
Oxford’s Online Resources on Kindles 

 

This guide is for people using Amazon Kindles to access Oxford’s online resources like journal articles 

and ebooks. It covers: using Wifi on a Kindle, methods of transferring and converting documents 

(including using Calibre, a free piece of ebook management software, to do so), and some of the 

limitations of the Kindle browser.  The information should apply to most Kindles, including Kindle 

Keyboard, Kindle Touch and Kindle Paperwhite, but not the Kindle Fire tablet, which functions 

similarly to an iPad or Android tablet. 

 

 

 

 

Using your Kindle 

 
 Kindles can connect to the Bodleian Libraries Wifi, but not Eduroam or OWL. To log on to 

Bodleian Libraries wifi, you will need your University card barcode number and the password 

associated with it (see http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/using/passwords). 

 To browse the web on your kindle, go to the menu, then experimental, then browser. However, 

the Kindle is not designed to be a browser, often displays things badly, and is difficult to operate. 

SOLO, for example, cannot easily be used. 

 

Using only your Kindle, you can: connect to Wifi networks, browse the web, and 

download Kindle format ebooks or text (.TXT) files. 

Using your Kindle and a computer, you can: transfer ebooks and other documents 

to your Kindle using the USB cable, email documents to your Kindle via Amazon, 

convert ebooks and PDFs to Kindle formats using Calibre. 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/using/passwords


 Kindles can read ebooks in the specific Kindle formats (.AZW and .MOBI), as well as PDF 

documents, Microsoft Word documents, and plaintext files (.TXT). Simply transfer the 

documents to your Kindle (see below), and read them as usual. PDFs do not always fit well on 

the Kindle screen, and work better holding the device in a landscape orientation. They also drain 

the battery faster. You can convert PDFs to .MOBI formats (see ‘converting documents for your 

Kindle’) before transferring them. 

Transferring documents to your Kindle 
 

There are several ways to transfer documents to your Kindle, most of which require access to a 

computer. The Kindle can only download ebooks from its browser in restricted formats (.MOBI, 

.AZW, .PRC, .TXT). Most Oxford e-resources are downloadable either as PDFs or as EPUBs, rather 

than these formats. 

 One way to transfer documents is using your USB cable. On a computer, use SOLO, OU Ejournals 

or OxLIP+ to find the article or ebook that you want. Download the resource as a PDF to your 

computer. Then connect your Kindle to your computer using the USB cable, and copy the PDF 

document into anywhere in the documents folder of your Kindle. When you disconnect, the 

article will be available to read. 

 

 

Drag your PDF into the documents folder. 



 

 
Once you disconnect, the document will appear on your Kindle. 

 Another way is using Amazon's Whispernet facility to email documents to your Kindle. Download 

the PDF document as before to your computer, but then email it as an attachment to your Kindle 

email address. This is free via Wifi, but incurs a charge if you are using 3G. You must use an 

approved email address (check your Manage Your Content and Devices page on Amazon). If the 

PDF is not very large, it should appear on your Kindle within a few minutes. If you put 'convert' in 

the subject of your email, Amazon will attempt to convert the PDF into .MOBI format. This can 

help it to display better, but articles with watermarks or footers may have errors. 

 
Amazon’s Manage Your Kindle page. Here you can see your Kindle email address and the list of 

approved email addresses you can send documents from.



 
Amazon is not always very good at converting PDFs to Kindle formats. 

 If the document you want is available to download as a .MOBI or .TXT file (for example from 

Project Gutenberg), you can use your Kindle browser to navigate to the correct page and 

download the book immediately. You can also buy books from Amazon using only your 

Kindle: go to the menu, then Kindle Store.  

Calibre 
 

 As mentioned above, you can use Amazon’s Whispernet to convert PDFs to Kindle formats. 

However, it does not always do this well, and will not convert other ebook formats (like .EPUBs) 

to be readable by the Kindle.  

 Another way is to use one of the various software tools for conversion. One of the most popular 

is Calibre. 

 Calibre is a great piece of software for Kindle users. It is open-source, downloadable for free 

from http://calibre-ebook.com/ and helps you keep track of all your ebooks in one place. It has 

many useful features, including a reader for reading ebooks in any format on your computer, 

and a very good conversion service. 

http://calibre-ebook.com/


  

Calibre library, featuring a way to add books and convert between formats. 

 To convert an .EPUB ebook to a .MOBI (Kindle) one, simply add it to Calibre using the Add Books 

button, and then click the Convert Books button. This brings up a page of options, the most 

important of which is MOBI Output. After clicking OK, Calibre converts the document to .MOBI 

format, often more successfully than Amazon’s own service, and the document is ready to be 

transferred. This only applies to ebooks that do not have DRM (encryption), and may not work 

on Oxford’s ebooks from suppliers like ebrary or EBSCO, who encrypt their ebooks and require 

you to use Adobe Digital Editions software to read them. DRM free ebooks from the Internet 

Archive or other similar sources can be converted. 

 
Converting ebooks to .MOBI format using Calibre. 



 You can also use Calibre to transfer documents to your Kindle. To do this, connect your Kindle. 

You can now choose between the Library and Device buttons, to view the ebooks on your 

computer and on your Kindle. Using the Send to device button, you can transfer the selected 

ebooks to your Kindle with one click. 

 

Using Calibre to transfer ebooks to your Kindle. 

Limitations of the Kindle 
 

 The Kindle cannot open multiple browser windows. This means that you cannot use the 'View 

Online' button on Solo to find out where online resources are found (this requires a popup 

window). Some newer Kindles like the Kindle Touch do not display this error message, but still 

cannot open multiple pages 

 



 The Kindle cannot download PDFs you have found using the browser. Although the Kindle 

can read PDFs, it will not download them from the browser; you have to add them to your 

Kindle using another method. 

 

 Some online collections of resources (for example, EBL, ebrary and EBSCO) do not allow you 

to manipulate downloaded files. These need Adobe Digital Editions to read either the PDF or 

.EPUB versions of the ebook, but you cannot access the files themselves in those formats, 

and so cannot transfer them to your Kindle. 
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