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Introduction to Reference Management Software  
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Oxford Research Archive 

• Students registered on the D.Phil. programme 
from 1st October 2007 are required to deposit 
both a print copy (in the Bodleian Library) and 
a digital copy (in ORA) of their thesis. 

http://ora.ox.ac.uk/    

http://ora.ox.ac.uk/


Open Access Requirements 

http://openaccess.ox.ac.uk/     

Students receiving RCUK Training Grant Funding 

from 1st February 2014 are required to fulfill the 

OPEN ACCESS requirements of the funding 

council involved 
 

• In the case of Ph.D. theses funded by Research Councils, metadata describing the 

thesis should be lodged in the institution's repository as soon as possible after award 

and a full text version should be available within a maximum of 12 months following 

award. It is expected that metadata in institutional repositories will be compatible with 

the metadata core set recommended by the ETHOS e-thesis online service./ 

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/grantstcs/ 

 

http://openaccess.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/grantstcs/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/grantstcs/
http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/grantstcs/


Students must have deposited both formats of the 
thesis prior to attending a graduation ceremony. 
(http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/exams/research/ )  

 

Examinations Schools check that both copies have 
been deposited when students are listed as 
intending to attend a degree ceremony.  

 

 Note that the deadline for depositing both the hard 
copy & the digital copy is 5pm on the Wednesday 
prior to the graduation ceremony you are intending 
to attend. After this time there is no guarantee that 
the deposit of the thesis will be checked in prior to 
the ceremony. 

http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/exams/research/


http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora












“I plan to use images in my interviews, presenting them 
to interviewees and asking them for their response. I 
shall then use these to develop conversation. 
 

 One is a poster for the Daily Telegraph’s Hands Off 
Our Land campaign. 
 

The other is technically a montage that I have put 
together of six images I found on the web.  
 

Am I allowed to use these images without asking for 
permission from the people who posted them on the 
web? I would acknowledge the sources of each 
individual image, but is this enough? 
 

 Even if I could use them in interviews, would I be able 
to include the images in my thesis? 

 I don't want to infringe any copyright rules!” 
 



 
There’s no problem in using the images while conducting the research. 
There’s no problem in actually including them in the dissertation (acknowledgement is all that’s needed), 
as it’s part of an examination process.  
The potential issues arise from further use. A doctoral dissertation destined for deposit in ORA 
constitutes further use, because by putting it in ORA you are communicating it to the public, and 
the protection you have from its being a dissertation falls away. 
 
 ORA will ask you to confirm that you have obtained the necessary rights, or ask you to redact the 
offending material. (If you want to use the material in a published article, that’s also further use). So let’s 
just review what the copyrights and implications are. 
 
•First picture – it’s clear that this is the Telegraph’s (or maybe not – could be the artist who designed it! But 
you’d go to the Telegraph in the first instance) You can presume it’s ‘all rights reserved’. 
 

•Second picture – the montage doesn’t negate the copyrights in the existing pictures, but you have your 
own copyright in the selection and arrangement. You would need to go back to the source(s) to see what 
the rights are, and if any are being waived eg through the use of a Creative Commons licence. If you can’t 
find any evidence of waiver, then it’s all rights reserved and you need permission. 
 
•UNLESS: we can use the provision in the Copyright Act (section 30) that you are reproducing the images 
for the purposes of criticism or review – i.e. people/you are talking and writing about the images 
themselves, not just using them as a trigger for other discourse. So long as you have some criticism or 
review in there (for the montage, it would be for each of the elements individually) you would have a 
defence. 
 IF somebody comes from the woodwork and pursues you (highly unlikely), that would be your response, 
but you’d still have to argue that in court or, more likely, decide whether it’s worth the trouble and expense 
of going to court to defend it (as indeed the plaintiff would have to make a similar judgement). 

Note: if this is a dissertation for which deposit in ORA is not 

required but deposit in a library is,  then that’s OK, as deposit in a 

library does not in itself involve any infringing acts. !! 



OXFORD E-THESES 
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses


Oxford eTheses 
 

 Eligible eTheses  
 Preparing your thesis  
 Thesis: Copyright and other legal issues  
 Pre-publication concerns  
 Submitting your eThesis  
 Digital theses at Oxford  
 Training on ORA for theses for PG research students  
 Digital thesis FAQs  
 
 http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora  

 
 Bodleian I-Skills: Your thesis, copyright and ORA  
 Find out how to deposit the digital copy of your thesis and what you need to 

know about rights and other issues. 
 However the “Research Skills Toolkit” in 8th wk & 1st wk of Hilary will also cover 

this topic 
 

 Search O.R.A.  http://ora.ox.ac.uk/  

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora
http://ox.libguides.com/content.php?pid=289070&sid=2380351&preview=639159c7d06981f31caed4e60b712c43
http://ora.ox.ac.uk/


E-Journals 

 

“I didn't check for the hard copy 

- so used to getting online access!” 

 

“I had just googled the article rather 

than using SOLO, so that was the 

issue  & why I’d been asked to login, 

or use Athens”  

 



Current Awareness Services 

•  The information explosion during 

1950’s & 60’s gave rise to fears of not 

being able to keep up to date with the 

literature and so current awareness 

services came into being. 

 

• Originally hardcopy and postal services. 

 

• Advent of the internet has vastly 

improved such services. 



 

     EAS make use of e-mail and e-databases.  
 
In the academic community these are usually subscribed 

to by the Institution and so are free to the end-users. 
 

WARNING : No database is comprehensive and 
no matter how well you frame your enquiry, an 
EAS will never be as clever as your brain is at 
picking out material of interest.  



 RSS is a family of web feed formats 

 

 A web feed is a data format used for serving 
users  frequently updated content. 

 

 Content distributors syndicate a web feed 

 thereby allowing users to subscribe to it.  



Current Awareness 

      Three ways to keep up to date: 
 

• Saving and rerunning searches – you  save a search and run it 

again in the future. 
 

• E-mail alerts / RSS feeds:–  

– Specify a search to be repeated and the results emailed to you at 

chosen intervals or on a continuous basis 

– Select your favourite journal(s) & the database will tell you when 

the next issue of a journal is available. 
 

• Citation Alert – you will receive an email every time a particular 

article is cited in another WoS or Scopus indexed article. 



 

iSkills: Research Impact - citation analysis tools (Wed 11 Nov 14.00 - 15.30)  

 

 An introduction to citation tracking and bibliometrics, using a range of 'impact 

factor' tools to find top journals and conferences, count citations and measure 

the impact of publications and researchers. Looking at their strengths and 

weaknesses, and how to access them.  

 

Covering: Journal Citation Reports, SCImago Journal Rank, Web of Science, 

Scopus, Google Scholar, Essential Science Indicators, ORCID, etc.   
 

  

 
 

Citation Tracking 



Databases vs. Search engines 

• Contents are indexed by 
subject specialists 

• Subject headings 

• Limiting functions e.g. 
publication types, language 

Allow you to  

• View Search history 

• Combine searches 

• Mark and sort results 

• Print/save/email/export 

• Save searches 

• Set up alerts  

• Searches done by 

automated “web crawlers” 

• No thesaurus / subject 

headings – just free text 

searching  

• No limiting functions 

• Usually none of these!  



Systematic Review 
What are the factors affecting energy behaviours 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/65601/6925-what-are-the-factors-influencing-energy-behaviours.pdf


 

 
 

Databases (Scopus or Web of 

Science) enable you to: 

• Refine results overview to find the main journals, disciplines and authors that publish in your 

area of interest. 
 

• Click on the cited by and reference links to track research trends and make connections. 

• Find out who is citing you or your supervisor, and how many citations an article or an author 

has received. 
 

• Use Author Identifier to automatically match an author’s published research including the h-

index 
 

• Use  Journal Analyzer to provide quick insight into specific journal performance 

• Analyze citations for a particular journal issue, volume or year. 

• Use this information to complete grant or other applications quickly and easily. 
 

• Use  Alerts, RSS and HTML feeds to help you stay up-to-date 
 

• Data export via bibliographic managers such as RefWorks, EndNote and BibTeX 



OxLIP+ 

http://oxlip-plus.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/


SCOPUS 

THE bibliographic database for the Earth, 

Geographical and Ecological Sciences 
 

Abstract  & citation database containing both peer-reviewed research literature.  

22,000 titles from more than 5,000 international publishers.  

Now starting to include more book material 

 

57 million records: 

• 36 million records with references back to 1995  

• 21 million records pre-1996 which go back to 1823 

• Details from over 100,000 books  





SCOPUS ALERTS 













How reference managers work 

1. Collect 

bibliographic 

information 

2. Create a 

personal online 

reference 

database 3. Annotate, edit and 

share your reference 

database 

4. Automatically 

create a bibliography 

for your work 



Adding a reference 

Add manually 

Direct export from 

a database 

Upload from a 

text file 

Grab website info 



Software available 

• Many different packages are available 

• The principles are the same but the details are 

different 

• Variations in price and features 



LibGuide for Reference Management 

http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/reference-management
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/reference-management
http://libguides.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/reference-management


Compatibility of different reference 

management packages 

• Mobile Devices 
 

• Some reference management packages have mobile 

versions offering generally more limited functionality 

and adaptations to better suit small screens. Some 

software also has dedicated app versions for iPads.  

– RefWorks – mobile version. 

– EndNote Web – mobile version. 

– Mendeley – dedicated iPad app. 

– ColWiz – dedicated iPad app. 

 

 Oliver.bridle@bodleian.ox.ac.uk 



Direct export 

• Easiest way to move references into 
your library 

WoS 

SCOPUS 

ProQuest 

OVID 







Legal Information  

• Lexis Library 

 

• WestLaw – both UK & US editions 

 

• But there are a lot more 

 

(if necessary ask the Law Library for help) 

 

Newspapers use Nexis UK (has international coverage) 



Bibliographic Databases 

Vast range 
 

SCOPUS  (includes GEOBASE) 
 

OVID SP 
 

ProQuest  
 

Web of Knowledge 



Search Strategies 

• Boolean logic 

 

• Truncation 

 

• Wild cards 

 

• Synonyms 

 

• Which language are you using? 



Search Strategies 

Boolean Logical Operators AND, OR, NOT 
  

Proximity operators 

   Adj (literally adjacent); Near(same sentence); With(same 

field) 
 

Field descriptors: AU(author); TI(title); AB (abstract); 

SO(source or reference); DE (general descriptor) etc are 

likely to be specific to each database and won’t operate in 

‘cross searches’ 
 

Combining searches: #1 and #2 

 



Other tricks: 

Use symbols for wildcards and truncation 
 

? or $   for a single character  

 globali?ation / globali$ation (is it an ‘s’ or a ‘z’)  

 

*   for truncation or variant spellings 

 govern* for governance, governmentality, etc 

behavio*r (does it have a ‘u’ or not) 
 

 use quotation marks for searching for phrases 
   e.g. “resource management” 



Web of Knowledge 

Similar but not the same : a.k.a. Web of Science 
 
WEB of Science: Core Collection 
 
  Broad Coverage – all subject areas 
  
  
(Journal Citation Reports – help choose the most effective 
title in your area) 
 









 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bibliographic Platforms 



Bibliographic Platforms 

OVIDSP 
 

• CAB Abstracts – natural resources 

• Forest Science - biogeography 

• GeoRef – physical geography & geology 

• Zoological Abstracts  (1864-2009 only) 

 











 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Bibliographic Platforms 













Bibliographic Databases 

 Search :-  (arctic OR polar) AND geopolitic* 

           2009 - 2014 only 
 

Scopus = 90 articles 

Proquest  = 148 articles 

    119 (from IBSS; PAIS; Worldwide Political Abstracts)   

  (with a duplication of 28 items across these 3 databases) 

W.o.S. =  64 articles (22 not in other databases) 

Ovid  = 12 (but 7 are completely new !!) 

 

RefWorks de-duplication = 228  (unique items) 



Keeping up with Current Research 

Your feedback is greatly appreciated 

 

Please complete a short survey @ 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/rslMT2015 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/V833GBC
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/rslMT2015

