
        
CURATORS OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 

    Committee for library provision in Archaeology 
 
 
Minutes of the meeting held at 12.00 on Monday February 14th 2011 in the Meeting 
Room, Sackler Library 
 
        
Present: Elizabeth Frood (Chair) (EF), Eleanor Standley (ES), Greg Votruba (GV), 
Janet Delaine (JD), James Legg (JL), Graham Piddock (GP), Mark Dickerson (MD), 
Elisabet Almunia (EA- minutes) 
 
Apologies: none received 
 
 

1. Membership: Lukas Schachner has left the University; the committee thanked 
him in absentia for his contribution. The committee could not suggest a 
replacement due to the current uncertainty in the Department and will revisit this 
issue next term. 
 
2. Minutes of the meeting on Monday 8 November 2010: these were approved. 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes:  

 
a. Item 3a – Misplaced items and overnight reservations (GP): GP 
regretted that the proposal to have a weekly clear-out of the overnight 
reservation points had not been able to go ahead: the additional 
shelving burden, estimated at 6 hours per week, could not be afforded 
in the present financial year. It was agreed to trial the cheaper option of 
limiting the range of material that can be reserved to its floor of origin. 
A single consolidated reservation point for the lower 3 floors might be 
considered later in the light of this trial. 
Other constituencies (Classics and Art History) had been consulted 
and were also in favour of the trial. Information and signage would be 
made available to readers in due course.   
 
b. Item 8a- Environmental conditions (Sackler) – (GP): GP 
explained that there was strong financial pressure to reduce the 
Library’s considerable utilities expenditure. The temperature and 
humidity ranges within which the building management system 
operates had been widened, making it cheaper to run and possibly 
making the environment more comfortable for readers. A noticeable 
reduction in consumption had ensued but the true position had been 
partially distorted by a major fault in the chilling system. 
 
c. Item 4a2- Scanning arrangements (GP) - A temporary booking 
system for the high resolution scanner will be in place during the last 
few weeks of term in anticipation of higher than usual demand due to 



students preparing dissertations. Users will be able to book half hour 
slots for a flat fee of £1 per session.  

 
4. Reports from libraries:  
 

a. Sackler (GP):  
1) Anticipated closures: 

 - Electrical works: a major electrical upgrade will be carried 
out in the building in the next couple of months. During the 
changeover period power will be supplied by temporary 
generators. This will require two electrical shutdowns 
affecting the library service as follows: 

a. Monday 28th March: the library will open at 12h  
b. Friday 1st April: the library will open at 10h 

- Bank holidays opening: 
- Monday 25th April (Easter Monday): from 9h to 17h 
- Friday 29th April (Royal wedding): from 9h to 17h 
- Monday 2nd May: normal opening times 
- Monday 30th May: normal opening times 
 

b. Balfour: (MD)  
1) Bank holiday opening: 

- Easter Monday: closed 
- 29/04/11 and May Bank Holidays: restricted hours 

2) Staffing: there is an ongoing discussion with the Museum of 
Natural History to create a post which would allow its Library 
to be open 5 days a week. MD would manage this post. 

   
5. Bodleian Libraries matters:  

a. Financial outlook (JL): JL explained that the situation remained fairly 
stable despite the current financial uncertainty. A particular concern at 
present is the impact and pressures that the new 123 charging model 
would have. On a planning level, the aim is still to reduce the running 
costs whilst maintaining service levels. 

 
b. Estates (JL): 

 
1) Book storage facility: the BSF now contains over 1.5 million 

items, which are being added at a rate of 30,000 to 40,000 per 
day. The delivery service is being increased and the Sackler 
should soon get twice daily deliveries.  

2) Old Bodleian Library: the Old Schools Quadrangle repaving 
could not be started over the Christmas vacation due to the 
adverse weather conditions and  noisy work is now being 
allowed for longer periods to speed up the progress. 

3) Gladstone Link: the project is on course for completion on the 
20th of June 2011 and should be open to readers on the 4th of 
July. It will provide up to 250,000 items on open access and 
connect the Radcliffe Camera to the Old Library. The most 
heavily used items from the Bookstack will be moved to the 



Gladstone Link, together with the bulk of the new intake of 
academic monographs and all periodicals currently on open 
access in the Bodleian. There will be an opportunity to reduce 
numbers by relegating some of the periodicals that are 
available electronically.  

c. New Integrated Library System (JL): a timetable will be published in 
due course but JL gave advance warning that there will be a period of 
downtime between the 8th and 18th of July. A ‘frozen’ catalogue and 
back-up circulation would be available but there would be no ASR. 
There will be a moratorium on processing and no ordering will be 
possible after May. JL recommended that urgent requests and those 
relating to reading lists be notified to library staff in good time. 

 
6. Undergraduate issues: no representative was present. EF undertook to 

contact the representative. 
 
7. Postgraduate issues: (GV) 

a. Bag restriction policy: GV queried the logic of the bag restriction policy 
and wanted to know why the Sackler had stricter rules than the 
Bodleian. GP explained that the policy was originally adopted for 
security reasons as not all floors are staffed and also to avoid bulky 
bags and rucksacks occupying undue space in the library. JD pointed 
that bags left by desks could pose a trip hazard. The original policy 
was relaxed to allow bags of a size up to a standard laptop bag. Users 
and staff seem unclear about the policy and it has been incorrectly 
interpreted on occasion as meaning that only bags containing laptops 
can be taken inside. GP and JL agreed to clarify the policy and 
signage.  

b. Price of PCAS scans: JL explained that the pricing had not yet been 
reviewed as the system was too new and not enough usage and 
costing data was available. 

c. Soap dispensers: male PGs have complained about soap shortages in 
the ground floor toilets. EA explained that the GF toilets inside the 
library tend to run out of soap during term as they are the most heavily 
used and are only refilled once a month by an external company. EA 
agreed to display some signage to encourage users to report 
shortages and will also investigate the cost of adding an extra 
dispenser. 

 
 

8. Academic staff issues: 
a. Distracting noises: JD enquired about the possibility of having signs 

asking readers to have their laptops on silent mode.  
 

9. Any other business:  none 
 

 
 Next meeting:  Monday 30 May 2011 at 12.00 in the Sackler meeting room. 
  
 


