG 

t: +44 (0)1865 277094
e: tours@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

OPENING HOURS FOR VISITORS
Bodleian Library
Mon to Fri: 9am–5pm
Sat: 9am–4.30pm
Sun: 11am–5pm

Weston Library 
Mon to Fri: 8.30am–5pm
Sat: 9am–5pm
Sun: 11am–5pm

Exhibition galleries are open  
Mon to Sat:10am–5pm 
Sun: 11am–5pm

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR MONTHLY WHAT’S ON 
E-NEWSLETTER
www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/subscribe

Sign up to the Bodleian Shop enews and be the first to hear about 
new products and offers www.bodleianshop.co.uk

Produced by the Communications Office,  Bodleian Libraries, University of Oxford.
All information is correct at the time of going to press and is subject to alteration without notice.

Friends of the Bodleian events are open to all with free admission, unless otherwise stated. 
To avoid disappointment please book online at www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/whatson
Booking fees may apply.
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