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CURATORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 
Committee for library provision and strategy in Archaeology and Anthropology 
 
 

Wednesday 25 January 2017 at 12:00pm, New Seminar Room, 51-53 Banbury Road 

 
Present: Aimee Burlakova, Zoe Chan, David Gellner, Elisabeth Hsu (Chair), Martin Pevsner, 
Helen Worrell 
   
In attendance: Kate Atherton (minutes) 
 

 
1. Introductions and apologies:  

1.1 Apologies:, Louise Clarke, Mark Dickerson, Charlotte Diffy, Rachel Dlugatch, Alice 
Jaspars, Gil Middleton, Jess Mundy, Rebecca O’Sullivan, Robert Parkin, Laura 
Peers, Eleanor Stanley, David Zeitlyn. 

 
2 Minutes of the last meetings and matters arising:  

2.1 Minutes accepted. 
2.2 [Item 5.2] M Dickerson reports that the closing time of the Balfour Library is linked to 

the closing time of the Pitt Rivers Museum with student access ceasing at 4.57pm. 
If this continues to be a problem the Balfour Library will alter the opening hours to 
indicate a last entrance time but from the door logs it appears very rare. 

2.3 [Item 5.3] In response to calls for extended opening hours for the Sackler Library 
and others, the Bodleian is currently organising Sunday opening hours for hub 
libraries, such as the Sackler Library. The precise opening hours are not yet known 
but this should come into effect in Michaelmas 2017. 

 
3 Reports from Libraries: 

3.1 Tylor Library: H Worrell welcomes the stream of student recommendations for book 
purchases and continues to ask for reading lists (helen.worrell@bodleian.ox.ac.uk). 
H Worrell will ask Vicky Dean to send out a reminder email about reading lists at the 
beginning of Michaelmas and Hilary Terms. Action: HW. 

3.2 Sackler Library: The development of World Archaeology collections is continuing 
and the library is also aiming to fill in gaps in its Russian and ex-Soviet bloc 
collections, benchmarking against other institutions. 
The library is also exploring plugging gaps in its eResource provision. 
Undergraduates have expressed concern about the number of missing books. The 
library is examining ways of improving the process of reporting missing books. 
A virtual reality headset and a 360 degree camera are now available at the Radcliffe 
Science Library. A guide can be consulted here: http://ox.libguides.com/vr  

3.3 Balfour: Nothing to report. 
3.4 Tylor Collection Management Projects (paper presented):  

i. Theses: Theses are currently stored in the Library office and space has become 
an issue. The Committee suggested that MSc theses should be given to course 
conveners who can make recommendations about which should be kept as model 
examples. The others should be shredded.  
It is required that MPhil theses should be deposited in the Tylor Library but in 
practice few are. The Committee proposed that one of the two copies submitted to 
the Chair of Examiners should be given directly to the Tylor Library. Theses older 
than five years should be given to the conveners to determine which should be 
kept. 
ii. Book collections: H Worrell will provide SAME academics with a list of duplicate 
books for weeding and invite comment within a set time frame. Action: HW. 
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iii. Journals: H Worrell will bring to the next Committee a list of journals in the Tylor, 
indicating overlap with Bodleian collections (electronic and print) with proposals for 
weeding or relocation. This should address the problem of journals temporarily 
stored in the NSR. 
 

3.5 Tylor Annual Report (paper tabled): 
i. Jo Gardner, Sue Bird, Sarah Rhodes and Martin Pevsner were thanked for 
looking after the Tylor Library in the period between the death of Mike Morris and 
the appointment of H Worrell. 
ii. The reclassification project is now complete. 
iii. H Worrell will provide figures at the next Committee that list what online 
resources are available, how often they are used, and their cost. Action: HW. 

3.6 The Bodleian Reader Survey 2016: 
The Survey took place in February 2016 and there were 989 responses. There 
were 39 responses from Anthropology students. Their main concerns were opening 
hours and their different preferences for accessing material.  
There were 89 responses from Archaeology students. Their main concerns were 
about the study space in the Sackler Library, the availability of online resources in 
the home and office, Sunday opening hours, missing books, and preferences for 
different types of lending versions. 

 
4 Comments from students: 

4.1 Anthropology: students would like the experience of reading online texts improved 
in the Tylor Library. Two PCs are available but neither has seats and both are for 
standing use. The Committee proposed that the two PCs will be lowered to table 
height. Action: HW and MP. 

 
5 Bodleian Libraries and Curators report (paper presented). 

5.1 A new online form is being piloted for inter-library loans. If successful, this will be 
rolled out in Michaelmas 2017. 

5.2 The Bodleian continues to encourage Act on Acceptance. 
 
6 Items from other library committees 

6.1. SSL: new guidelines are in place which require reading lists for division-wide 
courses (such as Migration Studies) to be submitted six weeks in advance of the 
course start date. 

6.2. College libraries: nothing to report. 
 

7 Faculty developments with library implications: nothing to report 
 

8 Items for SSD Library Committee, SSD Board or Curators: none raised 
 

9 Any other business 
9.1. SSL: Liam McNamara (curator of the ancient Egyptian collections in Ashmolean 

and director of the Griffith Institute) has asked to be become an Archaeology 
representative on the Committee. The Committee welcomed the offer and K 
Atherton will invite him on the Chair’s behalf. Action: KA. 

9.2. The ISCA Committee decided that the Director of ISCA should continue as the 
Chair of the CLiPS. 

 
10 Date of next meeting: 12pm, Wednesday 3 May 2017 (Week 2, Trinity Term). 

 


