WISER: MODERN LANGUAGES / TIPS

I. ADD OTHER LANGUAGES TO YOUR COMPUTER 
PC COMPUTERS

Control panel / Regional and language options / select language / click on details / click on add / choose your language (you can browse down faster by typing the first letter of the name in English of the language of your choice)
For Arabic, Chinese and Japanese, you need to click on Languages/Supplemental language support install files.
MACINTOSH

NOTE: there is a greater range of languages to choose from on MacIntosh computers, in particular oriental and ancient languages. Similarly to PC computers, there are also supplemental language support files to add for some less commonly taught languages.


II. FIND RESOURCES ON THE WEB

Most resources can be found on the Language Centre website at 
http://www.lang.ox.ac.uk/library/a_lang_in_lib.html where most languages commonly taught have sections such as grammar, vocabulary, media etc…Less commonly taught languages also have links but less I’m afraid. Always double check in the less commonly taught page for multi-lingual facilities such as radio etc…
A lot of useful links and help in Weblearn
Help for typing many script including Czech, Cyrillic script, Greek, Polish,  Slovak etc… http://users.ox.ac.uk/~tayl0010/inputter.htm 

Help for installing Arabic script http://www.uga.edu/islam/arabic_windows.html 
Help for learning to type Russian script (and pronounce names of letters) http://www.ilike2learn.com/ilike2learn/russian/keyboard.html 
Help with hand-writing Chinese scripts 
http://www.ctcfl.ox.ac.uk/ 



III. CREATE A START-UP PAGE OR A BLOG

The start-up pages Netvibes, i-google (and many many others) can be useful for learning a language. You can either have public or private pages.
Netvibes: http://www.netvibes.com/languagelibrary#General which is our main library page but you can then go to each language on option. 

i-google: private pages that you could use as your start-up page for everything really (as it is linked also to the google reader etc… 

In order to set up a page, you just need to register (or log in) and follow the steps. It is really easy. If you do not agree, do get in touch with me and I would be happy to help 
See http://socialouls.wetpaint.com/page/RSS for more info (in particular the document at bottom of page called Staff Conference March 2009)
Blogs: blogger is a popular one, though there are many others such as Wordpress, livejournal. Blogs can be really great if you need to work on a non-latin script, for example Greek, Russian etc…
Caution: it is difficult to search for blogs (google has a blog option search, there is also technocrati http://technorati.com/ ) it is difficult to search within your blog too if you have entered keywords with accents for example “poésie” you will have to search for the keyword with the “é”: if you type poesie you will not get a hit.
See http://socialouls.wetpaint.com/page/Blogs for more info
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