
Committee on Library Information Provision and Strategy for Classics

Minutes of the meeting held on
Thursday 29th January 2015

In the Sackler Library, at 2.15pm

Present: Gregory Hutchinson (Chair), Charlotte Goodall (Secretary), Mark
Bainbridge, James Legg, Graham Piddock, Georgy Kantor, Anne Coventry, Barak
Blum, Lisa Kallet, Lisa Bendall, Helena Walters.

1. Minutes of the Michaelmas Term meeting were accepted.

2. Matters arising:
 ORA: John Ma has spoken to the ORA team and a process will be rolled out in the

coming year. CG will liaise between ORA and the faculty.

 Sackler opening hours on Saturdays: the 11-6 option was preferred.

 Stepladders in the Sackler: there are 3 per floor, and 6 kickstools per floor, with 3

on the ground floor. They are checked for safety every year and counted.

 Closing bell in Sackler: quotes have been requested for replacing or fixing the

bell.

3. Review of Classics: An internal 5-yearly review of the faculty has been announced. A
section on library provision is required. It should include some detail on the past 5
years, and make the point that we are operating successfully despite limited resources.
The knock-on effects of these limitations should be noted. Lisa Kallett will enquire as
to the contents of the previous report.

4. Libraries update: James Legg will provide a summary from the Humanities CLIP.

 Duke Humphrey’s Library: now fully open and collections are mostly in place.
C. Acad. has been moved to the gallery.

 Weston Library update: there have been some snagging problems with the
building, but the reading rooms are open and working. The texts to support the
reading of MSS and papyri are being ordered and processed.

5. Lower Reading Room and Gladstone Link
 Gladstone Link: reserve points are being piloted. There is a reserve trolley in

LRR, on which GL books can be reserved until 11am the following day. CG
will investigate publicising this further.

 LRR: the Late Antiquity collection has been delayed as a result of the DH and
Weston Library moves, which have taken priority. The moving of the
collection on to the shelves will occur in the Easter vacation. Other moves in
the LRR, including in the Philosophy and Theology sections, are ongoing.

6. Budget report: The Libraries have not received an uplift in the current budget: an
overall cut of between 2-4% is required. However, the Humanities division has
supported a 2% increase for library materials only. With materials protected, staff and
building costs must decrease. The relocation of the Slavonic Library is the first step to



achieve these savings. The strategy there is to remove closed access material from the
Taylorian, and to open those spaces up for the Slavonic collection. It is thought that
open-shelf collections will have to shrink by 13% to be housed in the Taylorian.

7. Electronic Resources update: no current business.

8. Undergraduate provision: no current business.

9. Graduate provision: there was positive feedback on the changing of the Sackler
opening times on Saturdays to 11-6. It was noted that there is hope that by 2016
Sunday opening might be possible. The aspiration for Sunday opening is to be
mentioned in the Review of Classics. There was a request that the laptop-free areas in
the Sackler should be more clearly marked.

10. College Libraries: The SOLO user group is investigating how to flag up a process for
readers to follow when a college is the sole holder of a specific volume.

11. No other business.

12. Date of next meeting: Thursday 7th May 2015

CG 2nd Feb 2015.


