FRIENDS OF THE BODLEIAN
NOTICE is hereby given that the sixty-third Annual General Meeting of the Society will be held in the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, on Thursday 19 June 2008 at 2.30 p.m. for the following purposes:

1. To receive and consider the Report of the Council of Management and the Directors’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2008.

2. To elect members of Council.

3. To elect an Honorary Treasurer.

4. To appoint Auditors.
5. To consider any other business which may be transacted at an Ordinary General Meeting.  Notice of motions should be sent to the Friends’ Secretary in advance of the Meeting.

Professor E. McKendrick, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Research, Academic Services & University Collections, will take the Chair.

After the formal business, Philip Ziegler, CVO, FRSL, FRHS, Hon. D. Litt., will address the meeting.  His title will be Prime Ministers: A biographer’s view.
Dr Sarah Thomas, Bodley’s Librarian and Director of University Library Services, will propose a vote of thanks to the speaker and report on Library matters.
A selection from the year’s purchases and donations will be exhibited in the Proscholium at the entrance to the Divinity School from 9.30am until 6.30pm on 19 June.
Members and guests are invited to take tea in the Divinity School, Old Library, following the meeting.  Members wishing to accept the invitation to tea are asked to inform the Friends’ Administrator, Friends of the Bodleian, Bodleian Library, Oxford, OX1 3BG, tel:  01865 277234, email:  fob@bodley.ox.ac.uk, by Friday 13 June 2008.
REPORT

1. The Council of Management submits its Report, with the Directors’ Report and Financial Statements for the year ended 31 March 2008.

2. The members of Council retiring by rotation are Dr. P. G. Beal, Mr. T. A. Birrell, Dr. F. E. Dinshaw, Professor R. F. Foster, Mr. C. E. Franklin, Dr. A. R. A. Hobson, Mr. G. H. Mandelbrote, and the Reverend Professor M. A. Screech, all of whom, except Mr. Birrell and Professor Foster, being eligible, offer themselves for re-election.  Dr T. C. Barnard retires in accordance with Article of Association 49, having been appointed an additional member of Council in July 2007, and, being eligible, offers himself for re-election.  Council recommends that Dr. T. C. Barnard, Dr. Beal, Dr. Dinshaw, Mr. Franklin, Dr. Hobson, Mr. Mandelbrote, and the Reverend Professor Screech be re-elected, and that Professor R. A. McCabe be elected, members of Council. 
3. The Honorary Treasurer, Dr F.E. Dinshaw, retires and being eligible, offers himself for re-election.
4. The Auditors, Bronsens, retire and are eligible for re-appointment.
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Friends of the Bodleian is a company limited by guarantee and not

having a share capital.  Registered in England and Wales 395989.

Registered charity 280573.

No director receives any remuneration for his or her services, or is

interested in any contract with the Company.

The object of the Friends of the Bodleian is the advancement of education of the public and the enrichment of the Bodleian Library’s collections by encouraging donations and providing an income for the purchase and preservation of manuscripts and printed books, under the control of its Council of Management and separate from the Library’s own funds.

REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF MANAGEMENT 

2007 – 2008
The sixty-second Annual General Meeting of the Society was held in the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford, on 21 June 2007, with Professor E. McKendrick, Pro-Vice-Chancellor, Research, Academic Services and University Collections, in the Chair.  Professor J.H. Stallworthy, Chairman of the Council of Management, presented the Report of the Council of Management and the Directors’ Report and Financial Statements to 31 March 2007, which were adopted.  Professor K. D. Duncan-Jones, Professor J. H. Stallworthy, Dr. S. E. Thomas, and Mr. D. G. Vaisey were re-elected members of Council, Dr F.E. Dinshaw was re-elected Hon. Treasurer, and the Auditors, Bronsens, were re-appointed.  Professor Christopher Ricks addressed the meeting under the title of ‘Of marring many books there is no end’.  Dr. S. E. Thomas, Bodley’s Librarian and Director of University Library Services, proposed a vote of thanks to the speaker and reported on Library matters.  Before and after the meeting a selection of the year’s purchases and donations was exhibited in Convocation House.  Afternoon tea was served in the Divinity School.
During the year under review the Friends gained 47 new members and lost 21 members by death and 23 by resignation.  At 31 March 2008 there were 1449 current members.

The Council of Management acknowledges with gratitude the receipt of two legacies, one of £5,000 by the late Miss Audrey Lilian Cooper, the other of £2,000 by the late Miss Muriel Gladys Meades; of two donations of £2,500 each, one by Professor L. R. Chase, the other by Dr. Leonard S. Polonsky through the Polonsky Foundation; and of an anonymous donation of £1,500 to the David Rogers Fund, which was applied to make a purchase from the Fund as described below.
Council is most grateful to the following for their donations of material to the Library through the Friends: Mrs. M. J. Barber, Professor Donald G. Davis, Jr., Mr. A. Honey, Mr. W. Hooper, the Earl and Countess of Macclesfield, Mr. A. D. Mather, Mr. P. W. Nash and Ms. A. Felstead, Dr. M. L. Prior, Mr. P. R. Quarrie, and Mr. D. G. Vaisey.  

The amount spent during the year on the purchase of manuscripts and printed books for the Library was £23,528 (£22,028 from the Accumulated Fund and £1,500 from the David Rogers Fund), and additionally £13,000 from the Accumulated Fund was committed for this purpose.  At 31 March 2008 the total reserves held were £112,786  (£106,893 in the Accumulated Fund and £5,893 in the David Rogers Fund).  It is the policy of the Council of Management always to keep a reserve of at least £20,000 in the Accumulated Fund to meet recurrent commitments and to make appropriate purchases of Library materials as opportunities arise.  This year Council had in mind in particular a wish to help the Library, if called upon to do so, in its efforts to purchase desiderata from the library of manuscripts and printed books of the late Dr. B. E. Juel-Jensen, which constitute outstanding primary research material and which, working with the estate of Dr. Juel-Jensen, the Library would be able to acquire at favourable rates.  Council therefore retained a significant sum in its Accumulated Fund for this purpose. 
With a view to increasing the level of recruitment to membership of the Friends, discussions took place during the year to revise and expand the Friends’ website, and the Friends discussed with the Library ways in which Library readers not already members of the Friends might be invited to consider membership of the Friends.

The year’s programme of events included lunchtime lectures in Oxford by Sir Charles Chadwyck-Healey (The Photographic Book: a New Area for Book Collectors), Mr. A. J. Flavell (T. E. Lawrence at School: Photographs in the Bodleian Library), Dr. Angus Hawkins (Lord Derby: Prime Minister and Chancellor of Oxford University), Dr. Jane Jakeman (Eating in the Library: the Pleasures of Old Cookery Books), Dr. Hilary L. Turner (An Elizabethan Panorama in the Bodleian Library: Mr. Sheldon’s Tapestry Maps Re-united) and Mr D. G. Vaisey (Four Men and an Archive).  Members of the Friends were invited to the opening by the artist Mr. Tom Phillips (some of whose Dante archive, recently acquired by the Bodleian, was on display in the exhibition) of the Library’s exhibition Italy’s Three Crowns: Dante, Petrarch and Boccaccio, and to the opening by Mr. Philip Pullman of Citizen Milton: an Exhibition for the 400th Anniversary of the Birth of John Milton.  

During the year, two issues of the Bodleian Library Friends’ Newsletter (Summer 2007 and Autumn/Winter 2007/8) were published.  One issue of the Bodleian Library Record (Volume 19, no. 2, October 2006) was sent to Honourable and Life Friends: it is regretted that publication of the Bodleian Library Record has fallen behind schedule. 
Members continued to benefit from a discount of 10% on the price of a reader’s ticket for the Bodleian Library if they were not eligible for a free reader’s ticket on other grounds, subject to the Library’s normal admission requirements.

Mr. Ian Wilde took up the post of Friends’ Administrator on 16 May 2007. 
PURCHASES
The Sheldon tapestry map of Gloucestershire.
Woven in wools and silks, the Sheldon tapestry map of Gloucestershire (depicting also parts of Wiltshire and Monmouthshire) is part of a set of four tapestry maps dating from the 1590s believed to have been commissioned by Ralph Sheldon (1537-1613) for the Sheldon family home at Weston, Warwickshire.  Two of the other maps, of Worcestershire and Oxfordshire, came to the Bodleian with the bequest of the antiquary Richard Gough in 1809, and the map of Warwickshire is part of the Warwickshire Museum’s collection.

The four maps are of major significance for cartographic history, forming a unique representation of the landscape of the midland counties of England at a period when modern cartography was still in its infancy.  Each tapestry map has its titular county in the centre on a white background and named in red letters, the county border is shaded red and the surrounding counties are depicted in varying colours from yellow to shades of green.  The maps still retain much of their original, vibrant colour, and demonstrate an interest in the depiction of landscape, rivers and townscapes.
Technically, the tapestry maps are without parallel in the UK, even though another fine set of tapestries (depicting the Four Seasons), probably later than the map series, survives at Hatfield House.  The only parallels to the map tapestries were continental work: the so-called Armada tapestries woven for Lord Effingham in 1595 and known only through engravings made prior to their destruction by fire in the 18th century, and a tapestry map of Leiden woven in Flanders around 1587.
The Sheldon tapestry map of Gloucestershire was purchased by the Bodleian Library to re-unite it with the maps of Worcestershire and Oxfordshire with the support of the independent art charity The Art Fund, the John R. Murray Charitable Trust, the Friends of the Bodleian (£15,000 from the Accumulated Fund), and a number of private donors.

The Primer, or office of the blessed Virgin Marie, in English.  According to the last edition of the Romane Breviarie.  Printed at Mackline by Henrie Iaey, 1615.

When Richard Rowlands alias Verstegen published the first English translation of the post-Tridentine Officium Beatae Mariae Virginis in 1599, he gave the English Roman Catholic community a book that would prove to be one of its most popular works of private devotion for more than two centuries.  One of a series of editions, this present one was produced by the English Recusant printer, Henry Jaye, who, born in London, moved to the Continent and printed books at Mechelen in Belgium between 1613 and 1639.  From 1613 till 1619 Jaye had the monopoly for printing the Primer in English: the 1615 preface informs readers that permission had been given to publish the Primer in English only (i.e. not in Latin and English) and that, in view of this fact, it was decided to renew the whole work and have new hymn translations made.  It has not proved possible to assign this edition to a specific editor or translator.

All the early editions of this text are rare.  Of the recorded copies of this edition only the late David Rogers’s copy, now at Downside, is believed complete, as is this copy, which belonged to several generations of the Gillibrand family.

The Jaye bibliography includes Nicolo Berzetti’s The practice of meditating with profit.  The misteries of our Lord, the blessed Vergin & saints, 1613, presented to the Library by the Friends in recent years.

Purchased from Christopher Edwards Rare Books (£1,500 from the David Rogers Fund).        







           Vet.B2 g.76
[Mary Hays], Appeal to the men of Great Britain in behalf of women. 

[London]: printed for J. Johnson; and J. Bell, 1798.

This work by Mary Hays (1760-1843), friend and disciple of Mary Wollstonecraft and friend of William Godwin, is her most substantial and considered statement on the subject of the position and rights of women.  Although published (anonymously) after Wollstonecraft’s Vindication of the rights of woman (1792), the text of Mary Hays’s book on the same subject was largely drafted before it, and it can make some claim to stand in the place of the intended second volume of the Vindication that was never published.  Mary Hays’s work is not a defiance of the enemy, but an appeal to their better nature.  

This first issue contains text removed in the second issue: the announcement of the readiness of a second part to consist of five chapters (it was never issued), and an apology for writing in the first person which only after the event Mary Hays feared might seem not only incorrect but ridiculous.  The first issue is rare, the English Short-Title Catalogue recording no copies in the British Library, Oxford or Cambridge.

In recent years the Library has been able to acquire two other works by Mary Hays, her first novel, Memoirs of Emma Courtney, 1796 (presented by Bodley’s American Friends), and her third novel, Harry Clinton.  A tale for youth, 1804 (presented by Friends of the Bodleian).      

Purchased by the Bodleian Library from C. R. Johnson Rare Book Collections with the assistance of the Friends of the Bodleian (£5,000 from the Accumulated Fund).
Vet.A5e.7357 

A collection of 132 manuscript letters, spanning the period 1857-1880, from the artist Samuel Palmer (1805-1881) to members of the Redgrave family – Richard Redgrave, RA (1804-1888), painter and founder of the Etching Club; his wife Rose Margaret (1811-1899); his brother Samuel (1802-1876), an exhibition organiser and Secretary to the Etching Club; and Redgrave’s two daughters, Frances Margaret (1845-1932) and Evelyn Leslie (1849-1932).

As all but 10 of the letters are unpublished, they represent an important new source for the understanding of Palmer’s life and work.  They cover a wide range of subjects: minute considerations of the artist’s techniques; discussion of painters and writers, past and present; everyday details of domestic life; and reflections on his thoughts and feelings.  The letters are charged with passion, intellect, and a lively sympathy for all that was going on around the artist; they are fun, insightful and often poetic.  Writing in 1881 after his friend’s funeral, Richard Redgrave himself referred to the quality of Palmer’s letters.

The collection greatly enhances the Library’s existing holdings of groups of letters from Palmer to various individuals, and brings to the city that holds an important body of his artistic work in the Ashmolean Museum a complementary archival record.
Purchased by the Bodleian Library from Larkhall Fine Art Ltd. (Bath) with the support of the V. & A. Purchase Grant Fund, the Friends of the Bodleian (£8,000 from the Accumulated Fund), and a private donor.
The Dilys Powell collection of film publicity materials, consisting of press-books, programmes and brochures, providing thousands of examples of cinematic art, design and marketing details for films released in Britain between the end of the 1930s and the 1990s.

The pre-eminent British cinematic writer of her generation, Dilys Powell was film critic of The Sunday Times from 1941 until 1976: she subsequently relocated to the weekly journal Punch, contributed articles to periodicals such as Sight and Sound, and continued writing articles about films shown on television for The Sunday Times until her death in 1995.  Demonstrating an appreciation for Hollywood genre pictures, and open to new directions in cinema, Powell’s writing changed cinematic criticism.

From the expensively produced press-kits of grand studio releases (Samson and Delilah, Paramount 1949; Dr. Strangelove, Col., 1964) to the monotone, ephemeral single-sheet illustrated handouts for independent films (Flesh, Warhol, 1968; Truck Stop Woman, Mark Lester, 1974), and including flyers and promotional materials for The Graduate (UA, 1967), Dr. No (Col., 1962), The Pink Panther (UA, 1963), Seven Year Itch (20th, 1955), Some Like It Hot (UA, 1959), and La Dolce Vita (Riama, 1960), Powell’s collection represents a primary source of information for both the original intentions of the film makers and a contemporary British reaction to their initial reception.  Many of the materials were vividly annotated by Powell during the various screenings.  British releases, epic spectacles, Westerns, space operas, serious dramatic films: collectively the materials make a very complete picture of decades of film-going experience in the U.K.  The collection has a wide cultural and historic interest, capable of being a key research and teaching collection for the increasing interest in film studies in the University, and complementing existing holdings in the Bodleian’s John Johnson Collection of Printed Ephemera.

Purchased by the Bodleian Library from Maggs Bros. with the support of the Friends of the Bodleian (£2,500 from the Accumulated Fund) and of Somerville College, Oxford (£1,000).  

Archive of the Sycamore Press (1968-1993).

John Fuller, poet, novelist and Fellow of Magdalen College (where he was tutor in English), founded the Sycamore Press in Oxford in 1968 in a domestic garage overlooked by the tree which gave the press its name.  Over the next three decades the press set in print a significant number of younger writers, many but not all with an Oxford focus, who would go on to establish themselves as important literary names, including James Fenton, Michael Schmidt, Alan Hollinghurst, Mick Imlah, and Andrew Motion.  In addition, the press provided a high-quality, small-scale operation by which more established, or ascendant names could see their poems printed in immaculate small editions – or at least explore this possibility: Philip Larkin, Douglas Dunn, Peter Redgrove, Thom Gunn, Gavin Ewart, Peter Porter, and Craig Raine are examples.  All these names feature in the archive, through a mixture of correspondence, pulls, proofs and submissions.  Interesting editorial correspondence includes, for example, twelve letters from Edward Mendelson discussing Auden’s ‘Sue’ (together with a photocopied transcription bearing Isherwood’s autograph suggestions), and letters from David Harsent, Christopher Hitchens, Gavin Ewart, and Jonathan Keates relating to a Sycamore Miscellany.

The archive (comprising roughly 40 files of varying size and a quantity of bound account books) gives an excellent insight into the workings of a small poetry press which has contributed richly, albeit on a necessarily small scale, to the British poetry scene.  It will form an excellent research resource on the writers concerned (biographically and textually) and on small publishing ventures of the late 20th century.  The fact that many of the poets have a strong local connection and chart an evolving nexus of creative connections in Oxford adds to its value for the Bodleian in particular.

Purchased by the Bodleian Library from John Fuller with the assistance of the Friends of the Bodleian (£1,500 from the Accumulated Fund).

1

