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Aim 
 

• Provide an overview of electronic resources for History 

• Give examples of useful resources: 

 Bibliographic databases 

 Reference sources 

 Primary Sources 

 Maps 

 Search engines & portals 

 Book reviews 

 Mailing lists & newsgroups 

• Questions & discussion 

If you see http:// then it’s free on the web.  

 

If not, then access is via SOLO / OXLIP+. 



Guides, guides and more guides 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/historyguides  

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/training/guides 

http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/historyguides
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/historyguides
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/historyguides
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/historyguides
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/training/guides


Access to subscriptions: 
 

 

Definitive lists of subscriptions: 
OxLIP+ & Oxford University eJournals  

 

Off-campus access 
Single-Sign On (SSO) 

 

If you see http:// then it’s free on the web.  

 

If not, then access is via SOLO / OXLIP+. 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eresources  

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/eresources


Product description offering free trial 

> Go to SOLO or OxLIP! 

Description by another library 

Google doesn’t know what Oxford has subscribed to!  

Description by another library 



In SOLO, search database name. 

Limit to Online Resources. 



Click View Online to connect. 

If you need off-campus access, login with SSO first. 



In OxLIP+, search database 

name and hit Go. 

Login with SSO to use MyResearch 

and access resources off-campus. 



Search by title of the database 



Follow the link to connect to the database. 



OxLIP+ is a directory of databases. 

 

Use it to find a database to connect to and 

search in. 

 



Browse by subject 





More information  

Bookmark 





Search keywords 

in database blurbs 



We might need to use… 

 
Bibliographical databases 

books, articles, dissertations 

Reference sources 
dictionaries & encyclopaedias, directories, etc. 

Full-text alternative 
eJournals, eBooks, online newspapers, digitised source 

material, etc. 

Search engines & portals 



Bibliographical databases: books 
Library catalogues 

SOLO                              http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ 

Explore British Library                http://explore.bl.uk /  

COPAC            http://www.copac.ac.uk/  

WorldCat                                          [via OxLIP+] 

Karlsruhe Virtual Catalog   http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html  

http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
http://explore.bl.uk/
http://www.copac.ac.uk/
http://www.copac.ac.uk/
http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html
http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html
http://www.ubka.uni-karlsruhe.de/kvk_en.html


Specialist catalogues 
 
Incunabula Short-Title Catalogue (pre-1501)       http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/istc/  

 

Nineteenth Century Short-Title Catalogue 1801-1919         CD-ROM on OxLIP+ 

 

BL Newspaper catalogue                                     http://explore.bl.uk 

http://www.bl.uk/catalogues/istc/
http://explore.bl.uk/


Place search: Berlin 

Material type: Newspapers 

British Library 

Newspaper catalogue: 

Advanced search 



Finding journal articles 



Don’t use Articles & More exclusively if doing 

literature searches. 

 Includes only selection of published output. 

 Can’t do sophisticated searches (e.g. limit by 

historical period) 



Journal 

Find full-text (electronic / print) 

Includes 

abstracts 

Bibliographical databases tell 

you what has been published, 

not what is held in Oxford! 

Use bibliographical database to 

find journal articles. They index 

articles which may exist only in 

print.  

Historical Abstracts 

Limit by 

period 



Bibliographical databases: articles 
  Historical Abstracts (world history, 1450-) 

  International Medieval Bibliography (500-1500) 

  Bibliography of British & Irish History 

  Bibliography of the History of Art 

  ATLA Religion Database (history of religion & church) 

  Index Religiosus 

  EconLit (economic history) 

  Philosopher’s Index (intellectual history)  

  Arts & Humanities Citation Index (esp. good for book reviews, citation 

searches) 



Bibliographical databases: articles 
  America: History & Life (N America) 

  Index Islamicus (Oriental) 

  Bibliography of Asian Studies 

  American Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies 

  Handbook of Latin American Studies 

Check OxLIP+ > Subject  > History > Finding critical literature (28) 



Bibliographical databases: Dissertations 

 
 ProQuest Dissertations and Theses UK and Ireland  

 Proquest Dissertations & Theses: The Humanities and Social Sciences 

Collection (full-text)  

 Theses in progress & completed (1970- via Institute of Historical Research 

website) http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses  

 

 Finding the full-text for UK HE dissertations: EThOS  http://ethos.bl.uk  

     Note: not all universities are participating! 

http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses
http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses
http://www.history.ac.uk/history-online/theses
http://ethos.bl.uk/


Dictionaries & encyclopedias 
 
Gateways 

CREDO Reference 

Oxford Reference Online (ORO) 

Blackwell Reference Online 

Cambridge Histories Online 

 

Subject-specific 
International Encyclopedia for the Middle Ages 

Oxford English Dictionary 

Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy 

Oxford Art Online (Grove Dictionary of Art) 

etc. 







Biographical Information 
 

 World Biographical Information System 

 Dictionary of National Biography (British) 

 Who is Who / Who was Who (British) 

 Dictionary of Irish Biography 

 American National Biography 

 KnowUK (contemporary British) 



 



World Biographical 

Information System 



Other useful reference sources 
 

Europa World of Learning: directory of learning & research 

 

Historical currency & value of money                        

http://www.ex.ac.uk/~RDavies/arian/current/howmuch.html  

 

Historical calendars    http://www.timeanddate.com/  

 

Historical Directories of England & Wales (Victorian England)                                                           

http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4 

 

 

http://www.ex.ac.uk/~RDavies/arian/current/howmuch.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/cdm/landingpage/collection/p16445coll4




Full-text: eJournals 
 

Access via SOLO, Oxford University eJournals or link from database  

 

Historical content only: 

JSTOR (e.g. Speculum)  

http://ejournals.bodleian.ox.ac.uk  

http://ejournals.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/


Some key journal subscriptions 
 

American Historical Review 

Bulletin of the History of Medicine  

Economic History Review 

English Historical Review 

German History 

French History 

History Workshop 

Irish Historical Studies 

Journal of Ecclesiastical History 

Journal of Modern History 

Journal of the History of Ideas 

Parliamentary History 

Past & Present 

Transactions of the Royal Historical Society 



electronic Legal Deposit journals 
 
British Journal for the History of Science 

Central European History 

Comparative Studies in Society and History 

Contemporary European History 

Continuity and Change 

Early Medieval Europe 

etc 

http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/2014/10/27/electronic-legal-deposit-

for-historians-part1/  
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Full-text: eBooks 
 

 

 

See History eBooks pages: 

– Scholarly monographs 

– Early printed books 

– Free eBooks (e.g. GoogleBooks, Archive.org) 

 http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/collections/eresources/ebooks  

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/collections/eresources/ebooks


Full-text: eNewspapers 
 

Historical (UK) 
17th & 18th Century Burney Newspapers 

Eighteenth Century Journals 

19th Century British Library Newspapers 

Times Digital Archive 1785-1985 

The Guardian (1821-2003) / The Observer (1791-2003) 

The Irish Times (1859-2007) 

The Scotsman (1817-1950) 

Illustrated London News Historical Archive 1842-2003 

Times Literary Supplement 1902-1990 

Economist Historical Archive 1843-2003 

Financial Times Historical Archive, 1888-2006 

Check OxLIP+ > Subject  > Newspapers (62) 

newspaper tag in HFL Delicious 

https://delicious.com/hfloxford/search/newspapers  

 

British Newspaper Archive 

Welsh Newspapers Online 

Tijdschriften 1850 - 1940 (Koninklijke Bibliotheek)  

https://delicious.com/hfloxford/search/newspapers


Full-text: eNewspapers 
 

Historical (US and others) 
19th Century US Newspapers 

American Periodicals Series 1740-1900 

Washington Post 1877-1990 

New York Times Historical Archive 1851-2003 

Pravda 1912-2009 

Times of India 1838-2001 

Latin American Newspapers 1805-1922 

 

Current (British & Foreign) 
        Nexis UK 

        Factiva 

Today! 

iSkills: Sources for US History, 10:45am 

iSkills: Newspapers & other online news 

sources from the 17th-20th Centuries 

26 May 2-3.30pm 



Full-text: Digital libraries 
 

Oxford Digital Library (ODL)                      http://www.odl.ox.ac.uk/  

British History Online                                                http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 

Europeana                      http://www.europeana.eu/  

Digital Public Library of America                             http://dp.la/  

Gallica (Bibliothèque nationale de France)                 http://gallica.bnf.fr/  

Digitale Bibliothek (Bayerische Staatsbibliothek) 
http://www.digitale-sammlungen.de 

Zentrales Verzeichnis digitalisierter Drucke                            http://www.zvdd.de/  

Trove (National Library of Australia)           http://trove.nla.gov.au/   

    

  

  

 

 

 

 

http://www.odl.ox.ac.uk/
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http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
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Full-text: Medieval, 500-1500 
 

British History Online http://www.british-history.ac.uk/  

Domesday Explorer CD-ROM 

Parliament Rolls of Medieval England, 1275-1504 (PROME) 

Monumenta Germaniae Historica (MGH) 

Medieval and Early Modern Sources Online (MEMSO) 

Medieval Sources Online 

 

 

iSkills: Sources for Medievalists 

18 June, 2-4pm 

Check OxLIP+ > Subject  > History > Medieval , 300-1500 (49) 

http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/










 

Parliament Rolls of Medieval 

England, 1275-1504 (PROME) 



 

Parliament Rolls of Medieval 

England, 1275-1504 (PROME) 



Full-text: Early modern, 1500-1800 
 

State Papers Online: Tudors, Stuarts & Commonwealth 1509-1714 

Early English Books Online  (EEBO) 

Early European Books Online (EEB) Parts 1-4: Danish, Italian, Dutch, some French 

Eighteenth Century Collections Online (ECCO) 

Digital Library of the Catholic Reformation 

Making of the Modern World 1450-1850 (MOMW) 

 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers: 18th century (HCPP) 

 

Proceedings of the Old Bailey, London 1674-1913 

British and Irish Women’s Letters & Diaries 1500-1950 

 

Connected Histories: British History Sources, 1500-1900 http://www.connectedhistories.org/  

 

Gallica (BnF)   http://gallica.bnf.fr  

 

Zentrales Verzeichnis digitalisierter Drucke , esp VD18  http://www.zvdd.de/   

http://www.connectedhistories.org/
http://www.connectedhistories.org/
http://gallica.bnf.fr/
http://www.zvdd.de/


Early English Books Online 

1475-1700 (EEBO) 

Early English Books Online 

(EEBO) 



 

Calendar of State Papers 

(CSP) 



 

State Papers Online 



British and Irish Women’s 

Letters and Diaries 1500-1950 



 



Full-text: Modern, 1800- 
 

Making of the Modern World 1450-1850 (MOMW) 

Confidential Print: Africa, 1834-1966 / Middle East, 1839-1969 / North America 1824-1961 

British and Irish Women’s Letters & Diaries 1500-1950 

Queen Victoria's Journals (1832-1901) 

Victorian Popular Culture 

London Low Life 

 

First World War: Personal Experiences 

 

House of Commons Parliamentary Papers & Hansard (C19-C21) 

The Cabinet Papers 1915-1978 

Documents on British Policy Overseas 

Mass Observation Online 

Economy and War in the Third Reich, 1933-1944 (The) 

Diaries of Joseph Goebbels Online 

Declassified Documents Reference System (DDRS) 

Macmillan Cabinet Papers 1957-63 



 

London Low Life 



 

Mass Observation Online 



The Times Digital Archive 1785-1985 



Documents on British Policy Overseas 

(DBPO) 



Confidential Print: Middle East, 1839-1969 



 

Declassified Documents 

Reference System – US (DDRS) 



Visual sources 

 
ArtStor  

Bridgeman Art Library (via Dictionary of Art) 

Victorian Popular Culture 

John Johnson Collection: an archive of Printed Ephemera 

VADS (Visual Arts Data Service) http://www.vads.ac.uk/ 

 

Europeana http://www.europeana.eu/  

Digital Public Library of America http://dp.la/  

 

Creative Commons Image search (Flickr, Europeana, etc.) 

http://search.creativecommons.org/  

Clare Hills-Nova 

Art History Subject Librarian 

e: clare.hills-nova@bodleian.ox.ac.uk  

http://www.vads.ac.uk/
http://www.vads.ac.uk/
http://www.europeana.eu/
http://dp.la/
http://search.creativecommons.org/
mailto:clare.hills-nova@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
mailto:clare.hills-nova@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
mailto:clare.hills-nova@bodleian.ox.ac.uk


 

ArtSTOR:  

Illuminated Manuscript Collection 





Audio-visual sources 

 
British Library Sound Archive http://sounds.bl.uk/  

British Universities Film and Video Council http://bufvc.ac.uk/  

Film Archives Online http://www.filmarchives-online.eu/  

Chronicle: BBC Northern Ireland’s Television News from the 60s and 70s 

British Council Film Collection http://film.britishcouncil.org/british-council-

film-collection  

Pathé  http://www.britishpathe.com/  

  http://www.gaumontpathearchives.com/  

YouTube http://www.youtube.com/  

 

 

Audio-visual tag in HFL Delicious 
https://delicious.com/hfloxford/audio_visual_sources 

http://sounds.bl.uk/
http://beta.bufvc.ac.uk/
http://www.filmarchives-online.eu/
http://www.filmarchives-online.eu/
http://www.filmarchives-online.eu/
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http://film.britishcouncil.org/british-council-film-collection
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British Universities Film 

& Video Council 

(BUFVC) 

http://bufvc.ac.uk/  

http://bufvc.ac.uk/
http://bufvc.ac.uk/




Data sources 
 

International Historical Statistics 1750-2010 

Historical Statistics of the US 

Histpop - Online Historical Population Reports Website 

http://www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/  

UK Data Service                       http://nesstar.esds.ac.uk/webview/index.jsp 

A Vision of Britain (1801-2001)                  http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/  

 

iPoll (US historical polls) 

http://www.histpop.org/ohpr/servlet/
http://nesstar.esds.ac.uk/webview/index.jsp
http://www.visionofbritain.org.uk/


International historical statistics 1750-2010 



Historical Statistics of the US 



UK Data Service: Nesstar Catalogue 



iPoll iPoll 



Maps & Mapping 
 

David Rumsey Historical Map Collection http://www.davidrumsey.com/  

ORBIS: The Stanford Geospatial Network Model of the Roman World 

    http://orbis.stanford.edu/  

Digital Atlas of Roman and Medieval Civilizations 

            http://medievalmap.harvard.edu/icb/icb.do?keyword=k40248&pageid=icb.page188868 

Regnum Francorum Online: interactive maps and sources of early medieval Europe        

 http://www.francia.ahlfeldt.se/index.php 

Mapping Gothic France      http://mappinggothic.org/  

Linguistic geographies: The Gough Map of Great Britain http://www.goughmap.org/ 

Map of Early Modern London http://mapoflondon.uvic.ca/  

Historical geography (British History Online) http://www.british-history.ac.uk/catalogue/maps  

Charles Booth Online Archive: poverty maps of London http://booth.lse.ac.uk/  

Google Maps Gallery: London 1893-6, etc. http://maps.google.com/gallery/  

First World War : Personal Experiences 

Map Department, BOD 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/maps 

Map tag in HFL Delicious 

http://www.delicious.com/hfloxford/maps    
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Useful search engines & portals 

 
History Departments round the World 
     http://chnm.gmu.edu/resources/departments/  

Institute of Historical Research http://www.history.ac.uk/  

H-Net http://www.h-net.org/  

Intute http://www.intute.ac.uk/  

HFL Delicious https://delicious.com/HFLOxford  

Google Scholar  http://scholar.google.com/  

http://chnm.gmu.edu/resources/departments/
http://www.history.ac.uk/
http://www.history.ac.uk/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
https://delicious.com/HFLOxford
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://www.intute.ac.uk/
http://scholar.google.com/


 

Intute 

closed in July 2011 



 



Book reviews 
H-Net                                                  http://www.h-net.org 

Sehepunkte (+ mailing list)                 http://www.sehepunkte.de/  

Selective databases, e.g. Arts & Humanities Citation Index 

http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.h-net.org/
http://www.sehepunkte.de/


Keeping up-to-date 

 
History Faculty 

 

JISCMail      http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk   

 

H-Net                 http://www.h-net.org 

 

Keeping up-to-date: ZETOC / journal alerts, search alerts, RSS feeds, 

Twitter, sign up to HFL Blog http://blogs.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/history/.  

 

 

 

  

http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/
http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/
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Social media as a source of information 
AHA: http://blog.historians.org/resources/1393/five-ways-for-historians-to-use-twitter  

LSE: Using twitter in university research, teaching and impact activities (pdf) 

 

@Medievalists   @ChurchillToday   @RealTimeWWII    
 

@ReviewsHistory  @enghistrev   @PastPresentSoc   @JSTOR 

@ihr_history   @halbion @DH_Oxford    @MassObsArchive    

@V_and_A     @VCH_London @odnb    @SRSRenSoc  

@BSHSNews  @UKParlArchives   @FrueheNeuzeit   @hridigital    

@IHRDigHist   @AHAhistorians   @bibliostoria   @storiainrete  ‏ 

@OldBaileyOnline   @CamdenHistory  @EHPS   @GallicaBnF   

@blmedieval 
 

@AnnaWhitelock   @Ajprescott  ‏ @RichardEvans36   @Amanda_Vickery   

@simon_schama 
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Questions? 

 

Play time! 


