
Committee on Library Information Provision and Strategy for Classics

Minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 31st October 2013

In Exeter College, front quad, staircase 4, room 1a, at 2.15pm

Present: Gregory Hutchinson (Chair), Charlotte Goodall (Secretary), Mark
Bainbridge, James Legg, Lisa Bendall, Dipesh Mahtani, Amber Gartrell, Lloyd
Hopkins, Graham Piddock, Georgy Kantor

1. Apologies: Stephen Harrison, Neil Leeder, Hilla Wait.

2. Welcome to Georgy Kantor, new Ancient History representative, to Lisa Bendall
(Classical Archaeology), Dipesh Mahtani (Undergraduate) and to Amber Gartrell
and Lloyd Hopkins (Graduates).

3. Minutes of the Trinity Term meeting were accepted.

4. Matters arising from the minutes not otherwise covered by the agenda.

Late Antiquity collection in the Lower Reading Room: This collection is being
compiled, and individuals with an interest in the subject area will be approached
for advice on finalising the list books that will go onto the shelves in the old
Lower Reserve area. It is hoped that this collection will be ready to put on the
shelves during the Christmas Vacation.

Weston Library: Hilary O’Shea from OUP will be approached about the
possibility of OUP donating a set of OCTs to the new Weston Library.

Self Collect: This has been widely welcomed and no problems have been
reported as yet.

It was noted that the chair of this committee is not a member of the Faculty
board; a connection with the Faculty Board has been thought desirable for the
CLIPS of other faculties, JL reported. GH will raise this with the Chair of the
Faculty board.

5. Collection Management Policy Statement. This document was accepted by the
committee. Regarding Classics, CG has agreed to start to circulate accession lists
for Classics Lending Library to the CLIP members for comment. Lists will be
prepared at the end of each term. The question of a virtual suggestions book on the
Bodleian website is being pursued.

6. Gladstone Link Classification document: Only the material designated “high use”
from the old Nicholson and “M” sections of the old bookstack will be reclassified,
and the scheme will have to be Library of Congress. As this process involves
classifying material which has not been properly classified before and no other
system is practicable, it was agreed that this was uncontroversial and would
improve the use of the GL collections. However, the matter is drawn to the
attention of the Sub-Faculties.

7. Report on ROQ: The Humanities Division is currently consulting on the future of
the ROQ and which faculties and libraries will move to the new building; these
will certainly not include Classics. However, the existence of a new
interdisciplinary library would be of interest to classicists. The greatest question
involves the future of the History faculty and library. The notion of a ‘Humanities



corridor’ which extended beyond the ROQ site seemed to be one that classicists
would want fostered.

8. Reports from Libraries

 Bodleian Libraries: the Radcliffe Camera work is nearly completed. New
lights have been installed in the Lower Reading Room, and next summer the
carpeting will be done. The new tables in the area of the old Lower Reserve
will be wired for electricity.

 Sackler: the new scanner has had some technical difficulties but these should
be resolved shortly. The book moves that took place over the summer have
been completed. A question was raised about the Sun Ray computers giving
error messages, and it was noted that when this happens they need to be
restarted.

9. Budget Reports. There has been a slight increase in provision for Classics and
Archaeology but this is just below inflation.

10. Electronic Resources update: a section for resources in Byzantine Studies has
been added to OxLIP+.

11. Undergraduate provision: a plea for allowing water in the Sackler was rejected
with the explanation that the library contains rare, old and unique material that the
library has a duty of care to protect.

12. Graduate provision: the temperature in the Sackler Library was questioned, and it
was noted that the fan speeds have been reduced, with the hope that the stability
of the temperature in the reading rooms will be improved. Some erratic reshelving
was the result of staffing problems, but new staff members have now been
appointed. Induction next year will give more details of printing and scanning
arrangement to the new graduate students.

13. College Libraries: hotlists and accession lists will be passed to the Committee of
College Librarians. It was noted that College Libraries are increasingly important
for students, as the purchase of copies for the Classics Lending Libraries is
increasingly limited.

14. Any other business.

Date of next meeting: Thursday 30th January 2014, in the Sackler Library.


