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Submission deadline: 31 January 2017

Please direct paper proposals, requests to join the conference mailing list, ideas for 
themes, and all other inquiries to:

Dr Irene Ceccherini: irene.ceccherini@bodleian.ox.ac.uk

Most of the Canonici manuscripts are described in H. O. Coxe, Catalogi codicum manuscriptorum Bibliothecae Bodleianae pars tertia codices 
Graecos et Latinos Canonicianos complectens, Oxford, 1854 and A. Mortara, Catalogo dei manoscritti italiani che sotto la denominazione di 
Codici Canoniciani Italici si conservano nella Biblioteca Bodleiana a Oxford, Oxford, 1864. The liturgical manuscripts are described in the 
Summary Catalogue (vol. IV, 331-99). Brief entries for the illuminated manuscripts are contained in O. Pächt and J. J. G. Alexander, 
Illuminated manuscripts in the Bodleian Library Oxford. 2: Italian school, Oxford, 1970. Brief entries for the dated and datable manuscripts are 
published in A. G. Watson, Catalogue of dated and datable manuscripts c. 435-1600 in Oxford libraries, Oxford, 1984.

Amongst the Bodleian’s rich holdings of Medieval and Renaissance manuscripts, the 
number from Italy is second only to those from the British Isles. This is due chiefly to 
the collection of one man, the Venetian Jesuit Matteo Luigi Canonici (1727-1805/6), who 
devoted himself to collecting after the suppression of the order in parts of Italy in 1773. 
After his death the collection passed eventually to Giovanni Perisinotti, who sold over 
2,000 manuscripts to the Bodleian in 1817.  

Canonici’s manuscripts range from Latin and Greek classical literature to biblical, 
liturgical and patristic texts, from medieval vernacular literature to philosophical texts, 
to medical treatises and to Humanistic literature. 

To celebrate the bicentenary of the arrival of the Canonici collection from Venice, a two-
day international conference, accompanied by a small display of manuscripts, is 
planned in Oxford on 24-25 November 2017.  

Proposals for 30-minute papers on themes related to one or more of the manuscripts in 
the Canonici collection are welcome, covering all areas of manuscript specialism: 
textual transmission, palaeography, codicology, manuscript illumination, provenance, 
history of libraries.  

Submission should include: an abstract of 300 words, paper title, name and academic 
position, institutional affiliation and contact details for all speakers. Papers should be 
given in English: if not, a complete translation to be provided. 


