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Dear Friends, 

It gives me great pleasure to invite you to participate in our third Duke 
Humfrey’s Night event on 12 October 2013. The previous two events raised 
£125,000 towards the Bodleian’s acquisition and conservation costs, a very 
significant sum in view of  the Library’s severely straitened finances. With 
your help, we are hoping to repeat that success this year. 
 Duke Humfrey’s Night is named after one of  the first major donors 
to Oxford’s University Library. It creates an opportunity for potential 
sponsors to view recently acquired special collections (such as unique 
manu scripts, rare books, music, ephemera and maps) and discuss their 
significance with curators. On this occasion the items range from Venetian 
incunables (item 25) to contemporary literary manuscripts (item 3). On 
display also will be a number of  holdings, including ancient Egyptian 
papyri (item 45), that are in urgent need of  conservation, and  conservators 
will be on hand to explain the work required. Everything in the catalogue 
will be exhibited in Duke Humfrey’s Library, the magnificent reading 
room created to house the large collection of  Classical texts donated by 
the duke in the 15th century. We hope that you will be able to join us on 
the night or, if  you cannot attend in person, that you will nonetheless 
wish to sponsor one of  the items from this catalogue. The sums that we 
need to raise range from £85 to £14,400, but all donations, however mod-
est, will be gratefully received. Sponsors may opt to cover the total cost 
of  an item or share it with others, whether as a personal donation to the 
Library, a tribute to a friend or partner, or in memory of  a loved one. A 
bookplate naming the donor, or a person or institution the donor wishes 
to honour, will remain with the item in perpetuity. Sample book-plates 
may be seen on the facing page. 
 It was Bodley’s hope, when he refounded the Library in the late 16th 
century, that our collections would continue to develop and diversify, and 
be always readily available to those who wished to consult them. Our aim 
is to realize that vision by helping to maintain the Bodleian’s status as a 
global centre for teaching and research. I trust that you will wish to sup-
port us in this endeavour. 

Professor Richard McCabe, FBA 
Chairman of  the Council of  the Friends of  the Bodleian Library

Duke Humfrey’s Night Bookplates
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Literary Manuscripts

1 Anonymous drama, 18th century. On the recto pages of  these two vellum-bound 
volumes is written a Georgian comedy revolving around mistaken identities, greed, 
supposed and true love. Sir William Cameron having been banished abroad after fight-
ing in the Battle of  Culloden arrives back in London. His supposed son, however, is  
not what he seems. A variety of  amendments in the manuscript suggest that it is  
in fact a working draft. The label of  Thomas Cornell, bookseller while at 4 Bruton 
Street, allows us to date the text to the 1780s, but the author and title are yet to be  
discovered. £2,750

2 Henry Berners Shelley Harris commonplace book, 19th century. Although the 
volume is entitled ‘College Exercises &c.’, it in fact includes verse written by the young 
Henry Harris, a distant relative of  Percy Bysshe Shelley. Many of  the poems express the 
joy and agony of  his unrequited love for ‘the beautiful Lady E—a B—k’. Another poem 
is dedicated to his mother, Elizabeth Jane Caroline Shelley. Others take as their topic 
Stonehenge, Oxford, John the Baptist and various events in Henry’s life. Researchers 
might be intrigued by the possible connection with the Library’s Abinger papers. £490

3 Letters and cards from Elizabeth Jennings to Anthony and Ann Thwaite, 1950s/ 
60s. The poet Elizabeth Jennings (1926 – 2001) won numerous prizes for her work, 
including the Arts Council Prize for the best first book of  poems and the Somerset 
Maugham prize for A Way of  Looking (1955), her second volume. She also featured 
alongside Philip Larkin and Kingsley Amis as a ‘Movement’ poet in Robert Conquest’s 
New Lines (1956) anthology. A well-known figure in Oxford, she befriended the authors 
Ann and Anthony Thwaite, and corresponded with them while they were in Japan and 
after their return to England. The letters shown here were written between 1955 and 
1961, and were purchased from Ann and Anthony Thwaite in 2012. £720

Commonplace books

4 Commonplace book by an unknown author, c. 1795 – 1804, with printed ‘A 
new common-place book, in which the plan recommended and practised by John 
Locke, Esq. is enlarged and improved’, Cambridge, 1777. This anonymous common-
place book contains a printed plan for its use as recommended by John Locke. The first 
portion, compiled in the late 18th century, is used in accordance with this plan: notes, 

Instructions

1. The present catalogue introduces items offered for sponsorship and grouped 
thematically within two categories: acquisitions and conservation projects. The 
catalogue is also available online at www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/bodley/friends/
dukehumfreysnight.

2. Please note that the acquisition prices in the catalogue do not necessarily represent 
the items’ value, but rather the amount needed to recover the cost to the Library in 
view of  their purchase.

3. Sponsorship and other donations may be made on the day, in advance or until fur-
ther notice given on the Friends’ website.

4. A plan of  the display will be available on the night.
5. Some of  the items are in fragile condition and we ask you not to handle them your-

self, but to request the assistance of  a curator or conservator in viewing them.
6. Each item will be exhibited with its catalogue number and coded either green (avail-

able for sponsorship), orange (partially sponsored) or red (already fully sponsored).
7. Please write your name and the amount you wish to donate on a card next to the 

item; the curator or conservator responsible for the item will give you a bookmark 
to take to the donation desk where you can complete your paymen t.

8. You may share the cost of  the items with others, with a minimum individual contri-
bution of  £25 unless otherwise specified.

9. Payments can be made by cheque (made payable to the Friends of  the Bodleian) or 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard or Maestro only). If  you are a UK tax-payer you will 
be encouraged to complete a Gift Aid form, which will enhance your donation by 
25% at no extra cost to you.

8. You will then receive a hand-printed thank-you card as a receipt and acknowledge-
ment of  your kind donation.

11. We would like to acknowledge your generosity further. Please let us know if  you 
DO NOT wish your name to appear: (a) on a bookplate, (b) in the reports on this 
event. 

 We wish you a very pleasant evening.

Acquisitions



8 Three holiday journals of an unknown author, 1813–1822. Three journals 
describing seaside holidays in Hastings (1813), Southampton, Lymington and Salisbury 
(1821), and Brighton (1822), with some sketches. The entries describe the scenery, the 
local people, and the activities undertaken (including walking and sketching), but 
mainly focus on the author’s visits to churches, in particular his regular attendance 
at church services. Vicars named include the Revds. W. Whistler and H. Palmer of  
Hastings. £1,620

9 Collection of seven notebooks, detailing Continental tours of Eliza and T. K. 
Hall, with drawings and watercolours, 1818 – 1819. The banker Thomas Kirkpatrick 
Hall (1776 – 1865) and his wife Eliza(beth), née Crompton, of  Hollybush in Newborough, 
Staffordshire, made a tour of  the Continent between June 1818 and June 1819. Taking 
in France, Italy, Switzerland, Germany and the Low Countries, both kept journals of  
their travels. Accompanying the journals are two sketchbooks containing watercolours 
and drawings by Eliza.
 It is interesting to contrast the accounts of  husband and wife. Each records an 
encounter with Byron in Venice on 15 April 1819. Thomas notes that Byron ‘takes little 
notice in general of  any English, & in his dress something resembles the old prints of  
Milton, Cromwell, or other round heads of  that day’, while Eliza reports ‘I saw Ld 
Byron pass on his gondola’ and later, at a party ‘Lord Byron was there – not so hand-
some as I expected from his picture but his countenance pleasing’. £1,800

10 Manuscript travel journal of Jane Hall (née Crompton) on a tour of the Conti-
nent from 12 July 1834 to 4 October 1834. Jane Hall was the first wife of  Lorenzo Hall, 
of  the Hall family, significant Jamaican plantation owners in the 18th and 19th centu-
ries. Travelling with her husband, Jane Hall gives an account of  Holland, Germany, 
Switzerland, and France which might be familiar to tourists today, attending a per-
formance of  La Sylphide (by the famous ballerina Maria Taglioni) in Paris and visiting 
the Louvre and Versailles. This journal will be of  interest to researchers of  women’s 
writin g, social history and 19th-century tourism. £270

11 Diary of Georgina Grove, wife of Major (later Brig.-Gen.) Edward Aickin Wil-
l iam Stewart Grove, 1891–1894. The diary records Georgina’s life and travels between 
1891 and 1894, in England, Europe, and India. Leaving England in April 1892 she and 
her husband travelled by train to Menton in France, by ship to Constantinople and 
Kiev, and by train to Moscow, where they stayed for six weeks. Georgina then jour-
neyed without Edward by train to Warsaw, Cracow, Budapest, Vienna, and Karlsbad, 
where Edward rejoins her before they return to England via Germany on 3 August 
1892. After a spell of  house-hunting and travel in England, and a stay in Ireland where 

quotation s and thoughts are inscribed on successive pages, with an initial index pro-
vided for completion to direct the user to the required subject. Subjects covered include 
history, languages, theology, and architecture. The second part of  the book abandons 
the plan entirely and instead becomes more journalistic, recording books read (includ-
ing several references to Locke) – with a commentary upon them – for a period of  four 
years, 1800 – 1804. The writer notes this conscious change of  format at the start of  this 
part of  the book, also commenting that in the previous year he had ‘escaped from the 
united slavery and tyranny of  the top of  Eton’. £1,800

5 Caroline Gellibrand’s (née Toller) commonplace book, 19th century. This book 
was begun on 26 November 1818 in Madras by Caroline Toller. The entries include 
extracts from Shakespeare, Cowper and Pope, together with verse by Byron and Shelley. 
Several small engravings are interspersed among the entries: these are mainly of  build-
ings and landscapes. There is some original verse, notably lines identified as ‘written by 
Thomas Gellibrand on 1 August 1818 at Sir Samuel Toller’s Garden House Madras in the 
presence of  his dear & adored Caroline, to whom he then ventured to communicate 
his love’. Records indicate that Caroline married Edmund (not Thomas) Gellibrand on 
17 August 1818 in Madras. Apart from this entry there is little that is entirely personal 
in content. The book appears to have been used until 1825; Caroline, having been wid-
owed in 1824, was back in Britain by 1826 when she was married for a second time, to 
William Foy. £270

Diaries and Travel Diaries

6 Autograph travel journal of Henry Hulton, 1788 – 1789. Journal of  Henry Hulton 
describing his tour to Northern France and Flanders, accompanied by Isaac Blackburne, 
26 December 1788 to 19 March 1789. It describes the journey from Dover to Calais; vis-
iting Brussels, Antwerp and Ghent, and includes colourful descriptions of  his fellow 
passengers and the local people. The last two pages end with a description of  being 
arrested for murder in France but released on payment of  a fine of  eight guineas! £855

7 ‘Journal of Travells, through Part of Scotland, Denmark, Sweden, & Norway: 
in the Years 1799 & 1800’. Charles Stuart, 1st Baron Stuart de Rothesay (1779–1845) 
joined the Diplomatic Service in 1801 and served as Ambassador to France and Russia. 
Complementing an early Stuart travel journal in the Bodleian (MS. Eng. misc. c. 256), 
this manuscript will be of  interest for researchers of  Stuart himself  as well as travel 
in the Hebrides (including St Kilda) and Scandinavia in the 18th century. Stuart also 
encloses unique and fascinating ephemera, including passports, maps, sketches, snip-
pets of  music and dried plant samples. £4,950



of  Tachbrook near Warwick (and Elizabeth therefore Lady of  the Manor) as well as 
a lawyer in the Middle Temple. Elizabeth was the daughter of  the puritan lawyer and 
politician, Nicholas Fuller (1543 – 1620), a famous critic of  James I’s government who was 
imprisoned more than once for his views.  £4,750

14 Eighteen letters of the Hyde family, 1659 – 1709. A small collection of  correspon-
dence documenting the service of  three members of  the Hyde family to the Stuart 
monarchy: Henry Hyde, 1st Earl of  Clarendon, and his sons Henry Hyde, 2nd Earl 
of  Clarendon, and Laurence Hyde, 1st Earl of  Rochester. Subjects covered in the cor-
respondence include the exiled royalist court of  Charles II, the effects of  the exclusion 
crisis in England, and the Irish lord lieutenancies of  the 2nd Earl of  Clarendon and his 
brother the Earl of  Rochester. The collection includes an autograph letter of  James II 
to the 2nd Earl of  Clarendon appointing three Roman Catholics to offices in the Irish 
administration. The letters are an important addition to the Bodleian’s existing collec-
tion of  Clarendon State Papers.  £14,400

15 Autograph letter from Edward Wilbraham Bootle (1771–1853) to John Black-
burne, 4 February 1793. Letter written by Bootle to John Blackburne of  Hale Hall near 
Liverpool, from 1784 to 1830 MP for Lancashire, while on a two-year tour of  Russia, 
Siberia, and the Crimea with the Oxford don, John Parkinson. Bootle describes his 
experiences in St Petersburg and comments on the political situations in Poland and 
Sweden and on Russian opinion of  English politics and the English people. Several of  
Parkinson’s travel journals, including the one for this tour – considered one of  the most 
varied and extensive journeys made by Englishmen in Russia in the second half  of  the 
18th century – are already in the Bodleian. £750

Realities of Life

16 Six poverty plea letters, 19th century. Collection of  six unrelated letters writ-
ten by poor and semi-literate people, addressed to an un-named woman, position 
unknown, but presumably of  a charitable disposition, c. 1809 – 1816. The letters either 
request employment or assistance with the payment of  bills, and in one case, ‘to pay 
wot you please’ for two and a half  wagon-loads of  dung. No information is given about 
the letters’ recipient, and the authors’ abodes appear to be from a wide geographical 
area, one writing from Walworth, Southwark, and another in the vicinity of  Reading 
and Bracknell Fairs, and Windsor. The letters are interesting for their brief  glimpse into 
the nature of  poverty and charity in England during the Napoleonic period, particularly 
at a time when literacy rates were below 30 percent. £115

Edward has been stationed, Edward is ordered to India, and this posting takes up the 
remainder of  the diary, including descriptions of  the voyage to there, life in Meerut, a 
rail journey to Agra to see the Taj Mahal, and visits to Lucknow, Mussoorie, and Simla. 
Sections of  some pages have been removed, perhaps by someone who did not approve 
of  Georgina’s frank discussions of  relationships of  friends and family. £85

12 Journal of a trip to France, 1923, with photographs and printed ephemera. The 
anonymous writer is among a group of  tourists visiting Normandy, Paris, and Arras. 
He comments on the bad state of  French railways, tourist sites, cinemas, and cafés. He 
went to ‘a rugger match’ between the Old Haileyburians and Beauvoisine R.F.C. (‘a 
fearful lot of  brawlers’). There is an interesting account of  the state of  the battlefield 
near Arras just five years after the Great War, where they visited the grave of  a brother 
of  one of  the party named Butcher: ‘The land is in a fearful mess, shell holes all over. 
At the side of  the roads … are masses of  tangled barbed wire, corrugated iron, dud 
bombs and shell cases by the hundred all over the place … all the trees are blown down 
or splintered by shells and look fearfully gaunt.’ £120

Correspondence

13 Six letters written by Elizabeth Wagstaff of Warwick to her husband, Timothy 
Wagstaff, lawyer of Middle Temple, 1616 –1622. The letters give a fascinating glimpse 
of  the gentry in Warwick in the time of  Shakespeare. In particular, they provide an 
insight into the role of  women in the early 17th century, as Elizabeth was running 
the household and supervising building works in the absence of  her husband at the 
Inns of  Court in London. Her husband Timothy Wagstaff  was Lord of  the Manor 

No. 13 (detail)



20 Personal papers of Tristram Betts, 1942 – 1970. Tristram Betts (1908 – 1983) served 
as Oxfam’s first Field Director for Africa in the 1960s and was a pioneer in the role. He 
had previously spent 24 years as Conservator of  Forests in Nigeria. This collection of  
family correspondence, papers, and photographs, 1942–1970, complements the Oxfam 
archive, recently donated to the Bodleian, and Betts’ working documents and research 
papers held in the Social Science Library. £510

Military

21 Journal of a London officer’s trip overland from London to Persia, 19 October 
1825 – March 1826, with a copy of the original manuscript, c. 1840. Incomplete jour-
nal of  an unidentified English officer of  the East India Company describing his journey 
from London to Persia between October 1825 and March 1826, initially accompanying 
the new British Ambassador to Russia Percy Smythe, 6th Viscount Strangford. The 
journal describes his experiences and observations of  ordinary life and hospitality in 
Russia, Georgia, Armenia, and Persia. 
 The manuscript includes shorter journals describing the author’s subsequent travels 
from Buporah on the Persian Gulf  to Baghdad in November 1829, and from Baghdad 
to Babylon in January 1830.
 The journal provides a fascinating insight into social conditions in early 19th-century 
Russia as well as hospitality in aristocratic circles in the region. It also presents a unique 
British perspective on early 19th-century Persia at the beginning of  the Qajar Dynasty, 
when Persia was the subject of  intense European diplomatic rivalries. £1,350

22 Diaries of Sergeant Lewis Turney of Bicester, 1899 – 1914, with photographs. 
The earliest diary gives an account of  Corporal Turney’s service in the Rifle Brigade in 
the Boer War, 1899–1901, and the Oxfordshire Veteran Reserve, 1910 – 1914. A second vol-
ume includes notes on his service in the Oxfordshire Veteran Reserve, and an account 
of  the recruitment of  his son Cyril 
Turney into the 11th (Prince Albert’s 
Own) Hussars in 1913, and his death 
near Ypres in May 1915. There are 
also photographs of  Lewis Turney 
and his family, 1899  – 1923, an arm-
band commem orating the relief  
of  Lady smith, 28 February 1900, 
and a medal ‘The Great War for 
Civilisation 1914–1919’.                £360

No. 22

17 Account book of Thomas Aldersey, 1666 – 1713. Record of  the personal expendi-
ture of  a Cheshire lawyer, Thomas Aldersey, an alumnus of  Brasenose College, Oxford. 
He resided at Aldersey Hall near Chester and was Lord of  the Manor of  Aldersey. The 
account book offers an overview of  his living costs in the second half  of  the 17th cen-
tury. It provides detailed pricing information for everyday items and services. Notes of  
expenditure connected with Bunbury school, a free grammar school established by his 
ancestor Thomas Aldersey (1521 – 1598), are also present, as well as some miscellaneous 
notes including a list of  fruit trees ‘for the garden at Chester’. Monies received for the 
rental of  his various properties are noted together with names of  tenants. The Bodleian 
already holds a collection of  his notebooks. £3,500

18 Price list for commodities sold by Bartholomew Churchill at Clifton near 
Banbury, c. 1780. Bartholomew Churchill was a successful merchant who resided in 
Deddington, near Banbury. This manuscript list of  commodities sold at his premises 
in Clifton, reveals a remarkable range and variety of  products, including tea, coffee, 
spices, sugar, dried fruit, spirits, and tobacco, as well as household products such as 
candles, soap, brooms, and hair powder. It provides a fascinating glimpse inside an 18th- 
century grocer’s shop in Oxfordshire. £250

19 Milles family documents, with some papers of Jeremiah Milles (1714 – 1784), 
antiquary and dean of Exeter, 17th–19th centuries. Milles family documents (mainly 
17th- to 19th-century title-deeds), with some papers of  Jeremiah Milles, President of  the 
Society of  Antiquaries and Dean of  Exeter. This batch of  documents is an interesting 
addition to other important Jeremiah Milles’ collections housed at the Bodleian Library. 
These include his history of  Devon, his correspondence with other antiquaries, his 
unpublished autobiography, and numerous family papers.  £1,440

No. 17



and Bianca Capello. The work, with a female knight occupying centre stage, reflects 
the notable feminist voice that was more openly articulated in dal Pozzo’s posthumous 
Il merito delle donne. The Floridoro has been the subject of  recent scholarship, including 
an English translation. £3,625

27 Delightful and ingenious novells: being choice and excellent stories of  amours, tragi-
cal and comical. London: for Benjamin Crayle, 1685. Six short stories on the theme 
of  love which were apparently written by the ‘most refin’d wits’, but published under 
pseudonyms, two of  which are obviously female, Aurelia and Evadne. One of  these 
may well have been the notable poet and novelist Jane Barker, whose work Crayle also 
published. No copy of  this first edition is recorded in the UK (there are two in the 
USA). £1,500

28 [    James Merigot], A select collection of  views and ruins in Rome and its vicinity. 
London: by R. Edwards, 1797, 1798 – in Edwards of Halifax ‘Etruscan’ binding. A 
collection of  62 fine monochrome aquatint plates in two parts by the Parisian artist 
and drawing master James Merigot. The plates, taken from drawings done in situ, and 
engraved by the artist, are extremely accurate and life-like. The handsome contem-
porary binding, unsigned, but almost certainly by Edwards, and therefore possibly an 
upmarket publisher’s binding, appropriately echoes the classical revivalism of  the plates 
themselves, and is a notable example of  the binder’s craft. £3,750

No. 26 No. 28

23   Letters mainly from Edward Louis Gresley-
Cox, Sergeant in the 1/1 Cheshire Yeomanry, later 
Lieutenant in the Royal Flying Corps (d. 1918), 
with photographs. The letters are written to family 
members, many addressed to Mr and Mrs Luckarift at 
1 Vere St., Weaste, Manchester, written from England, 
November 1914 – December 1915, and from Egypt, 
April – July 1916, where Gresley-Cox was serving 
with the Egyptian Expeditionary Force. Gresley-Cox 
joined the Royal Flying Corps in 1917, but was killed in 
February 1918 in a flying accident near Salonica where 
he was then based. The photographs date from his 
Yeomanry days, and include one of  him on horseback 
in his sergeant’s uniform. £180

24 Diary of E. Trevenna, Artilleryman in the 8th Army, 1944. The diarist is with the 
8th Army in Syria and Cairo in early 1944, and on the campaign through Italy from May 
1944, passing through Naples, Rome, Perugia, and Arezzo, ending with the attempt to 
break through the Gothic Line. The brief  entries in the diary run almost daily until 23 
September, with few entries made thereafter. Trevenna describes the daily activities of  
the formation and lists films, books, and music which he has seen, read or heard. £160

Rare Books

25 Antonius Mancinellus, Scribendi orandique modus. Venice: Johannes Tacuinus, 
de Tridinio, 1498. Antonius Mancinellus (1452   –   c.  1505) was a humanist, who wrote 
numerous works on grammar and rhetoric (including this text). He produced com-
mentaries on the works of  several Latin writers, including Cicero, Horace, and Vergil, 
and was also a poet. The printer, Johannes Tacuinus, began printing in 1492, and contin-
ued until the 1530s. Although the output of  his workshop consisted predominantly of  
classical texts, he did print other texts, including several works by Mancinellus. Bound 
in a leaf  from an old parchment choir-book, this is the only copy of  this edition in a 
library in the British Isles. £2,025

26 Moderata Fonte [Modesta dal Pozzo], Tredici canti del Floridoro. Venice: [heirs 
of Francesco Rampazetti], 1581. One of  the earliest chivalric romances written by a 
woman, the Floridoro creates a mythic Greek source for the Medici and Capello fami-
lies, in celebration of  the marriage of  Francesco de’ Medici, Grand Duke of  Tuscany, 

No. 23



Music

32 The psalms and hymns used at the Asylum or House of  Refuge for Female Orphans 
with music by Handel, Arnold, Battishill, et al., and bound with The psalms & 
hymns with the ode or anthem sung at the Magdalen Chapel, London, [1823?]. The 
Asylum for Female Orphans was founded by Sir John Fielding (1721 – 1780), younger half-
brother of  Henry Fielding, to alleviate overcrowding at the Foundling Hospital. The 
Magdalen Hospital for Penitent Prostitutes, founded in 1758, was a similar institution. 
Hymn books used in the chapels of  these institutions were published and reprinted 
numerous times, and the present example, possibly the unique survivor of  this particu-
lar issue, is a bit of  a bibliographic curiosity in that the known dates of  the publishers 
Button & Whittaker do not coincide with the watermark date on the paper. £285

33 Letter from Adolphe d’Eichthal and Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy to Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel, 1829. An invitation from Mendelssohn to Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, asking him to attend a soirée at his lodgings in London on Friday 17 July 1829, 
a few days before his departure on his famous Scottish tour. Mendelssohn’s note is 
written in French and added below a letter to Brunel in the hand of  his friend Adolphe 
d’Eichthal. It makes an interesting addition to the Library’s existing holdings relating to 
Mendelssohn’s visits to England, including pocket books, letters, and sketches from the 
Scottish tour. £8,950

29 Josephine Edle von Ranlom, Auf blick zu den Sternen-Welten. Vienna: Schaum-
burg und Compagnie, 1846. This star atlas appears to be the first written by a woman 
primarily for a female audience, and at a time when few women undertook serious 
astronomical study. It contains 53 striking lithographic star maps of  constellations vis-
ible to the naked eye, based on the author’s own observations. The title-page includes 
portraits of  Copernicus, Galileo, Kepler, and Brahe, and the work is influenced by 
Johann Bode’s Uranographia (1801) and Johann Heinrich Westphal’s translation of  
Piazzi’s Lezioni elementari di astronomia (1817, 1822). £2,800

30 Anne Ridler, The shadow factory, a nativity play. London: Faber and Faber,  
1945. Anne Ridler’s copy of  a set of  galley proofs with authorial corrections throughout. 
Loosely inserted in a pocket on the lower board are: a typescript ‘alternative version for 
galley 43’, with authorial corrections, and a printed programme for a production of  
the play at the Mercury Theatre, annotated with the actors’ names. It is an important 
addition to the poet’s papers which have recently been presented to the Library by her 
family. £90

31 Christopher Smart, Jubilate Agno, with woodcut and linocut images and an after-
word by Angela Lemaire. Llandogo: Old Stile Press, 2012. The Jubilate Agno by the poet 
Christopher Smart (1722 – 1771) has been described as ‘a wild and wonderful hymn of  
yearning and adoration for Creation in all its multifarious detail. It expresses his exu-
berance and overflows with his enthusiasms and blessings’. The design of  this edition, 
printed by Frances and Nicolas McDowall at the Old Stile Press, was apparently inspired 
by an opportunity they had to view a copy of  the Gutenberg Bible, and is intended to 
pay tribute to that monument of  early printing. £325
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34 Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy’s Elias: ein Oratorium nach Worten des alten 
Testaments. Bonn: N. Simrock, [c. 1847]. An early arrangement for piano duet of  Elijah, 
Mendelssohn’s most famous oratorio. Published in the year of  Mendelssohn’s death, 
the arrangement was made by Max Karl Eberwein (1814 – 1875), a virtuoso pianist and 
pupil of  Hummel. To complement its major holdings of  Mendelssohn manuscripts, the 
Library aims to amass a comprehensive range of  early Mendelssohn editions and this 
acquisition has filled a gap in that collection. £170

35 Letters from Maude Herbert to Hubert Parry, 1864–1871. A group of  more 
than 70 previously unrecorded letters, written to the composer Sir Hubert Parry 
(1848 – 1918), chiefly by Lady Elizabeth Maude Herbert (1851 – 1933) of  Wilton House, 
Salisbury, and her sister Mary. Parry and Maude were married in 1872 after an extended 
courtship which aroused the severe displeasure of  Maude’s mother and these letters 
help to tell the story of  that difficult period. They complement the Library’s already 
extensive holdings of  Parry’s music manuscripts, acquired through Gerald Finzi in the 
1950s. £4,500

36 Autograph manuscript of Graham Whettham’s Sonata for unaccompanied 
violin, 1957. The autograph manuscript of  the original version, dating from 1957, of  the 
first of  Whettam’s three sonatas for solo violin. Graham Whettam (1927–2007) was a 
largely self-taught composer whose music displays an individuality encompassing ‘stark 
grittiness and gentle lyricism’ (to quote his obituary in The Independent). His output 
ranges from film scores (Genevieve, 1953) to large-scale orchestral works, and instrumen-
tal pieces such as this, and was taken up over the years by conductors such as Boult, 
Barbirolli, Goossens, and Sargent. £75

Maps

37 An actual topographical survey of  the environs of  Keswick by Thos. Donald, surveyor 
and engraved by John Haywood. London: Wm. Faden, Geographer to His Majesty, 
Charing Cross, January 29, 1789. Oriented with north-west at the top, this map cov-
ers the north-western part of  the Lake District, from Cockermouth to Helvellyn. It 
includes relief  shown by wonderfully artistic hachures, a decorative cartouche, and a 
view of  the lake. The map was surveyed by Thomas Donald, who also produced a six-
sheet map of  Cumberland, published in 1774. £425
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40 Plan of  the Battle of  Magenta. [London?]: Topographical Dept., War Office, 1859. 
The map shows positions of  troops at the Battle of  Magenta (4 June 1859) in north-
ern Italy, fought during the Second Italian War of  Independence, with Napoleon III’s 
French-Sardinian forces prevailing over the Austrians. The inset map is a sketch show-
ing the movements prior to the battle.
 The map is accompanied by a manuscript text describing the battle and preliminary 
movements, ‘from the published sources up to this date, 13th June 1859’. Col. H. James 
named at the bottom of  the map was the Ordnance Survey’s Director General. £375

Oriental

41 Chinese woodblock, early 19th century. This Chinese woodblock is engraved on 
both sides with the text of  the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Commandments, in the version 
of  Robert Morrison, the first Protestant missionary to China.
 It was probably made in Batavia (modern Jakarta) in the 1820s by William Medhurst, 
who had been sent there by the London Missionary Society to set up a printing office. 
The block has an inscription signed by ‘Bennet’, and it is possible that this refers to 
George Bennet, who together with the Rev. Daniel Tyerman had been sent by the 
Society to visit their stations in the East in between 1821 and 1829. It is also possible that 
the block, which has never been inked, was made as a sample for them to take home.
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38 Patent illuminated maps: England & Wales, with part of  Scotland. Drawn by Will-
iam Hughes. London: Charles Knight & Co., [c. 1842]. A map where each county 
is individually coloured. Coach roads, canals, and the early stages of  the railway era 
are shown at a time before Oxford was connected to the rail network. Polling places 
are also shown. The publisher, Charles Knight, was a founding Fellow of  the Royal 
Geographical Society. One of  his innovations was his plan to make books and maps 
more attractive by developing the cheap colour printing method employed on this par-
ticular map. £450

39 Places of  meeting of  Lord Gifford’s hunt. London: M. A. Pittman, [1843]. This 
map shows the area of  Vale of  White Horse hunt at the time of  the mastership of  
Lord Gifford, covering south Gloucestershire, north Wiltshire, and adjoining parts of  
Berkshire and Oxfordshire. Meeting places are numbered and indexed in the accompa-
nying text, along with directions. The map is hand-coloured to show county bound-
aries, and relief  is depicted by using hachures. John Dower and his son were both 
London-based engravers. £200



Conservation Projects

45 Group of Egyptian papyri, 6th – 8th centuries. Various shelfmarks. This diverse col-
lection of  papyri and fabrics containing Coptic and Egyptian texts are brought together 
here as the glass mounts in which they are housed are damaged. Many of  the Egyptian 
language examples here were donated in 1918 by the Egypt Exploration Fund, who also 
donated a Hebrew language papyrus MS. Heb. d. 89 (P). A large number of  the Coptic 
texts amongst these papyri came from the Deir or Monastery of  Bala’izah in Upper 
Egypt. The material dates from the 6th to 8th centuries, and represents the remains of  
the library and charter-room of  the Coptic monastery of  St Apollo at Deir el-Bala’izah, 
near Rifeh, in Egypt’s Western Desert. The collection includes Biblical manuscripts, 
liturgical books, homilies, acts of  Egyptian saints, as well as taxation receipts and monas-
tic accounts. Many of  these items came to the Library by way of  leading Egyptologists 
including Professor Sir William Matthew Flinders Petrie, Archibald Henry Sayce, Arthur 
Cayley Headlam, the Rev. Greville John Chester, and the Rev. George William Horner. 
Funds are requested to remove the papyri from their damaged mountings and remount 
these very fragile fragments between new glass. £4,000

 The block complements our significant holdings of  19th-century printed Chinese 
Protestant missionary materials, which probably constitute one of  the most compre-
hensive collections in existence. £1,140

42 Ahmad Ali Kuhzad’s own untitled manuscript in Dari, c. 1979. The manuscript 
is part travelogue and part scholarly work concerned with the geography, culture, and 
history of  Afghanistan’s Badakhshan province and the ancient kingdom for which it is 
named, beginning with an account of  its Mongol rulers descended from Chingiz Khan 
through the Mirs of  Badakhshan and its later conquest by the Pashtuns in the 18th 
century. It includes sections demonstrating the Mongol interest in Islamic architecture 
and the hybrid regional styles that resulted from it. The manuscript is illustrated with 
40 loose black and white silver gelatin prints of  photographs taken by the author as well 
as two small hand-drawn maps, and several genealogical charts.  £5,000

Medicine

43 Correspondence and papers of Dr John Thomas Batt, Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, 1744 – 1762. Dr Batt received his medical degree from Oxford 
in 1746 and in the same year was elected physician to St George’s Hospital in London, 
becoming a Fellow of  the Royal College of  Physicians two years later. This correspon-
dence is a mixture of  personal and professional, including letters from the poet and 
physician, Mark Akenside, and the physician and playwright, Benjamin Hoadly. The 
papers include his degree certificate from Oxford, with large seal intact; his will; and the 
administration of  the estate of  his wife, Frances Batt, who survived him by 25 years.  

£2,475

44 The Fabric of  the Human Body, by Andreas Vesalius (1514 – 1564).  An annotated trans-
lation of  the 1543 and 1555 editions of  De Humani Corporis Fabrica, by D.    H. Garrison and 
M.    H. Hast, 2012. Vesalius is a major figure in medical history thanks to his ground-
breaking work in anatomy.  This new English translation of  his masterpiece is timed 
to mark the 500th anniversary of  his birth. With 1400 pages and full-size illustrations, it 
also includes newly discovered personal notes.  More information about the scope of  
the new edition is available at publisher Karger’s website www.vesalius-fabrica.com. 
Several Oxford colleges possess original editions (published in Basel by Johannes 
Oporinus), while the Bodleian Library owns later versions including a 1642 Epitome 
(abridgement). £1,100
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manuscrip t was bequeathed to the Library in 1834 as part of  the collection of  Francis 
Douce. The textblock is broken completely in the middle, leaving the painted surfaces 
of  the leaves extremely vulnerable to abrasion. The book cannot be opened safely 
in its present state. The proposed treatment will include removal of  the velvet cover 
(which will be retained with the book), repair of  the sewing, and re-binding in wooden 
boards.  £5,000

48 Persian illuminated and illustrated manuscript copy of ʿAbd al-Rahmān Jāmı̄, 
Haft Awrang or Seven Thrones, 16th century. MS. Elliott 149. This disbound copy of  the 
collection of  seven long poems in rhyming couplets by ʿAbd al-Rahmān Jāmı̄ known 
as the Haft Awrang or Seven Thrones was copied in the mid-16th century in Safavid 
Shı̄rāz, south-western Iran. It is undated but the name of  the copyist, Muh. ammad 
Qiwām of  Shı̄rāz, provides the location and approximate date of  copying. It contains 
20 high-quality miniature paintings by two different, unnamed artists. This was once 
quite evidently an exceedingly fine copy of  one of  the perennial favourites of  Persian 
literature. It came to the Bodleian as part of  the collection of  J. B. Elliott, who had 
acquired it from the collections of  Sir Gore Ouseley, British Ambassador to the court 
of  the Qajar Shah in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 

46 Manuscript in Latin on parchment, written in the late 12th century and con-
taining a glossed copy of the Book of Job, General Epistles, and Apocalypse. 
MS.  Auct. D. 1. 15. By the 15th century it belonged to Evesham Abbey, Worcs., from 
where it passed into the library of  Henry VIII. Its 16th-century binding is typical of  
Henry VIII’s library, in red velvet over wooden boards with metal clasps, corner pieces 
with bosses (now lost), and title-label.
 The sewing supports are all broken at the upper joint, and there is a large loss to 
the velvet at the tail of  the spine. The volume needs to be repaired in order for it to 
be handled safely and to prevent further losses to the covering fabric. It is proposed 
that the sewing will be repaired in-situ, the boards reattached, and the covering velvet 
repaired, infilled, and secured in position. This work will take place in collaboration 
with an expert textile conservator who specialises in Tudor fabrics. 
 The total cost of  the treatment will be £6,000. An external donor has already pledged 
half  of  the money and so we need to raise matching funds. £3,000

47 14th-century illuminated Book of Hours in a 19th century red velvet binding. 
MS. Douce 39. A Book of  Hours of  the Use of  Metz in Latin and French, made at Metz 
in north-east France in the mid-14th century. It is finely illuminated with miniatures, 
borders, historiate d and other initials, and survives in a later binding of  red velvet. The 
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 The manuscript, currently on restricted access, is very fragile. Its 289 leaves are held 
together by patches, which are causing further damage. The paper leaves, having been 
affected by mould, are very vulnerable; the media are also friable especially in areas 
with blue pigment. Funds are requested to undertake a preliminary assessment of  the 
manuscript and carry out the necessary technical tests to determine the conservation 
treatment.  £5,000

49 Important collection of bills advertising adaptations of Dickens’s plays for 
theatres in London and the provinces. Such was Charles Dickens’s popularity that 
theatre managers were often demanding acting versions while the novels were still 
being serialized, so that endings were sometimes created without the authority or 
approval of  the author. 
 Many of  these fragile and ephemeral playbills printed on thin paper are exceedingly 
rare survivals. Funds are requested for their re-housing into archival folders to protect 
them during storage and handling. Some of  them, presenting tears and losses, will need 
minor repairs.  £1,200

50 Ephemera protection project. A substantial portion of  pre-1960 printed ephem-
era, acquired over the years, is in need of  proper storage before it can be catalogued. A 
strong team of  volunteers is keen to assist, but prevented from doing so by the shortage 
of  funds to provide protective melinex sleeves and conservation folders, which would 
allow them to group similar items together. Donations of  any size are welcome to 
cover one or more areas: advertisements; entertainment; political and social history; 
transport; booktrade. £6,000
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