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Panel text

Bold, bright, and modern: these are posters that would have caught the eye of travellers to London in the 1930s, and promoted a matching vision of the capital and its transport network.

Frank Pick (1878—1941), who also famously commissioned the Johnston Underground typeface, revolutionised the poster style of the Underground Group. By the time of the formation of London Transport in 1933, the company was not just a leader in poster publicity, but also a patron of the arts, enthusiastically commissioning leading and avant-garde artists to create posters to inspire travel on London’s underground trains and buses. Designers such as Herry Perry, Margaret Barnard, Walter Goetz, the husband and wife team Clifford and Rosemary Ellis, and André Marty offered vivid and varied artwork, ranging from naturalistic imagery to more radical geometric and abstract designs infused with the Art Deco spirit. The London Underground would eventually be dubbed ‘the world’s longest art gallery’. Small panel posters, such as those exhibited here, were produced for display in Underground carriages, as well as on the inside and outside of buses and trams, carrying the art into the streets.

The posters promoted leisure travel—enticing the viewer to ‘Come out to play!’ at all times and seasons—to increase revenue outside peak periods. The posters chosen for this display told the story of the London year in the 1930s, from the noisy thrills of the January circus, to the quieter pleasures of Spring bluebells, the pomp and ceremony of the Royal Tournament in June, balmy nights at London Zoo in August, and the bustle of Christmas shopping.

The posters were all printed using offset lithography by various printers, named below, for London Transport (unless otherwise specified).
Captions

1) Come out to play! Use your season ticket. Clifford Ellis (1907—1985) and Rosemary Ellis (1910—1998), 1936.
2) Bertram Mills Circus. Herry Perry (1893—1963), also known as Heather Perry. Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1938. 
3) Cruft’s Dog Show. Herry Perry. Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1937.

4) Crocus Time. Anna Katrina Zinkeisen (1901—1976). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1934.
5) [Boat Race]. Percy Drake Brookshaw (1907—1993), 1937.
6) Boat Race. Walter Goetz (1911—1995). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1936.

7) Chestnut Sunday Bushy Park. Herry Perry. Vincent Brooks, Day & Son Ltd., for Underground Electric Railways Company Ltd., 1931.

8) Epsom Spring Meeting. Unknown artist. Curwen Press, 1938. 
9) Rugby League Final. Tom Eckersley (1914—1997) and Eric Lombers (1914-1978), Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1936.
10) Cup Final Wembley April 29. Hal Missingham (1906—1994). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1936.
11) Bluebell Time. André Edouard Marty (1882—1974). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., for Underground Electric Railways Company Ltd., 1933.
12) Chelsea Flower Show. TVY. Vincent Brooks, Day & Son Ltd., 1938.

13) Royal Tournament, Olympia. Charles Burton (b. 1882). Published by Underground Electric Railways Company Ltd., 1930.
14) Trooping the Colour. Anna Katrina Zinkeisen. Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1934.
15) Richmond Horse Show. Anna Katrina Zinkeisen. Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1934.
16) Presentation of Colours by H.M. the King. Dora M. Batty (1900—1966). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1936.
17) Royal Academy Exhibition. Hans Feibusch (1898—1998). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd, 1938.

18) England v West Indies. Clifford Ellis and Rosemary Ellis. Sir Joseph Causton & Sons, Ltd., 1939.

19) Zoo Nights. Harry Blacker (1910—1999). The Baynard Press, 1939.

20) H.M. the King opens Parliament. Osbert Lancaster (1908—1986). Waterlow & Sons Ltd., 1936.

21) Motor Cycle and Cycle Show Olympia. André Edouard Marty. Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1933.
22) Smithfield Club Cattle Show. Betty Swanwick (1915—1989). Dangerfield Printing Company Ltd., 1936.

23) Winter Cavalcade. Margaret Barnard (1900—1992). Waterlow & Sons Ltd., 1938.

24) Don’t wait till Christmas is right upon you. Do Your Shopping Early. Fougasse (1887—1965), also known as Cyril Kenneth Bird, 1936.
