
Phase Three:
Better Study Space and Better 
Staff Accommodation

Proposed timescale to be confirmed

The current layout of the Cairns does not allow us to offer as 
wide a range of study spaces as we would like.  For example, 
the current configuration of the space does not allow us to 
provide completely silent study spaces or individual study 
rooms/monks’ cells.  Our staff accommodation is also in need of 
improvement.

We want to introduce a wider range of study spaces within  
the Cairns ranging from comfortable seats in our current 
journals space, to small individual study “cells”, to traditional 
carrels and open tables.  We want to be able to offer our 
users a choice of noisier, quiet and completely silent study 
spaces including a sound-proofed silent study room and the 
development of a “quiet zone” at the bottom of the library.   
This phase of work would also include the development 
of improved staff accommodation and a 1-2-1 space for 
information consultancies with our Outreach Librarians. 

Phase Four/
Phase Five: 
Improved Social Space, Better IT 
Facilities and Exhibition Space

Proposed timescale to be confirmed

Whilst many of our users don’t spend a lot of time in the library 
when they visit – often rushing in on a lunch break or between 
lectures – we also have many users who spend several hours at 
a time in our space.   

We want to improve our space for both groups – creating space 
for those who just want to quickly check something online as 
well as improved breakout space with vending machines and 
comfortable seats for those who are spending a longer period 
working or studying in the library and for those attending 
classes or training events.  

As part of this phase of work we would anticipate replacing 
our current glass doors and helpdesk with a new helpdesk and 
turnstiles closer to the main library doors.  This would allow 
us to create a more comfortable seating space at the front of 
the library as well as exhibition space for historical displays, 
artworks, or displays reflecting research or clinical care being 
undertaken in the John Radcliffe.   This rearrangement would 
also give us space to improve our IT facilities and services.


