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Creating reading lists: tips and tools  
Linking to books or journal titles in the Library catalogue from a reading list.  
OLIS, the Oxford library catalogue, allows you to obtain a url (uniform resource locator or web address) for a specific item which can then be entered into a reading list.  This particular method is suitable for books or journal titles but not for individual journal articles because journal articles are not usually individually catalogued.  The catalogue location is displayed – not a live link.  It is a good idea to also include a link to the live catalogue which would allow reservations and stack requests.
Method
Search the OLIS web version http://www.lib.ox.ac.uk/olis/ for the specific resource you want to link to.

Mark the record (or records) you want.  Then select Marked records
Email the records to yourself using either HTML email or Reading list format.  

The Reading list format will give you the code which can be either embedded entire in a web page by pasting into the source code or you can select the specific url from the record to use as a hyperlink.  The url will look like this: http://library.ox.ac.uk/find?DocID=10808637
References in the HTML summary email format can be pasted directly into Word or a web-page and include the html links.
You may need to make some adjustments when pasting into a web page as the formatting might need to be harmonised or cleaned. If the formatting doesn’t work or the HTML is rejected try deleting the HTML code between the <!-- SAMPLE CSS --> and <!-- END OF SAMPLE CSS--> which determines the way the text is styled.
Word documents can be uploaded to the web with active hyperlinks
Link to catalogue locations from a reading list already existing in Word

Follow the instructions above and choose Reading list email. Open the email and find the specific url you need as in the example above.  In Word select the text you want to be hyperlinked and choose Insert – Hyperlink and cut and paste the url into the Address box and click on OK.  
Create a new reading list in Word
Search in OLIS for each of the resources you want to include.  Mark them and then email the marked records to yourself using the HTML email format.  Copy and paste the records from your email into your word document and each title should give you a hyperlink to the catalogue location.
Link to OLIS locations for books and journal titles in webpages
If you have a webpage you can choose to email the marked records to yourself in the OLIS HTML summary email format and you may be able to copy and paste the entire list directly into your web page from your email.  Alternatively you could choose the OLIS Reading list email and copy and paste the html into the source code of your web-page.  If you preferred you could also pick out the specific url from the HTML email and insert that into selected text as a hyperlink to the catalogue record.
Using Weblearn to publish online reading lists

The following gives instructions for creating an online reading list using Weblearn assuming you have never used Weblearn.  Instructions for creating reading lists from OLIS are available at:
http://www.weblearn.ox.ac.uk/site/info/docs/about/markuptool.

Go to http://weblearn.ox.ac.uk/
Log into Weblearn using your Oxford Single-Sign On username and password.  If you have forgotten or never knew it see http://www.ict.ox.ac.uk/oxford/username/
Go to MyWebLearn sign-up and create a personal account
In reality you would probably want to put your reading list in Faculty space on Weblearn and control access.  You would need to contact your Weblearn administrator to discuss this.  For this exercise we are creating a reading list in your own Weblearn public space.

Choose Public space and Create a new resource

Choose Easy Writer.  Give the resource a title of your choice eg Medieval monastries: a reading list

Open another internet browser window leaving Weblearn open and enter OLIS  http://www.lib.ox.ac.uk/olis/, search for and mark some references.  Email the marked records to yourself using the OLIS Reading list format 

In Weblearn click on Source to see the HTML view and delete any existing content from the document text box.  Copy and paste into the text box the HTML code from the email you've received, starting with the start marker, i.e <!-- HTML LIST --> and ending after the finish marker, i.e <!-- END OF HTML LIST -->

Click on the 'Create' button to complete the creation process.

Note: - In the OLIS Reading List format, it is the HTML code between the <!-- SAMPLE CSS --> and <!-- END OF SAMPLE CSS--> that determines the way the text is styled, and that WebLearn rejects. If you want to make use of the styling, email weblearn@oucs.ox.ac.uk to request having the HTML filtering turned off for your account.

The OLIS reading list HTML snippet can be used in various other places or tools in WebLearn.

You should be able to view your references at any time by looking at the Weblearn page url and you can send someone else the page url so they can view your references.  You could make the url shorter by choosing the Tinyurl option if more convenient. Your webpage will include a reference list looking something like the following:
Bann, Stephen., The clothing of Clio : a study of the representation of history in nineteenth-century Britain and France / Stephen Bann. (Cambridge : Cambridge University Press, 1984.) 
History and astrology : Clio and Urania confer / edited by Annabella Kitson. (London : Unwin Paperbacks, 1989.) 
The OLIS web OPAC, providing a detailed view of the OLIS catalogue and patron functions such as reserving books, can be found at http://library.ox.ac.uk/.
Linking to journal articles
If a journal article is only available in print form you would need to link to the OLIS record for the journal title.  OLIS does not usually include information about individual journal articles.  Many e-journal providers (although unfortunately not all) enable you to link to their online journals from article references on your reading lists; by providing stable URLs that can be embedded.  Stable URLS can also be called “durable” or “persistent URLS”.  A stable or persistent URL can be copied and pasted into any document.

If a stable URL is not offered, the journal article will have a Digital Object Identifier, which provides a unique and permanent means of identification for that article.

You can use, or “resolve” DOIs, to create a permanent link to a journal article.  As long as the person using your list was connected to the Oxford network, they would be taken straight to the full text article.
JSTOR, EBSCO, PCI Full-Text and Proquest / ABI Inform all offer stable urls.  The best strategy is to look for the article record and then see if you are offered a stable url for the article.  Failing that; you can use the DOI resolver system.
Using the DOI resolver system.

Using the Oxford ejournals system (http://ejournals.ouls.ox.ac.uk), find a journal title from a supplier that is not listed above, for example, a journal published by Blackwells, or available through Science Direct.  Example journal titles:

British Educational Research Journal

Journal of Adolescent Health

Cambridge Law Journal

Find a journal article that you are interested in.

Locate the DOI for the article.  This can be listed on the contents page of the journal, the “front page” of the article, and is also included in the article itself.  An example DOI is: doi:10.1111/j.1467-8527.2007.00392.x 
Copy the DOI into a word document.

Add the following prefix: http://dx.doi.org/   In this example, you would have 

http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1111/j.1467-8527.2007.00392.x 
This is now a permanent, stable reference to the journal article you’re interested in.
Using the Refworks Refshare feature to put a reading list online.
Refworks is a web-based reference managing software package which is available at no extra cost to all members of the University.  One easy way of putting references online is to share a folder of references.  Endnote also allows you to do something similar.
Instructions for sharing references using Refworks assuming you have never used the software
Go to www.refworks.com/refworks
Sign up for an Individual account.  You can choose your own username and password.  (If you want to access your account outside the Oxford domain you will also need to know the Group Code which is only visible inside the Oxford domain - so take a note of it)
Import references into Refworks from Historical Abstracts
Go to Historical Abstracts either by looking in the title list in OxLIP http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/oxlip/index.html or by browsing under History in the subject list.  
Search the new interface to Historical Abstracts for a topic which interests you or for a particular reference 

Select the references you want by clicking on the Add button to the right of the display.  Click on the Folder to see the marked records.  Select the records you want and choose Export.  Then choose the Direct Export to Refworks option and click on Save.

If you have Refworks open you should see your records automatically being imported into the Last Imported Folder.  If it is not open you will be prompted to log in.

Click on Last imported folder in Refworks. 

Choose Folders – Create new folder and give the folder a sensible name for your reading list

Use the Put in folder option to move your new references into the reading list folder

To make the references publicly available choose Folders – Share folders.  Choose your folder and click on Share folder.  You have options as to how it can be accessed.

You can email the url of the shared folder to your students or colleagues or put it in a web-page so they can view the references.
Notes relating to importing articles into Refworks.

The easiest route is from databases hosted by “Direct Export partners” which include ABC-CLIO (Historical Abstracts), CSA (British Humanities Index), JSTOR (e-journals) and Proquest (Dissertations and theses).  Simply search the database, select the records you want and then look for the option to export to Refworks.  You should be able to import smoothly from the database to the Refworks Library.  For databases which are not direct export partners you need to save selected records and choose whatever format is suggested for Refworks. Then you can import the saved file into Refworks using the correct import filter. Refworks gives instructions for each database in their Import Filter List  
See the Quick Start Guide for a useful introduction to using Refworks https://www.refworks.com/Refworks/help/RefWorks_Quick_Start_Guide.pdf)
Web 2.0 resources eg WorldCat and LibraryThing
“Web 2.0 is a trend in the use of World Wide Web technology and web design that aims to facilitate creativity, information sharing, and, most notably, collaboration among users. These concepts have led to the development and evolution of web-based communities and hosted services, such as social-networking sites, wikis, blogs, and folksonomies.” WIKIPEDIA accessed 11.04.08
WorldCat is a Web 2.0 resource with the potential to be very useful.  Worldcat is a huge authoritative union catalogue of libraries around the world managed by OCLC.  You can use it to create reading lists which can be annotated by yourself and others.  
Go to http://worldcat.org/
Sign into WorldCat or Register if you do not have an account

WorldCat is a free resource so you can use any username and password you like.

Search for a book and look at the record, in particular the extra web 2.0 features such as the  ‘details’ and ‘reviews’ tab and see if anyone has contributed anything. If you feel like it, add something yourself. 
Choose Lists – Create new list
Give the list a name and decide if it is to be publicly available.  You can describe the list.
Search for items to add either by entering terms in the textbox or by choosing the Advanced search

Select the records you want and use the Save to drop-down box to choose your list

You have the option of adding notes to the records.  

More information about Worldcat lists is available at:

http://www.oclc.org/worldcat/help/en/lists/default.htm
LibraryThing

LibraryThing is a site which allows members to catalogue their personal book collections online, using catalogue records obtained from Amazon, the Library of Congress and hundreds of other libraries worldwide. Members have catalogued over 24 million books so far, making it a WorldCat of personal libraries. In addition to the bibliographic data, members add social data such as tags, reviews and ratings.


Sign up and create your library 

Go to the home page (http://www.librarything.com) and sign up – all you need is a username and password 

Look at the very short introduction to get a feel for how LibraryThing works (http://www.librarything.com/quickstart.php) 
Click on the ‘add books tab’ and try adding a few books (anything you like!) to your library. You can choose to search any cataloguing source – Amazon or a library. Add some tags. 

Try the batch upload option (‘import books’ at the bottom of the screen) using the following URL under ‘grab from a web page’: 
Take a look at your library (‘Your library’ tab) and look at the LibraryThing record of one of the books you entered by clicking on its title.
Look at the social data down the middle of the page, the tags, recommendations and reviews.
CiteULike  http://www.citeulike.org/
CiteULike is a free service to help you to store, organise and share the scholarly papers you are reading. When you see a paper on the web that interests you, you can click one button and have it added to your personal library. CiteULike automatically extracts the citation details, so there's no need to type them in yourself. It all works from within your web browser so there's no need to install any software. Because your library is stored on the server, you can access it from any computer with an Internet connection. 

Why is it "social"? 

You can share your library with others, and find out who is reading the same papers as you. In turn, this can help you discover literature which is relevant to your field but you may not have known about. The more people who use CiteULike, and the more they use it, the better it becomes as a resource. You can help with this process just by using CiteULike and through the invite a friend feature. 

How can I organise my papers? 

CiteULike has a flexible filing system based on tags. You can choose whichever tags you want, and apply as many as you like to a paper. You can use tags to group papers together. 
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