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Committee on Library Provision and Strategy in the Bodleian Social Science Library 

2.00pm, Friday 19 February 2016 

Large Discussion Room, Social Science Library 

Manor Road Building 

MINUTES 

1. Introductions and apologies 
 
Present:  
 
Academic members: Fran Bennett (Social Policy and Intervention, Chair), Elizabeth Frazer (Politics 
and International Relations), Killian Mullan (Sociology).  
 
Student members: Calla Glavin (Social Policy and Intervention), Claudia Hartman (Migration/Forced 
Migration), Zoe Helding (Economics). 
 
Library members: Louise Clarke (Head of the Bodleian Social Sciences Libraries), Jo Gardner 
(Bodleian Social Science Librarian, Minutes), Liz Martin (Nuffield College Library), Sarah Rhodes 
(Bodleian Social Science Library), John Southall (Bodleian Social Science Library).  
 
Apologies:  

Robert Blakey (Criminology), James Forder (Economics, Chair), Charles Manson (Socio-Legal 

Studies), Tom Scott-Smith (Refugee Studies and International Development), Felix-Anselm van Lier 

(Socio-Legal Studies). 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 

2.1 Library Support for Disabled Readers (agenda item 2.2) 

Jo reported that a ‘light touch’ keyboard and an ergonomic keyboard have been purchased for 

readers to borrow when they are in the library. 

2.2 Updated Signs for Graduate Study Rooms (agenda item 7) 

Jo reported that new signs have been put up in the East Graduate Study Room (silent study) and 

Central Graduate Study Room (quiet discussion). In response to a request made at a previous 

meeting of this committee, both Graduate Study Rooms will become silent study spaces for Trinity 

Term and the signs will be changed in 0th Week to make this clear.  
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3. Report from the Social Science Librarian, Jo Gardner  
 

3.1  Increasing the use of the Q-Step Centre Lab 

The Committee received a paper outlining three proposals to increase the use of the Q-Step Centre 

Lab and provide data support services for the Social Sciences. Outside of the scheduled teaching 

hours the Lab is largely empty and more use could be made of the space for supporting students 

and researchers working with data. Jo had passed the paper to Stephen Kavanagh, Manor Road 

Building IT Manager, and received his comments and an additional proposal. The Committee 

supported the proposals. However, the following queries arose: 

 Undergraduates’ use the Lab outside of teaching hours: This group does not have access to 

MRB IT resources currently, so extra funding may be required. 

 Who would organise and support scheduled ‘data surgeries’? 

 How can we align the mission of the Bodleian Libraries with the use of the Lab as a bookable 

space for general IT training? 

Action – JG to update the paper on behalf of the Committee, and pass to other committees within 

the Division for discussion and support.  

 

3.2 Library Support for Open Access ‘Act on Acceptance’ 

Jo reported that SSL Subject Librarians have attended various departmental meetings to update 

authors on HEFCE’s Act on Acceptance policy, the support that is available for authors from 

Bodleian Libraries and practical tips on depositing papers in the Oxford Research Archive (ORA) 

using Symplectic Elements. The SSL will provide two further Open Access briefings in the Manor 

Road Building at the end of Hilary Term; these are open to all University authors and there is no 

need to book. In response to a query from Fran, Elizabeth clarified that the final peer-reviewed 

version of an author’s work can be an accepted typescript but it must not be a proof copy.  

3.3 New projectors in the Social Science Library 

Jo reported that a fixed projector has been installed in the Large Discussion Room and Small 

Discussion Room. The Committee welcomed this development, and noted that students can book 

these rooms for presentation practice.  
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4. Report from the Bodleian Data Librarian and Subject Consultant for Economics, 
Sociology and Social Policy & Intervention, John Southall 

 

4.1 Bodleian iSkills sessions in research data management and data access 

John advised the Committee that a range of data-related training sessions are provided as part of 

the Bodleian iSkills and Social Sciences Division Doctoral Training programme. These include: 

Managing Social Science Research; Discovering and Depositing Social Science Research Data; 

Working with Sensitive Research Data. John can also provide bespoke and one-to-one training on 

the discovery and management of research data.  

 
4.2 Updates to the Bodleian Data Library website 

John reported that new resources have been added to the ‘Finding Data’ section of the Bodleian 

Data Library website [http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/data], including updated information on how 

to access restricted data. Fran commented that the Bodleian Data Library is an excellent service. 

 
5. Bodleian Libraries and Curators Report, Louise Clarke 

 
5.1  Bodleian Libraries Report for Social Sciences Libraries 

The Committee received the Bodleian Libraries Report, a termly summary of activities which is now 
produced by the Bodleian Communications team for all relevant library committees. Louise drew 
particular attention to the 2016 Bodleian Libraries Reader Survey, which is running from 8-19 
February. By the end of the first week of the survey there were 544 responses from the SSD, and 
subject librarians are contacting those departments with a relatively low response rate. Information 
gathered from the Reader Survey will help inform the strategic planning and resource allocation 
activities of Bodleian Libraries.  
 
 

6. Comments from Staff Representatives 
 

None noted. 
 
 

7. Comments from Student Representatives 
 

Claudia expressed concern about the time taken to operate the binding machine. 
Action  - JG to update the binding machine instructions, and consider adding appropriate training to 
the postgraduate induction timetables. 
 

http://www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/data
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Calla passed on gratitude for the KeepCups, and suggested further promotion. 
Action – JG to ensure that the SSL continues to promote KeepCups via GJCC meetings and induction 
sessions.  
 
Zoe asked whether the SSL could provide more core undergraduate Economics textbooks as e-
books. Jo informed the committee that the SSL provides all core textbooks as e-books when 
available, and would double-check the Economics titles. 
Action – JG to check the online availability of core Economics textbooks and purchase e-versions as 
appropriate, and to send the list current titles to College libraries via Liz Martin.  
 
 

8. Items for Divisional Board and Curators 
 
The Chair of the Social Science Library Committee wishes to bring to the attention of the Curators 
the high levels of appreciation expressed for the innovative and service-driven approach of the 
Social Sciences Librarians which was reported by the student representatives. 
 
 

9. Any other business 
 

None noted. 

 

10. Date of next meeting 
 

Friday 27 May 2016, 2pm. 


