FRIENDS OF THE BODLEIAN
NOTICE is hereby given that the sixty-fourth Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held in the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, on Thursday 25 June 2009 at 3.00 p.m. for the following purposes:

1. To receive and consider the Report of the Council of Management and the Directors’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2009.

2. To elect members of Council.

3. To elect an Honorary Treasurer.

4. To appoint Auditors.
5. To consider any other business which may be transacted at an Ordinary General Meeting.  Notice of motions should be sent to the Friends’ Secretary in advance of the Meeting.

Professor S. Iversen, Acting Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Research, will take the Chair. After the formal business, Lord Hurd of Westwell, CH, CBE, PC, will address the meeting.  The title of his lecture will be Pleasures of an amateur historian.
Dr Sarah Thomas, Bodley’s Librarian and Director of University Library Services, will propose a vote of thanks to the speaker, announce the change in Chairmanship of the Council of Management, and report on Library matters.
A selection from the year’s purchases and donations will be exhibited in the Proscholium at the entrance to the Divinity School from 9.30am until 6.30pm on 25 June.

Members and guests are invited to take tea in the Divinity School, Old Library, following the meeting.  Members wishing to accept the invitation to tea are asked to inform the Friends’ Administrator, Friends of the Bodleian, Bodleian Library, Oxford, OX1 3BG, tel:  01865 277234, email:  fob@bodley.ox.ac.uk, by Friday 19 June 2009.
REPORT

1. The Council of Management submits its Report, with the Directors’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2009.

2. The members of Council retiring by rotation are Professor J.M. Barnard, Dr R.P. Carr, Mr T.M. Hofmann, Mr C. Hurst, and Mr R. Ovenden, all of whom, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election. Dr C. Fletcher retires in accordance with Article of Association 49, having been appointed an additional member of Council in January 2009, and, being eligible, offers himself for re-election.  Council recommends that Professor J. M. Barnard, Dr R.P. Carr, Dr C. Fletcher, Mr T.M. Hofmann, Mr C. Hurst, and Mr R. Ovenden be re-elected members of Council. 
3. The Honorary Treasurer, Dr F.E. Dinshaw, retires and being eligible, offers himself for re-election.
4. The Auditors, Bronsens, retire and are eligible for re-appointment.

Registered Office:





By order of the Council

Bodleian Library, Oxford OX1 3BG



M. Czepiel
Tel:  01865 277234





Secretary
Email:  fob@bodley.ox.ac.uk
www.ouls.ox.ac.uk/bodley/friends



Date:  5 June 2009
FRIENDS OF THE BODLEIAN
Council of Management

2008 – 2009
Chairman:



Professor J.H. Stallworthy (until 25 June 2009)





Professor R.A. McCabe (from 25 June 2009)
Hon. Treasurer:


Dr F.E. Dinshaw

Council:



Professor J.M Barnard





Dr T.C. Barnard 





Dr P.G. Beal






Dr R.P. Carr





Professor K.D. Duncan-Jones






Dr C. Fletcher (from 14 January 2009)





L. Forbes (until 8 October 2008)





C.E. Franklin






Dr A.R.A. Hobson






T.M. Hofmann






C. Hurst






G.H. Mandelbrote






R. Ovenden





Professor R.A. McCabe






The Reverend Professor M.A. Screech
                                                            Dr S.E. Thomas





D.G. Vaisey

Secretary:



G. Groom (until 30 June 2008)

M. Czepiel (from 1 July 2008)
Friends’ Administrator:

I. Wilde 

Accountant:



H.P.B. Atyeo

Friends of the Bodleian is a company limited by guarantee and not
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The object of the Friends of the Bodleian is the advancement of education of the public and the enrichment of the Bodleian Library’s collections by encouraging donations and providing an income for the purchase and preservation of manuscripts and printed books, under the control of its Council of Management and separate from the Library’s own funds.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

2008 – 2009
The sixty-third Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, on 19 June 2008, with Professor E. McKendrick, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Research, Academic Services and University Collections, in the Chair.  Professor J.H. Stallworthy, Chairman of the Council of Management, presented the Report of the Council of Management and the Directors’ Report and Financial Statements to 31 March 2008, which were adopted.  Dr T.C. Barnard, Dr P.G. Beal, Dr F.E. Dinshaw, Mr C.E. Franklin, Dr A.R.A. Hobson, Mr G.H. Mandelbrote, and the Reverend Professor M.A. Screech were re-elected members of Council, and Professor R.A. McCabe was elected a member of Council for the first time.  Mr T.A. Birrell and Professor R.F. Foster retired from Council. Dr F.E. Dinshaw was re-elected Hon. Treasurer, and the Auditors, Bronsens, were re-appointed.  Mr Philip Zeigler, CVO, FRSL, FRHS, Hon. D. Litt., addressed the meeting on Prime Ministers: a biographer’s view.  Dr S.E. Thomas, Bodley’s Librarian and Director of University Library Services, proposed a vote of thanks to the speaker and reported on Library matters.  Before and after the meeting, a selection of the year’s purchases and donations was exhibited in the Proscholium in the Old Library.  Afternoon tea was served in the Divinity School.

During the year under review the Friends gained 73 new members and lost 9 members by death and 11 by resignation. 112 members, who after being sent three reminder letters in the last year did not renew their subscription since 2003, were removed from the list of current members. On 31 March 2009 there were 1390 active members.
Honorary Life Membership of the Friends has been conferred on Mr Gordon Bussey, who was instrumental in bringing to Oxford the notable Marconi collection; Mr Leslie Critchlow, who for the past six years led the Library’s Volunteer Guides and Mr Peter Ward Jones, Bodley’s retired (after 40 years) Music Librarian and Secretary of the German Friends of the Bodleian. 

The Council of Management thankfully acknowledges the receipt of many donations: £5,000 by Professor L.R. Chase; £1,000 by The Rev. R. Sanders; £400 by St. John’s College, Oxford; £200 by Mr L.G.E. Bell; £170 towards Cavalli’s Erismena by Mr D. Josephson; £125 by the Fairfax Society; £120 by The Rev. B. Taylor; £50 towards Cavalli’s Erismena by Dr P. Heeks, £50 towards Cavalli’s Erismena by Mr R.J. Roberts, £40 by Professor Y. Haneda. With gratitude were also received anonymous donations: £1,250 to the David Rogers Fund, which was applied to make a purchase from the Fund as described below; £250 to the Accumulated Fund and £30 towards Cavalli’s Erismena. 
Council is most grateful to the following for their donations of material to the Library through the Friends: Mr A. Honey, Mr W. Hooper, Mr P.W. Nash and Ms A. Felstead, Mr J. Pinfold, Mr P.R. Quarrie, and Mrs M. Vaisey.  

The amount spent during the year on the purchase of manuscripts and printed books for the Library was £32,355 (£31,100 from the Accumulated Fund and £1,255 from the David Rogers Fund). At 31 March 2009 the total reserves held were £110,726.34 (£104,689.86 in the Accumulated Fund and £6,036.48 in the David Rogers Fund).  It is the policy of the Council of Management always to keep a reserve of at least £20,000 in the Accumulated Fund to meet recurrent commitments and to make appropriate purchases of Library materials as opportunities arise.  This year Council continued to have in mind in particular a wish to help the Library in its efforts to purchase desiderata from the library of manuscripts and printed books of the late Dr B.E. Juel-Jensen, which constitute outstanding primary research material and which, working with the estate of Dr Juel-Jensen, the Library would be able to acquire at favourable rates. Council therefore retained a significant sum in its Accumulated Fund for this purpose. 
With a view to increasing awareness of the Friends’ work, the Society’s website was revised, extended, and linked to the University of Oxford’s Campaign webpages. New modes of collaboration with the Library’s Admissions Office, Human Resources, and Commercial Operations were developed to promote the Friends further. Copies of a new brochure have been made widely available to attract new members. 
The year’s programme of events included lunchtime lectures in Oxford by Dr Christopher Tyerman (6 May 2008): Bodleian Library MS. Tanner 190, Marino Sanudo, Secreta Fidelium Crucis, Venice, c. 1321-1324: Europe and the wider world in the 14th century; Dr Christopher Fletcher (4 June 2008): From the Fastolf Master to Jan van Hogspeuw: the poetic importance of Philip Larkin's picture postcards; Professor T. J. Reed (26 November 2008): Out of the labyrinth: Kafka's manuscripts; Peter Ward Jones (3 December 2008): Hallelujah! Reflections on a swansong exhibition; Dr Roger Tomlin (25 February 2009): Woolly beaks: birds in South-Persian tribal rugs and bagfaces of the 19th century; and Rita Ricketts (4 March 2009): Inside the Blackwell collections in the Bodleian Library and Merton College: a new Decameron. An evening lecture with music and readings entitled Schubert in a cold climate was held on 25 April 2008 and was presented by Dr Elizabeth McKay with readings by Mervyn Pascoe. Members of the Friends were invited to the opening of the Library’s exhibition Beyond the work of one (launched by Sir Colin Lucas) and Hallelujah! The British choral tradition. The latter was opened by the composer and producer Harold Goodall, whose manuscript of the theme tune to The Vicar of Dibley was included in the exhibition and subsequently donated to the Library. In August 2008, the Friends were invited to the Globe production of Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale in the Bodleian’s Old Library Quadrangle.
During the year, one double issue of the Bodleian Library Friends’ Newsletter (Summer 2008 and Winter 2008/9) was published and distributed to all members.  A double issue of the Bodleian Library Record (Volume 20, nos. 1-2, April/October 2007) was sent to Honourable and Life Friends.
Members continued to benefit from a discount of 10% on purchases from the Bodleian Gift Shop and from a discount of 10% on the price of a reader’s ticket for the Bodleian Library, if they were not eligible for a free reader’s ticket on other grounds, subject to the Library’s normal admission requirements.

PURCHASES
The ‘particular-book’ of James Nedeham, surveyor of the king’s works, 1539-40

A manuscript ‘particular-book’ of James Nedeham, Surveyor of the King’s Works in the reign of Henry VIII was originally part of the Foljambe Library removed from Osberton Hall, Nottinghamshire.

The Bodleian’s Rawlinson collection, given to the Library in 1756, contains eleven such particular-books dated 1532-43. These volumes record a variety of details relating to modifications and repairs to the structure and fittings of royal manors and palaces. They record not only the work carried out and when it was done, but also the names of all the labourers and craftsmen who carried out the work, with details of their pay each month. The catalogue for these volumes does not make explicit that the run of account books has a significant gap.  Although the pay-books seem to cover the years 1532-42 continuously, together with some payments relating to the manor of Dartford 1543-4, a closer inspection reveals that the years 1539-40 are barely covered at all. Thus the Foljambe volume seems to fit perfectly into this sequence.

The year 1539 witnessed the marriage treaty between Henry VIII and Anne of Cleves.  Just as MS. Rawl D. 775 records work carried out in May and June 1533 ‘ageynst the coronacion of the Quene’ Anne Boleyn, the Foljambe volume includes payments for works done in preparation for the arrival of Anne of Cleves. The marriage took place in the newly appointed Queen’s closet on 6 January 1540.

The manuscript was purchased from Christie’s to complete a remarkable run of early Tudor accounts. The Friends of the Bodleian contributed £8,000 from the Accumulated Fund, whilst other benefactors provided the remaining shortfall.










MS. Don. c. 206
Tableaux sacrez

Tableaux sacrez des figures mystiques du tres-auguste sacrifice et sacrement de l’eucharistie. Paris, chez Pierre Gallays, c.1700. Engraved title-page plus 15 engraved plates. The suite of plates is bound with 64 pages of manuscripts comprising homilies in English on the Eucharist to accompany the illustrations. 

These plates were originally engraved for the Tableaux sacrez of Louis de Richeome, Provincial of the Jesuits in Bordeaux, first published in 1601, and reprinted several times (we have in the Bodleian an edition of 1611 without the plates). It was translated into English in 1619, also without the plates. The plates have been re-engraved by Thomas de Leu for this edition with slight alterations. The manuscript, clearly addressed to an English recusant audience, is of particular interest as it may be the work of Richard Challoner, titular Bishop of London and prolific author. The book, bound in contemporary calf, bears the armorial plate of B. Barrett. In 1764 Barrett moved from London to Milton House, near Steventon in Berkshire, where he built a small Catholic chapel and entertained his close friend Richard Challoner. The book is in the 1760 catalogue of the Milton library, and certainly merits further research, especially the Challoner connexion. 

The book was most appropriately bought with an anonymous contribution of £1,250 to the David Rogers fund of the Friends of the Bodleian. 









Vet. E3 e. 125
Francesco Cavalli’s Erismena
The manuscript score of Francesco Cavalli’s Erismena is the earliest opera in the English language. The privately-owned score had been the object of a temporary export ban by the Culture Minister in view of its ‘outstanding significance for the study of the history of music in the UK’. 

Erismena was originally produced in Italy in 1655 by the leading Italian composer of the mid-17th century, Francesco Cavalli (1602-76). This manuscript, with a complete English singing translation, was written about 1670, evidently for performance (though none has been traced) – thirty years earlier than any other import of Italian opera into England. Its prologue is unique to this manuscript, and may have been the work of an English composer.

The manuscript score of Cavalli’s Erismena was purchased from a private individual by the Bodleian Library to mark its return to Oxford, where in 1797 it had appeared in the sale of the libraries of William and Philip Hayes, successive 18th-century professors of music in Oxford. The purchase was made possible thanks to the support of the Friends of the National Libraries, the V & A Purchase Grant Fund, New Chamber Opera, the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation, Friends of the Bodleian (£10,000 from the Accumulated Fund), and many individual donors. 










MS. Mus. d. 282 
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