
        
CURATORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

    Committee for library provision in Archaeology 
 
 
Minutes of the meeting held at 12.00 on Monday November 5th 2012 in the Meeting Room, Sackler 
Library 
 
        
Present: Elizabeth Frood (Chair) (EF), Yiu-Kang Hsu (YH), Sue Killoran (SK), Philipp Niewöhner (PN), 
Graham Piddock (GP), Eleanor Standley (ES), Elisabet Almunia (EA- minutes) 
 
Apologies: Mark Dickerson, James Legg,  Rick Schulting 
 
 

1. Membership: Yiu-Kang Hsu was introduced as the new graduate representative. 
 
2. Minutes of the meeting on Monday May 21st 2012: these were approved. 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes:  

 
a. Item 3a- Dumbarton Oaks Papers: PN queried why it was taking so long to get the 

Dumbarton Oaks Papers (DOP) back in the Sackler, and reported that Diane Bergman’s e-
mail to interested academics (which sought suggestions for monograph titles which could 
be sent offsite to make room for the DOP) had created some alarm and confusion. GP 
explained that the delay was largely explained by the scale of the preliminary moves 
required to free up space in the various reading rooms. However there was general 
agreement to the proposal that the DOP should now be reclassified as a journal, and that 
this would address both of the problems identified above: it could occupy without undue 
delay space already created by the journal moves, and it would no longer be necessary to 
relegate an equivalent amount of monographs to make room for it.  

b. Item 3b – Scanning: following trials of various models over the course of the last year the 
Genus Spirit was found to be the most reliable machine, but it was felt that it provided 
inadequate editing and previewing functions. The supplier has agreed to demonstrate a 
model with somewhat increased functionality, so that library and other staff can assess its 
effectiveness and range of functions, as well as its ability to deliver the higher resolution 
needed for the Sackler readers. In the meantime, the standard A3 flatbed scanner remains 
available to readers. GP will circulate details of any involvement which may be sought from 
readers in due course. 
 

4. Reports from Libraries: 
 

a. Sackler: 
1) Sackler  book moves (GP):  

1. Journals moved to the Haverfield: GP reported that all the selected 
periodicals were moved to the Haverfield Room during the Library closed 
days at the end of the summer. The ensuing shifting of the vacated space 
throughout the periodical sequences is being done in a piecemeal fashion 
by casual library staff: this is a time-consuming process that needs to be 
done carefully and is not suitable for contracting to book movers. The 
final stage will be the more routine shifting of monographs, which could 



be contracted to commercial movers to speed up the process. This may 
involve cordoning off parts of the stacks, in which case advance notice 
will be given. EF had had difficulty receiving feedback from the journals 
move due to communication issues but overall there didn’t seem to be 
any negative impact felt by the users.  

2. First phase of the monograph weeding going to BSF (list previously 
circulated to CoLP members): GP stated that he had tried to select titles 
with low use and limited archaeological content. SK suggested asking the 
academics to help with identifying suitable titles for weeding. ES 
explained that she had forwarded the general email about Medieval 
Archaeology titles to a targeted group of users who may have an interest 
and had received some positive replies. EF thought this was an 
appropriate strategy, and it was agreed that GP would circulate 
subsequent lists to the CoLP and that members would cascade to 
specifically targeted groups. EF thought this would ensure all groups can 
get involved in this process. 
 

b. Balfour library: no reports 
 

5. Bodleian Libraries 
a. Effectiveness of CoLP and flow of information to Faculty. The committee considered 

several points in relation to this: 
- Reporting: EF announced that the CoLP would from now on report to the 

School of Archaeology Committee in order to communicate information directly 
to the parties that may be affected or that may need to contribute to the 
decision making process. The chair will send the agreed minutes to the School 
of Archaeology Administrator for distribution in printed format. EF will confirm 
the new reporting lines to the committee. 

- College libraries: SK explained that she selects relevant and useful information 
from the CoLP and circulates to the College Librarians group. 

- Communication with other CoLPs: EF wondered whether some communication 
with the Art History and Classics CoLPs would be beneficial. This was accepted 
in principle without any specific mechanism being suggested: EF announced she 
is a member of the Humanities CoLP which may be helpful in facilitating the 
exchange of information. 

- Attendance: EF will get in touch with members with an irregular attendance 
record to ask them to reconsider their membership. The chair is responsible for 
ensuring that each particular area is well represented.  

- Agenda: the agenda structure allows each group representative to participate. 
 
 

b. Consultation on draft strategic plan and ROQ Humanities: the committee members were 
asked to consider these documents and the possible implications for the Sackler Library 
and the Balfour Library.  
Although there was no direct interest in the ROQ on the part of Archaeology, PN 
wondered whether there was scope to move any part of the Sackler collection to the ROQ 
(or another location) in order to relieve space pressures in the Sackler. GP acknowledged 
that this might be a long term solution but felt that it would be difficult to find a subject 
area willing to move, given that the logic for the inclusion of the existing collections in the 
Sackler was based on proximity to the Ashmolean.  



It was also noted that the draft Bodleian plan made only vague references to the 
relationship between print and digital material and that these did not help to assuage 
concerns that digital material would be replacing print resources. The committee agreed 
that Archaeology digital resources should be considered as complementary to print rather 
than an alternative, and that any developments would need to be followed closely.  
 

c. General update on Humanities Libraries developments: a paper from James Legg had 
previously been circulated for information. There was no discussion. 

 
 

6. Undergraduate issues: no representative was present. EF to contact representative. 
 

 
7. Postgraduate issues:  

a. Inter-library loans (ILL) procedure and charges: YH mentioned that a graduate student had 
had to request numerous publications on Cyprus iron work on ILL, and wanted to know 
whether the ILL charges could be funded. GP replied that if there were significant gaps in 
mainstream areas of the collections, these would ideally need to be filled by permanent 
acquisitions rather than by resort to ILL. This should be the case with Cypriote archaeology 
at the Sackler. If however a department was taking on someone to research a subject for 
which there was not adequate existing library coverage, then there might be a case to 
approach the department, perhaps through the research supervisor, for assistance with ILL 
costs. ES suggested contacting the Ashmolean Antiquities Department as they may be 
some relevant material available there. YH also asked whether ILL requests could be done 
online. GP thought this was now possible but advised checking with the staff at the issue 
desk. 

 
8. Academic staff issues: none 

 
 

9. Any other business: EF announced she would be on sabbatical the next term. PN will chair the 
next meeting but EF will remain in charge of any written reports. 
 

 
 Next meeting:  Monday 11 February 2013 at 12.00 in the Sackler meeting room. 
 


