
        
CURATORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

       Committee for library provision in Archaeology 
 
 
Minutes of the meeting held at 12.00 on Monday February 11th 2013 in the Meeting Room, Sackler 
Library 
 
        
Present: Philipp Niewöhner (Chair) (PN), Mark Dickerson (MD), Yiu-Kang Hsu (YH), Sue Killoran 
(SK), James Legg (JL), Graham Piddock (GP), Eleanor Standley (ES), Elisabet Almunia (EA- 
minutes) 
 
Apologies: Elizabeth Frood  
 
 

1. Membership: PN chaired the meeting in lieu of Elizabeth Frood (on sabbatical). 
 
2. Minutes of the meeting on Monday November 5th 2012: these were approved. 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes:  

 
a. Item 3a- Dumbarton Oaks Papers: PN expressed his satisfaction over the return of 

the DOP to the Sackler. 
 

b. Item 3b- Sackler scanning:  
1) (GP) The Sackler is still trying to accommodate the need expressed by 

many Library users for a high resolution scanner; and a model which 
would deliver the required functionality has recently been identified (Genus 
Kiosk). The Library is keen to move ahead with the purchase of this 
scanner but does not have the funds to meet its high cost. One option 
would be to replace one of the current PCAS machines with this new 
model, and Bodleian Reprographics are being consulted on the feasibility 
and financing of this, as the machine would have to pay for itself.  

2) YH reported the perceived need amongst postgraduate students for a 
scanner on the 3F. Their preference would be a standard office scanner 
with low resolution independent of the PCAS system to be used for the fast 
free scanning of large portions of books that cannot be borrowed.  
This raised concerns in the committee about the Library’s copyright 
obligations. GP mentioned the requirement to set charges for the copying 
service sufficient to cover its costs; and SK referred to the rough guidelines 
which restrict permitted copying to one book chapter or one periodical 
article per volume. PN added that the PCAS machines are faster than an 
office scanner.  
The committee noted the perceived lack of scanning facilities on the 3F 
and GP and JL undertook to explore some options such as looking into 
acquiring an extra PCAS machine for the 3F or a scanning-only machine if 
that was cheaper. The current PCAS usage in the Sackler and associated 
finances would need to be looked at in conjunction with Bodleian 
Reprographics to determine the feasibility of adding another PCAS-linked 
machine. 
 

c. Item 4a – Sackler book moves GP reported that work was in progress to   
rationalise periodical sequences after removing some runs to the Haverfield Room, 



but that this was progressing at a slower pace than had been anticipated due to the 
lack of available staff. 
 

d. Item 5a – Communication between CoLP and Faculty: GP has been invited to 
take part in School of Archaeology meetings on a roughly annual basis or as 
appropriate. 
 

e. Item 7a - ILL requests: 
1) ILL procedure: GP explained that ILL requests have to be made by filling 

in the standard ILL form, which can normally be downloaded from the 
Sackler website [there had been a problem accessing this link, which has 
now been fixed]. The form can either be printed out and handed to desk 
staff or e-mailed. JL stated that there is a recognised need for an online 
form to submit ILL directly from the website and work is in progress to set 
this up in the not too distant future.  

2) ILL costs: YH queried the cost of ILL as he often needs to request items 
in lesser covered languages such as Russian or Mongolian. JL replied that 
the Bodleian Libraries use the British Library scheme and the service is 
heavily subsidised, as only the cost charged by the BL is passed on to the 
reader.  
YH also asked for advice on how to locate items from foreign libraries and 
wondered whether informal agreements between libraries exist in order to 
send items to each other. JL clarified that we rely on the international 
section of the official BL scheme for these types of loans and PN added 
that the search is part of the service.  
JL also recommended referring individual needs to the relevant subject 
librarian and making the case for acquiring necessary material. SK and PN 
advised YH to enquire about funding to support his research from his 
college or department. PN also asked YH to update the committee at the 
next meeting. 
 

4. Reports from Libraries: 
 

a. Sackler: 
1) Network upgrade (GP): the network infrastructure in the Sackler building 

has been successfully upgraded and as a result wireless and cable access 
to the network should be more robust. Users will now find a choice of 
wireless networks to connect to in the reading rooms, including Eduroam. 

2) Lighting in reading rooms (GP): Estates Services have embarked on a 
lighting upgrade program in the Sackler which is expected to be carried out 
gradually over the course of the next year. The aim of the project is to 
deliver improved lighting levels using a more energy efficient system and 
to reduce the high maintenance and repair costs. A pilot was carried out 
on the 3F in December but not without significant local disruption in the 
reading room.  GP warned that more disruption should be expected as and 
when Estates go ahead with the rest of the floors. 

 
b. Balfour library: MD reported that he is back from his secondment at the MNH Library. 

He warned of re-roofing work in the Balfour Library but hoped it would not impact on 
library services. 

 
 
 

 



5. Bodleian Libraries: 
 

a. General update (JL): JL had previously circulated an update and made reference to 
some of the points covered: 

1) Open Access: from 1st of April 2013 any research arising as a result of 
RCUK funding will need to be available on open access. The situation is 
changing rapidly and there could be particular complications in the 
Humanities. Libraries will be involved in processing the APCs (article 
processing charges) and will be developing routines which will be 
published in the next few weeks. Feedback from researchers will be 
sought. ES will report this to the School of Archaeology committee on 7th 
week.  

2) REF: JL reminded the committee that the Libraries are available to assist 
with bibliographic work, sourcing of material and other elements. 

3) Weston Library: the WL is expected to be completed in October 2014 and 
the Special Collections will be moved there gradually.  

 
 

6. Undergraduate issues: no representative was present.  
 

 
7. Postgraduate issues:  

a. Missing books: YH stated that there seemed to be a problem in the Sackler with 
missing books. GP stressed that it was important to report any instances of missing 
books to library staff so that they can be flagged as such on SOLO and be 
thoroughly searched for in the library. YH felt that more could be done by Library 
staff to locate missing books and also to report on the results of their searches. GP 
undertook to review the current arrangements and PN asked YH to bring this topic 
up at the next meeting. 

b. Allegro catalogues: YH asked for clarification on the use of the Allegro catalogues. 
JL replied that Allegro is a tool to locate Chinese and Japanese items held in the 
Libraries in original script and that the records also exist on SOLO where the items 
can be requested. JL recommended contacting the Chinese Studies Libraries for 
expert advice on how to operate both catalogues together. 

c. Study/eating area: YH enquired whether it might be possible to reserve a space in 
the Library to be used as study room where food would be allowed. JL noted that a 
common room had frequently been requested by users and discussed previously, 
but that there was no viable space at present.  

 
8. Academic staff issues:  

a. Mould in Rare Book Room: ES stated that the Collection Manager in the 
Ashmolean had been very concerned to hear about the outbreak of mould in the 
Sackler and wanted to know whether an investigation had been done. GP confirmed 
that Harwell Document Restoration Services had cleaned the mouldy books and the 
shelves but that they had been unable to establish the cause of the outbreak, which 
did not seem to be linked to the environmental conditions. Harwell had advised that 
costly DNA testing would be required for this purpose, and the Library would 
consider how to pursue this. ES said the Ashmolean would support any such 
investigation. 
 
 

9. Any other business:  
a. Illustrations in theses (PN): PN had heard that Oxford theses kept in the Bodleian 

need to be treated as publications for the purposes of using illustrations. If this was 



the case, it would create huge difficulties for Archaeology students who need to use 
numerous illustrations on their work. ES thought that this only applied to electronic 
versions. JL will enquire about this and report back to the committee. 

b. Theses requests (YH): YH enquired about the procedure to request a thesis. JL 
replied that Oxford theses are deposited in printed form and can be located in the 
catalogue. Some theses are also available online (Oxford theses are deposited on 
ORA). 

 
 
 Next meeting:  Monday 20 May 2013 at 12.00 in the Sackler meeting room. 


