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Finding a thesis or dissertation in six points
1. look it up using OLIS or SOLO - especially if you already have the thesis details

2. check for full-text online theses (mainly recent theses)

3. find details of the thesis you want using online union catalogues, thesis catalogues or bibliographic databases

4. check OLIS or SOLO (if you did not already have the thesis details) 

5. check card catalogues for older theses held in Oxford
6. if it is not available in Oxford make an inter-library loan request or ask your subject librarian to purchase a copy (some titles found on Dissertations and Theses only) 
Oxford theses

Catalogues (mutually exclusive)
· OLIS: all non-science D.Phils, all non-science masters theses from 1994, all Law theses, all postgraduate science theses from 1995, all science D.Phils from 1988.

· Card catalogues: RSL Lankester Room (postgraduate science), Duke Humfrey (postgraduate non-science). Use Index to Theses (see worksheet for help) to find bibliographic details of Oxford theses not on OLIS. Please ask staff in these rooms how to order theses listed in card catalogues.
Locations

Theses are usually found in the libraries that cover the subject of the thesis. Usually they are kept in a confined or stack area. Those in the Radcliffe Science Library (postgraduate science theses), Bodleian Library of Commonwealth and African Studies and the Vere Harmsworth Library (United States Studies) are kept in their stack areas and are mostly ordered to their reading room using the automated stack request system via OLIS. Most postgraduate non-science theses (all those not held elsewhere) are kept in the central Bodleian stack and must be ordered from the stack to be read in Duke Humfrey’s Library (except music theses, read in the New Bodleian Reading Room).
Remember! All those consulting hard copy Oxford theses must sign a form at the front of the thesis recognising the author’s copyright.

Finding full-text Oxford theses online in the Oxford Research Archive (ORA)
ORA currently contains more than 130 theses and this number is growing. Coverage is not uniform, with science predominating.
Oxford theses on ORA can be found by using the SOLO search box (http://solo.ouls.ox.ac.uk), or by using the ORA search page (http://ora.ouls.ox.ac.uk/). There is a simple search box at this page, or Browse in Collections for a list of Oxford theses. Use Detailed Search to search by author, title, subject, supervisor, in other record fields, and in the abstract. For example, all theses supervised by a supervisor with the surname Houlsby may be found with the search supervisor:houlsby. 
Sort the search by Collection (tick the box) for a link to search results from the theses collection.
If you have any enquiries about Oxford theses, please contact oxford.theses@ouls.ox.ac.uk or ask at the central Bodleian Main Enquiry Desk.
Non-Oxford theses

Held in Oxford
1. Check SOLO (try adding “thesis” to the search) or OLIS (adding “thesis” as a notes search may help).
2. For full text theses online try OAIster (via OxLIP+ or at http://www.oaister.org) and other links on the theses website (see top) or the Theses and Dissertations resources list (at the top of the list of subjects) on OxLIP+ (http://www.ouls.ox.ac.uk/bodley/eresources/oxlip_databases)
3. Consult the card catalogue in the Special Collections Resources Room of the New Library for pre–1973 theses, mostly from outside Britain or Ireland (to see this catalogue, please ask staff in the Special Collections Reading Room first)
Held elsewhere

· UK and Ireland: use Index to Theses (see worksheet for help). 

· Rest of the world: start with Dissertations and Theses (see worksheet for help). Alternatively use the Cross Search Theses and Dissertations resources list (at the top of the list of subjects) on OxLIP+, to search across Dissertations and Theses, OIAster, and the Networked Digital Library of Theses and Dissertations (NDLTD, otherwise http://www.theses.org). You may also search COPAC (see below) with these databases, but will need to add “thesis” to the search in All fields to remove non-theses, but this will reduce the number of results from the other databases.
· COPAC ((http://www.copac.ac.uk) brings together the online catalogues of major university, specialist, and national libraries in the UK and Ireland including OULS and the British Library, and contains details of all kinds of theses held by other UK research libraries. Under Main Search, select the Theses limit in the Material type drop-down list.
· Use links on the theses website (http://www.ouls.ox.ac.uk/libraries/subjects/reference/theses) or search for thesis resources and bibliographic databases using the keywords “theses” or “dissertations” in the Other options tab of the Find Database function of OxLIP+.

Requesting a thesis by inter-library loan
· To see a copy of a British or Irish thesis on inter-library loan, you will need a printout from Index to Theses (or COPAC), plus a completed application form and Thesis Declaration Form. Some OULS libraries may not offer this service.
· To see a copy of a thesis from the rest of the world on inter-library loan, you will need a printout from Dissertations and Theses with your name and email address, or a clear reference plus a completed application form for non-North American and post-2000 theses on Dissertations and Theses, and other foreign theses not on Dissertations and Theses. Some OULS libraries may not offer this service. An alternative method of obtaining access to a thesis is to ask your subject librarian (see http://www.ouls.ox.ac.uk/libraries/subjects/librarians) to purchase a copy, as many theses listed on Dissertations and Theses are available for purchase.
Remember! If you are using a print copy of a thesis borrowed from another university, please check to see if you need to sign a form at the front of the thesis.
General databases
WorldCat (via SOLO or OxLIP+) contains details of many published (continental European) and unpublished (American and British) theses from the individual library catalogues incorporated within it. In Advanced Search the content subtype limit can be set at Thesis/dissertation which will find both unpublished and published theses, including books adapted from theses. Use Manuscript from the format subtype limit drop-down list to find only unpublished dissertations/theses. The majority of these will be from US or Canadian universities. WorldCat also includes details of many full-text electronic theses (some free, some not).
FRANCIS (via SOLO or OxLIP+) incorporates the French INIST catalogue, which includes many French theses. In Advanced Search add thesis as a keyword or publication type search.

WorldCat and FRANCIS share the same platform, OCLC FirstSearch. Click on Databases when in either database, to add the second database to your search and search across both.
Subject-specific databases
Many subject bibliographies contains records from Dissertations and Theses including ERIC (Education), Historical Abstracts, MLA (English, Modern Languages), and Sociology Abstracts. Most offer the option of limiting results to theses only. The music bibliography RILM contains details of both published and unpublished doctoral (and a few masters’) theses. In Basic Search use the publication type box to choose dissertation, doctoral or dissertation, master’s or other non-doctoral thesis to separate these from other material.
For all thesis and dissertation enquiries you can…

Ask an Oxford Librarian!  http://www.ouls.ox.ac.uk/ask/
Or ask at the central Bodleian Main Enquiry Desk.
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