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Regulations on deposit of research theses
(from various official University sources)

The deposit of research theses with university libraries is a universal practice and is seen as part of
the public and visible research activity of the University. Online open access is seen as having a
number of advantages including: increased visibility and consultation of your thesis, increased
visibility for the author of the thesis, increased use and recognition of the work. Deposit is enforced
by the examination regulations and the University is committed to the widest dissemination of
research theses produced by its graduate students.

Doctoral theses in International Relations at Oxford have won a remarkable number of national and
international prizes, including those of the British International Studies Association and the Political
Studies Association. In the last ten years, 30 doctoral theses in International Relations have been
published as monographs.

Examination regulations
Once a candidate has been provisionally granted leave to supplicate, he or she must submit a
finalized copy of the thesis, as approved by the examiners, to the Examination Schools for deposit in
the relevant university library. This should incorporate any corrections or amendments which the
examiners may have requested of the candidate. The examiners must confirm in writing in their
report to the board that any corrections required have been made.

Candidates should note that leave to supplicate is conditional upon receipt by the Examination
Schools of the library copy of their thesis and that candidates may not proceed to take their
degree until they have fulfilled the requirement to submit a library copy of the thesis.

The printed copy
The library copy of the thesis must be in a permanently fixed binding, drilled and sewn, in a stiff
board case in library buckram, in a dark colour, and lettered on the spine with the candidate’s name
and initials, the degree, and the year of submission.
http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/gso/forms/gso21.pdf

Digital copies

Candidates for the degrees of D.Phil., M.Litt. & M.Sc. by Research who began their course on or after

1st October 2007 are also required to deposit a copy of their thesis with the Oxford Research

Archive (ORA). Information regarding this process can be found on the Bodleian website and will be

sent with your result letter.

You should deposit two copies of your digital thesis in ORA. Both copies should include all
corrections as in the final passed version of the thesis. Please see information on Preparing your
thesis for instructions how to restrict access to parts of your thesis.

i) the original source file with no security settings for the purpose of preservation. This
copy will not be made freely available. This copy should be identical to the print copy.

ii) a PDF (PDF/A preferred) copy (which may have security settings and embargoed
material) for distribution. This copy will be made freely available (if not under embargo)

http://www.admin.ox.ac.uk/gso/forms/gso21.pdf
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses/preparing_your_thesis
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses/preparing_your_thesis
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Embargo
Digital copies of theses are subject to a default 3 year embargo. The Divisions strongly support open
access to theses produced by their students. However, during this period whilst both authors and
publishers adapt to open access, the Divisions have agreed that by default, access to the full text of
digital theses will be restricted for three years. Authors should indicate as such on the ORA online
deposit form. Students need not formally apply for restricted access using form GSO3C to set this
embargo. Authors can choose to override this default and make their thesis open access either at
deposit or at any time during the three year embargo. Students who wish to make their thesis freely
available on deposit or before the end of the three years should indicate as such on form GSO3A and
on the online ORA deposit form. However, if your thesis contains sensitive or copyright information
such that it should be subject to dispensation from consultation beyond the end of the embargo,
you should apply for dispensation using form GSO3C.

Copyright
Copyright in the thesis usually rests with the author: this does not change when you deposit your
thesis in ORA. No ownership is assumed by the Bodleian Libraries over the work. However,
for content included in your thesis where copyright is held by a third party, you MUST ensure that
you have permission from copyright holders before making it freely available on the internet via
ORA. You must also ensure that you comply with permissions for access to content in your thesis for
any material covered by intellectual property rights (such as patentable, sensitive, commercially
restricted material etc). This does not apply in cases of ‘fair dealing for the purposes of criticism or
review’ where UK copyright law allows for the use of short quotations, extracts or excerpts without
the permission of the copyright holder of the work from that been made previously publically
available. More details are available on the Bodleian eTheses web pages:
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses/copyright_and_other_legal_issues/copyright_hel
d_by_third_parties__and__other_rights

Users of your thesis will be made abundantly aware of the rights of the author and the use that they
are permitted to make of the thesis. This will be by way of a user permission statement which
appears on the record of each thesis.

Plagiarism can never be guaranteed to be prevented in either the print or electronic domain. When
items are made available on open access (ie with no barriers to access) it is easier to detect
plagiarism. For example, a supervisor who suspects that plagiarism has happened can run a quick
search using a search engine such as Google.

Taught Masters Dissertations
Your Department or Faculty might require a printed copy of a taught masters’ dissertation be
deposited in a library and this will be stated in the Examination Regulations.

Your Department or Faculty might choose to provide online access to all or a selection of masters
dissertations produced by its students. Making your dissertation available in this way increases its
visibility and makes Oxford research available for the benefit of society.

Dissertations are submitted to ORA by a member of the Department/Faculty staff. PG masters
students are not eligible to deposit dissertations in ORA.

Links
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/exams/research/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/graduates/

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses/copyright_and_other_legal_issues/copyright_held_by_third_parties__and__other_rights
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses/copyright_and_other_legal_issues/copyright_held_by_third_parties__and__other_rights
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/exams/research/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/students/academic/graduates/
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http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ssl/how/find-dissertations-and-theses

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ora/oxford_etheses
http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/ssl/how/find-dissertations-and-theses

