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Reformation 500

Sun and
Shield



The image of Christ as sun and shield on the cover is taken from
Lucas Cranach’s programmatic image, Law and Grace‘ (1529), showing
Adam being redeemed. It became the iconic image for Reformation
theology (Schloss Friedenstein, Gotha)

The #Reformation500 taking place during #BonnWeek2017

events are organised by the Faculty of Medieval and Modern

Languages in conjunction with the Taylor Institution Library,

and are kindly sponsored by the Deutsche Botschaft.



PROGRAMME

Reformation 500: Sun and Shield  

Saturday 27 May 2017

St Columba's URC Church, Alfred Street, Oxford, OX1 4EH

Oxford Bach Soloists

JS Bach 

Gott der Herr ist Sonn und Schild BWV 79

(God the Lord is sun and shield)

2pm Tom Hammond-Davies in dialogue with Henrike

Lähnemann: An introduction to the musical 

and theological themes of the cantata

3pm Tea 

3:15pm Performance of the cantata twice

In between the performances will be an ecumenical reflection pro-

vided by members of St Columba’s URC and visitors from Bonn. 

Everyone is invited to join in with the two hymns:

Nun danket alle Gott (Now thank we all our God)

Erhalt uns in der Wahrheit (In probity maintain us).

Retiring collection for the refugee

work done by Christian Aid



2017 sees the 500th anniversary of the German Reformation, a movement that

shaped European history. When Martin Luther published his 95 Theses on 31st

October 1517, he provoked a debate not only on indulgences but on fundamental

theological and political issues which resonated in the different reform

movements, whether in Germany or Britain. The huge impact of his act was

arguably helped by three factors of innovation: printing, singing and translating. 

The events which have been put in place for the Bonn Week by the Faculty of

Medieval and Modern Languages and coordinated by Professor Henrike

Lähnemann reflect these factors: 

1 Translating: A new edition of Martin Luther’s seminal pamphlet on translating,

the ‘Sendbrief vom Dolmetschen’, translated by Howard Jones

2 Printing: Activities around the 95 Theses in the print workshop of the Bodleian

Library

3 Singing: Performing J S Bach’s cantata ‘Gott der Herr ist Sonn und Schild’, written

for the Reformation Day in 1725

More information on Reformation related events organised in Oxford throughout 2017

can be found under https://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/taylor-reformation/events/

Reformation 500

Frame with the

newly typeset 95

theses in the print

workshop of the

Bodleian Library



1. Coro (Ps 84:11)

Gott der Herr ist Sonn‘ und Schild,

der Herr gibt Gnade und Ehre:

er wird kein Gutes mangeln lassen 

den Frommen.

2. Aria

Gott ist unsre Sonn und Schild!

Darum rühmet dessen Güte

unser dankbares Gemüte,

die er für sein Häuflein hegt.

Denn er will uns ferner schützen,

ob die Feinde Pfeile schnitzen

und ein Lästerhund gleich billt.

3. Choral (Johann Hermann)

Nun danket alle Gott

mit Herzen, Mund und Händen,

der große Dinge tut

an uns und allen Enden,

Der uns von Mutterleib

und Kindesbeinen an

unzählig viel zugut

und noch itzund getan.

1. Chorus 

For the Lord God is a sun and shield:

the Lord will give grace and glory:

no good thing will he withhold 

from them that walk uprightly.

2. Aria (Alto) Damaris Rickhaus-Nussbaumer

For the Lord God is a sun and shield:

Therefore our grateful spirit

praises the kindness with which He cares 

for His little flock (Ps 125:3).

For He will continue to protect us,

whether enemies fashion arrows

or a blasphemous dog barks.

3. Chorale (everybody: Rejoice & Sing 72)

Now thank we all our God,

with hearts and hands and voices,

who wondrous things has done,

in whom His world rejoices;

who from our mothers’ arms

has blessed us on our way

with countless gifts of love

and still is ours today.

The chorale will be sung twice at each

performance. The second time everybody is

welcome to join the choir and sing the verse in

their own language; English version in ‚Rejoice &

Sing‘ 72.

JS Bach

Gott der Herr ist Sonn und Schild

BWV 79
(God the Lord is sun and shield)













4. Recitativo

Gottlob, wir wissen

den rechten Weg zur Seligkeit;

denn, Jesu, du hast ihn uns durch dein

Wort gewiesen,

drum bleibt dein Name jederzeit

gepriesen.

Weil aber viele noch zu dieser Zeit

an fremdem Joch

aus Blindheit ziehen müssen,

ach!, so erbarme dich

auch ihrer gnädiglich,

dass sie den rechten Weg erkennen

und dich bloß ihren Mittler nennen.

5. Duetto

Gott, ach Gott, verlass die Deinen

nimmermehr!

Lass dein Wort uns helle scheinen;

obgleich sehr 

wider uns die Feinde toben,

so soll unser Mund dich loben.

6. Choral (Ludwig Helmbold)

Erhalt uns in der Wahrheit,

Gib ewigliche Freiheit,

Zu preisen deinen Namen

Durch Jesum Christum. Amen.

4. Recitative (Bass) Benjamin Thompson

God be praised, we know

the right way to blessedness;

for, Jesus, Thou hast shown it to us through

Thy word, 

therefore Thy name be praised

forever.

But since many still at this time

are unevenly yoked 

through blindness (2 Cor 6:14),

o! also have pity

on them graciously,

so that they recognise the right way

and name only Thee as their mediator.

5. Duet (Soprano, Bass) 

Laura Ashby, Benjamin Thompson

God, o God, never again forsake 

Thy people!

Let Thy word shine brightly for us;

then, even though our enemies 

may rage greatly against us,

our mouth shall praise Thee.

6. Chorale (Choir: music in booklet)

In probity maintain us,

in freedom e’er sustain us

to praise Thy name forever

through Jesus Christ, our saviour.

The chorale will be sung twice at each

performance. The second time everybody is

welcome to join the choir and sing the verse in

their own language. Four part version on the

next two pages.

English Translation by Francis Browne (April 2003), adapted by Henrike Lähnemann







Professor Henrike Lähnemann

Henrike Lähnemann is Professor for Medieval Literature and Linguistics at

the Faculty for Medieval and Modern Languages at the University of Oxford. 

She grew up in three cities in Germany

with a very varied relationship to the

Reformation: Münster with the

Anabaptist movement, Lüneburg with its

heritage of preserving monasticism in the

form of Protestant convents, and

Nuremberg, the first imperial city to join

the Lutheran movement.

Her studies in German literature, art

history and theology led her from

Bamberg, seat of one of the powerful

prince bishops, via Edinburgh where she

studied the history of the Church of

Scotland, to Berlin and Göttingen, centres

of enlightenment and philological

studies. After working for eleven years in

Tübingen, one of the powerhouses of

Protestant theology, and Zürich, the

birthplace of the Swiss Reformation, she became Professor of German

Studies at Newcastle where she joined the United Reformed Church. 

With her special interest in the literature, religious movements, music, and

material culture of Germany in the 15th and 16th centuries, Henrike

Lähnemann coordinates the events around the quincentenary of the

German Reformation. She has previously cooperated with the Oxford Bach

Soloists for a project ‘Singing the Reformation’, going on tour with the Bach

cantata ‘Christ lag in Todesbanden’ to convents and churches across

Northern Germany.

Follow her on twitter @HLaehnemann for updates on further research and

Reformation activities and events.



St Columba’s URC Church

St Columba’s church was built as a Presbyterian chaplaincy in 1915, named

after St Columba of Iona, the 6th century missionary who spread Christianity

from Ireland to Scotland. In 1972, it became part of the United Reformed

Church (URC) which brings together different strands of Protestantism. St

Columba’s today is a congregation which “has served the local community…

through an approach that is reformed and continuing to reform. The church

is progressive in theology and aims to welcome all”. In this spirit of ‘Welcome

– Worship – Witness’, the reflection – which will take the place of the

traditional sermon which would have been in place during J S Bach’s time in

Lutheran services – will be presented by several voices, coming from

different religious traditions. We are delighted to be joined at this occasion

by the German contingent from Bonn who will add an ecumenical element

to the celebrations.

For more information visit www.saintcolumbas.org



Artistic Director

Tom Hammond-Davies

One of the most versatile conductors of his generation, Tom

Hammond-Davies works closely with musicians from London, Oxford

and Cambridge, and top artists from the Royal Opera House. 

Developing his skills and specialist

knowledge as organ scholar at Hertford

College Oxford and as countertenor with

the Choir of Magdalen College Oxford, he

is now Director of Music of the City

Church of St Michael at the North Gate,

the oldest building in Oxford. He is also a

countertenor with the multiple

Gramophone Award winning Choir of

New College Oxford, Musical Director of

the Wooburn Singers, and founder and

director of the Blenheim Singers and the

Oxford Bach Soloists. 

Tom was awarded 1st prize in the Birmingham Conservatoire Sir

Michael Beech Conducting Award, and 1st prize in the Three Choirs

Festival Conducting Award. He was nominated for the Arts

Foundation Fellowship, and has recently been appointed to direct the

Choir of St John’s College Oxford from October 2017.



Oxford Bach Soloists

The Oxford Bach Soloists (OBS) was

established in January 2015 by Tom

Hammond-Davies. Its mission is to

perform the complete vocal works of

Johann Sebastian Bach in Oxford.

Drawing from an abundance of

Oxford talent, OBS provides the next

generation of solo singers and

instrumentalists, many of whom are

students and scholars from the

University’s colleges, with the

opportunity to collaborate with top

professionals in the field. OBS also

exists to provide a laboratory for

current research, working together

with Professors from the University of

Oxford’s Faculties of Music, Theology,

and Modern Languages. 

The Oxford Bach Soloists will feature

prominently in the upcoming events

surrounding the Reformation 500th

Anniversary 1517-2017. 

Trustees

Miles Young (Chair)

Judith Finch

Louise Gullifer

Paull Hammond-Davies

Robert Quinney

Adam Simon

Aileen Thomson

Oxford Bach Soloists

Registered Charity Number 1172192

Performing at New College Chapel



Conducted by Tom Hammond-Davies

Horn I Ursula Monberg

Horn II Nick Benz

Timpani Tristan Fry

Oboe I Mark Baigent

Oboe II Jane Downer

Violin I Theresa Caudle

Violin II Elin White

Viola James Orrell

Cello Gabriel Amherst

Double bass Rosie Moon

Organ Charles Maxtone-Smith

Sopranos

Laura Ashby, Lucy Matheson, Nancy-Jane Rucker

Altos

Damaris Rickhaus-Nussbaumer

Tenors

William Anderson, Declan Costello

Basses

Benjamin Thompson





COMING UP

Royal Wedding

Sunday 4 June, 3.15pm
New College Chapel, Oxford

An exploration of 'heavenly' Royal Weddings sets
the theme for this concert dominated by Handel’s
magnificent DIXIT DOMINUS.

www.oxfordbachsoloists.com
Book tickets 


